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CERTAIN NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF EMANCIPATION OUTLINED 
Sofia POGLED in Bulgarian 30 Jul 84 p 3 


[Article by Somya Bakish, former editor of ZHEMATA DNES (THE WOMAN TODAY), 
wife of Stanko Todorov, Politburo member and chairman of the National 
Assembly Presidium: “Dees Being in a Great Hurry Lead to the Top’?™) 


(Text) It is possible to talk endlessly and comviacingly about the 
incredible transformation in women's destinies during the years of people's 
government, about the heights they have attained. However, I am not going 
to remind you mow either of the significant successes or the generous 
social acquisitions. 


The question of why tne avalanche of emancipation has caught us so 
unprepared is on sy mind. It happens that now we have to suffer, as 
persons and as a society, from its unfavorable consequences. 


Most of the women born during the socialist years understand emancipation 
as a sacred right of personal freedom and independence of personality. 
However, because for many of them the benefits came as a gift, they do not 
alweys relate them to their ow duties and responsibilities. 


The aspiration of young people to be new and different is a legit imate 
ome. To reject what is old and out-of-date. But is it always clear to 
them what being « truly emancipated individual means, observed in its 
depth, power, and multitude of hues? Because equality, besides being «4 
fact of social management, is also a morel, cultural, and psychological 
model. It comsists sot only of rights tut also soble restrictione vhich 
every accomplished person should impose on himself. 


Do we lead a young girl at a very early age to the realization that she 

is a woman in the asking’ And that this already predetermines her path 

and responsibilities’? I think that we do not always do this correctly 

and intelligently. Now it happens that quite a few girls, as early as 

the age of 15-16, wade into the auddiness of misunderstood “aoderniss,~ 

and sometimes they pay for it with psychological and physical traumas: 
promiscuous sexual intercourse, 4 great number of abortions, venereal 
diseases, unwed pregnancies, thoughtless divorces, commonplace infidelities, 
a confused persomal life. And in some cases, prostitution, which is 
organically alien to owr social regize. 











The waves of urbanization, migration, and other phenomena vhich are 
inevitable in the modern world have umdermined strong Bulgarian traditions 
of thinking and behavicr ir those who were unprepared and unstable. Quite 
a few young gen and wooen find themselves unprotected by moral standards 
which could regulate their behavior. There is no shortage of bad examples 
on the pert of older people, either. 


Vacillating in different directions can be noticed in different types of 
women, depending om their age, education, marital status, place of 
residence, ideclogical immaturity, and so forth. It is wrth looking into 
all this. 


Because, as 4 family and as a society, we have gotten away 2 little bit, 
during the first liberated days, and began rejecting every single old 
model of feminine life. We were right. The new way of life forced us 

to shake off, at all costs, the negative aspects of the past that were 
related to conservative thinking, to domestic conservatism, to religious 
doctrines and superstitution. But we were not exactly right either sot te 
stress that reliable virtwes, which result from valuable social experience, 
should be preserved. 


it is worth thinking a little bit abowt this: does not aspiring only to 
education and a professional career lead youmg women to distort their 
future! While the image of family and of motherhood flickers in some 
distant nebula, left to chance rather than to oarly preparedness. 


I understand and share the aspirations of conti @porary women to go beyond 
the horizon of what is already known or what we been achiewed. To seek 
es-etly the dream of the white swallow. 


However, I am afraid of a headlong rush and of tossing about in different 
directions. I am afraid of this fewerish haste to “live.” I am afraid 
of the inacility to judge om real and questionable valves. 


I fear that being in great burry does rot always lead to the top. 
Distorted reflections of emancipation creep in from all directions. 


Sometimes I look with uneasy tendermess at slender vomen-children in tight 
blue jeans, pushed into picking the fruits of life prematurely. I try 
to understand their thoughts and their behavior. At times | draw back in 
amazement. The reason why cam be fownd in what Chekhov aaid about some 
of the women of his time who dressed in silk, tut if “row looked into the 
souls of such poetic creations . . . you will see an ordinary crocodile.” 


But what about the reckless rush toward a career! I am diaturbed by 

the “realization” of immature, clever, mot very skillful comtesporary 
professions] ween. Ther undermine the image of a woarn's actual capabilities 
by their controversial behavior; they surture old, antifeginist prejudices. 

As a matter of fact, only the truly capable. energetic, and businesslike 
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women should be allowed to succeed. Those who combine their professional 
and family fumctions successfully. 


i am frightened by the self-robbery of gany young women. By avoiding giving 
birth, or by being satisfied with having only ome child, they lose the 

great privilege of contributing to the continuation of the human race. Of 
being reborn spiritually through those whoe they bear. Nowadays, motherhood, 
this umique and accessible way of a woman realizing herself as a human 
individual, is undervalued in a threatening way by youmg parents. And by 
their own parents too. Just think about how, in many cases, it is 

replaced by surrogate experiences, by insignificant professional achieve- 
ments which are petty. 


I am also disturbed by the creeping disrespect toward gen. Why should 
feminist emancipation be necessarily linked to humiliating the other 

sex’ Men are not the only losers in this respect. Women and society 

lose too. An insecure, confused, trapped man camnct be a dignified, strong, 
caring father and husband, a suppert for nis wife aad children. 
Iaperceptibly, somehow, a silent animosity settles into many contesyorary 
families. It weakens the domestic background, this safe haven so needed 
for the woman and the man too. 


Sut what about the comcept of some prematurely developed women that 
becoming equal to men copying their negative aspects’ Cynicism, Srutality, 
tomboyishmess, smoking without measure, drinking, unscrupulous 

careerism .. . and much, auch more damage to the feminine nature. Secause 
femininity does mot mean only a successful hairdo, vwell-applied makeup, 
fashiocable clothes. These are important, though only external, 
indicators. True femininity is something far more complex and profound. 

A matural magic linked to the deep aystery of life. An elusive alloy 

of tenderness and strength, of profownd and delicate spirituality, a 
genuine treasure of psychological, physical, and aesthetic values, to 
vhich everyone bows in ave. 


Who will teach us, and when will we recognize the essential difference 
between freedom and taking liberties; between rights and obligations; between 
the celebration of lowe and the hastiness of casual sex; between the 
fulfillment of professional achievement and the marathon of careerism: 

and to teach us so aany other things, without which 2 human personality 
becomes impoverished’ 


It would not be fair if we fail to adpit that misunderstood emanc ipa:ion 
is 2 weak spot rot only of youmg women. It is rather a result of 
contradictions, which have not ret been mastered, and which accompany us 
in owr headlomg rush towerd a mature socialist society. And also as a 
result of the discrepancy that exists between the conscicusnmess of 
equality and immature spirituality, vithowt which rights obtained cannot 
be comtrolled inrelligentiy. Amd something else too: it is a result of 
having an umeciear idea about exactly what it meams to be 2 genuine 
socialist ind!’vidual, which still remafns a future ideal. 














Yes, we cammot blame only the youmg! If weeds grow, that means the soil 
has mot always been prepared for growing sprouts. 


Let ws ask ourselves and the readers a2 question: What are the general 
causes and couditions which give rise to and msintain the negative sides 

of young people's, and even older people's personal behavior’ And if we get 
a candid comversation on the pages of the newspaper, I reserve the right 

to share some thoughts. 


At the beginning, I promised that I would not dwell om either the individual 
or secial progress of women in Bulgaria. But it would mot produce «4 

fair portrait of half of the working women of our society if I limit 

myself to the negative reflections of misunderstood emencipation. What is 
more, all of owr people recognize and respect the contributions cf 
Bulgarian women during the era of people's government. The sighty 
quickening, which women's lowe of work, with ween's steadfastness and 
dedication, has prowided to socialist construction. 


Well-educated, pretty, interesting, and intelligent women, vith good 
professional and social positioms, with enviable self-confidence born of 


equal rights, populate contegporary Sulgaria. 


If | @well om the unfaworable aberrations, it is because | think we need, 


in am extreme way, deeper and unflinching self-knowledge. Without 
idealizging and bitter cries about the past, but also without frivolity 


in regard to the years passing by right now. 


And with a realistic assessment: by giving us so guch, wis something 
important lost to us by this eagerness for equality? 


And most of all, with anxiety abowt finding equilibricm and harmony in 
the development of women's personalities. 


So thet we do sot make any mistakes in regard to the future. 


123M 
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GENERAL MITKOV REVIEWS BCOK BY DEFEMSE MINISTER DZPUROV 
Sofia NARODMA ARMIYA ic Bulgarian 20 Jul & pp 1,2 


/article by Liewtemant General Mitko Mitkov, director of the People's 
Army Main Administration: “Firm Faith in the Party's ideals, Dedicated 
Struggle for Their Implementation” / 


Fret] A new book, titled "With Faith and « Sword Turough the Years,” 
the collected works of BCP Politburo mexber and Defense Minister Arny 
Generel Dobri Dahurov, has just been published .* 


as is pointed owt in the book's preface, the reason for the publication 
of this collection is to bring to light the author's rich personality, 
to present « broad view of the stormy development of owr cociopolitical 
life, and the place of the army in this life. 


Prom the heights of Arwy General Dobri Drhurov's life's path, one 
usually looks back to years pest to discover the source from which 
he had drumk thirstily in order to build crystal clear virtues 
bright faith, and an unquenchable aspiration fcr the beautitul. This 
source is the great Marxist-Leninist doctrine, the overall 
participation in party and class struggles. Dodri Dahurow became 
affiliated with this doctrine and these struggles when he was still 
youmg, by joining the ranks of the Workers Youth Union and affirming 
himself as a faithful and loyal combatant for the cause of socialisn 
and communism, experienced party fumctiomary, organizer of the armed 
struggle against momarchical fascism, commander of the famous Chavdar 
partisan detachment, and later commander of the Chavdar Brigade, and, 
after 9 September 1944, as a talented and experienced military leader, 
well-known party, state, amc military activist. 


The publication of the book by Army General Dobri Dzhurov coiscides 
with the 40th anniversary of the socialist revolution of September 
and the 40th anniversary of the founding of th Bulgarian People’s Arny. 
During those years of building amd growth of socialist Bwigaria, Arey 
General Debri Dzhurow has always been at his post, working tirelessly 
on forming 2 new society, strengthening the defense of our country, 


defending peace. 





“Dahwrov, D., "With Faith and a Sword Through the Years,” Sofia: 
Partizdat, 1964. 




















Because of all this, 4 persom turms to each new page with excitement, 
penetrates into the author's thoughts and judgements, to draw 
knowledge and experience (rom the source of rich language, collected 
and preserved over the years. 


The book is divided thematically into six parts: “The Past Is Not 
Forgotten,” "We Walked in the Partisan Formation,” "A Mature Party 
Leads Us,” “Both am Example and a Sanner,” “ True Guardian of the 
Socialist Homeland,” and “Shoulder to Showlder, Heart to Heart.” 
Independent of the fact that the comtents of the separate parts 
represent independent elaborations, everything taken as a whole 
is subordinated to a single idea, to the author's single position 
on life, which he has follcwed unswerviagly--faithful and loyal 
service to the deeds of the party and the people. 


This predetermines the revelation of the basic, most characteristic 
features of the book’s contents. 


The material is remarkable above all for its theoretical depth and 
scholarly fowndation. The Marxist-Leninist analysis of phenomena 
anc events, the class-party approach to evaluating them, the true 
and accurage conclusions which the author makes, direct the reader's 
attention to the most current problems in the development of the 
country and the army; the material mobilizes and inspires us to 
creativity and giving our all in the fulfilisent of our sacred 
obligaticn--the defense of our homeland. 


Army General Dobri Dzhwrovw reviews the leading role of the party 

as the most important principle in building the Bulgarian People's 
Arey. In stressing the historical importance of the April Plenus 
of the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party (1956) in 
the development of the party and the country, the author dwells oc 
its immediate reflection om the army. He points out that after 
prepsring and forming the troops, the army was constituted under the 
direct guidance and invaluable assistance of the party’s Central 
Commitiee. 


The personal services of Comrade Todor Zhivkow were extremely great, 
as Army General Dobri Dzhurow points owt, in creating, elaborating, 
and realizing the , -rty's April Line. The elaboration of theoretical 
and practical problems of building, training, and educating the army, 
building up the defense capabilities of the cowntry, are all connected 
with this individual. Under his direct leadership, the October 
Plenum of the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party was 
prepared and comducted in 1958; its resolutions have 4 programmatic 
significance for building up owr armed forces. The decrees developed 
by Comrade Todor Zhivkow with wisdom and foresight at the plenum, 
about increasing th- role of army party organizations, sbowt single 
leadership, about comit ining persuasion with force, abowt implementing 
Lenin's standards of party life in party anc state leadership, under 








the couditions of military life, amd a number of other important 
questions, serve us even today as immediate instructions for improving 
the work of the army. It has been pointed owt that, as president of 
the State Committee for Defense and commander-in-chief of the 
Bulgarian People’s Army, Comrade Todor Zhivkoy is constantly concerned 
about improving the organization and structure of the armed forces, 
about providing the troops with the most recent armament and combat 
equipment, about prowiding material, living, and cultural services to 
thes. 


Army General Dobri Dshurov explains the party's increased leading 
role in the conditions of building mature socialis= by developing 
a aumber of sociopolitical, silitary-technical, and ideological factors. 


The materials with which Debri Dahurow brings to light the growth of 
single-leadership command, his ideological and military endurance, 

his readiness to serve the party and the people honestly and faithfully, 
stand out particularly brightly. “The commander is the main figure in 
our arey,” writes Arey General Dobri Dzhurow in his piece on the 
commander authority. "He is a representative of the party in the 
army. He is given great power, his orders are inviolable. The 
preparedness anc education of his subordinates in time of peace, 
success in combat in time of war, depend om his activities.” The 
author, by taking into account and amalyzing the revolu*ionary 

changes in gwilitery affairs which hawe taken place with the expansioca 
of the scientific and technological revolution, reiniorces the thought 
that a grea: number of significant tasks can be solved only by a 
knowledgeable and capable commander, by a commander with great 
authority. The sasterials have been developed to support the author's 
thoughts: “High Efficiency in the Work of Companders and 
Headquarters,” “For the Leninist Style in Officers" Work,” To Raise 


Management to a Higher Level,” and others. 


Much space in this collection is devoted to the party and politica: 
work of the commanders, to political workers, party anc Komsomc!l 
organizations. Army General Dobri Dzhurov, with his insight and 
experience as a great party activist, correctly interprets the 
comtemporary party requirements in this area: “To Baise Party Work 
to the Heights of Contemporary Requirements,” “For a Sharp Rise in 
the Level of Commander-Organizational Work,” Kousomol Activity at the 
Level of Comtemporary Requirements.” in these and other pieces, the 
author directs the reader's attention to the most significant and 
current questions which owr party poses for resolution at congresses, 
conferences, and plenums. The unity of commander-organizational and 
political activity is am important factor for commanders in their 
successful renewed creation of the life of the troops. “Ome of the 
most beneficial ways of having ideological intiluence over the sc'diers 
and their involvement,” writes Army General Dobri Dzhurov, “is che 
commander's participstion in political and educational work, presenting 








papers and lectures on different questions abowt domestic and foreign 
party policy. The commander's active participation in political and 
mass activity raises his importance as a2 volitical activist, increases 
his capability of being familiar with and conducting educational 
activity.” 


The author points owt that the struggle for decisive strengthening 

of discipline should occupy a special place in commander-organizat ional 
and party-political activity. Military cadres should work owt «2 new 
point of view for themselves, 4 new understanding of discipline. The 
issue is ome of such disciplim that it overcowes thoughts, feelings, 
and actions, that it is an essential trait of the soldier, a determining 
pert of his character. 


Having himself passed through the trials of class struggle, through 
the rigorous training of clandestine iife and cruel skirmishes with 
the enemy, having wet with mortal peril dozens of times in firing 
and battles, Army Ceneral Dobri Dhaurow writes with particula~ly 
strong affection in his book about such fateful events in our history 
as the April 1876 insurrection, the cay of Bomoring Khristo Botev 
anc those who perished in the struggle agaiust the Uttoman yoke, 
capitalism and fascism, and the Second World war, the September 
insurrection, and others. “I will mot forget the deeds of those 
solitiers who gave their lives for the homeland,” we read with 
excitement his speech at the unveiling of the Nonument to the 
Unknown Soldier. "We keep their memory bright with deep recognition.” 
This is why the Monument to the Unknown Soldier, which is dear to the 
heart of ewery Sulgarian, will remain a symbol of the deeds and the 
sacrifices of the heroes whe sacrificed themselves on the altar of 
the Fatherland. 


The soldiers in the Bulgarian People’s Army will draw examples of 
selfless coerage and patriotisa, loyalty to military duty anc the 
bright ideas of liberty and happiness in our Fatherland, of 
unshakeable faithfulness to the cause of socialia. 


Warmth, brotherly lowe, awe in the face of deeds and sacrifices fill 
each line of the material in which Arey Gereral Dobri Dahurov vrites 
about his combat comrades and collaborators frome the time of arved 
struggle against monarchical fascism. The names of Stoimen Anglekov, 
"Lenki’” Iwan Shanev, “Mitreto;” Stefan Kutsarov, “St'opa;” Nikola 
Nikoleov, “Karadhzata;" Gospodin Gospodinov; Bogdan Atanasov, “Stanko” 
comtinue to live in the hearts of the generations because of their 
rich personalities, beautiful virtues of ordinary combatants for 

the revolution, or of crystal pure communists. 


"an Example, and a Banner,” is the title given by Army General Dobdri 
Dahurov to the fourth section of his book. Here the reader will come 
across the images of such fascinating professional revolutionaries, 











famous party and silitary activists as Khristo Mikhaylov, Georgi 
Damyanov, Iwan Mikhaylov, and Trifom Saraliev. The saterials devoted 
to the leader and educctor of the Bulgarian people, Georgi Dimitrov, 
can be read with special interest: “Georgi Dimitrow om Building Up 
the Bulgarian Pecple's Army anc the Armed Defense of Socialisa,” 
“Georgi Dimitrov, the Great Son of the Bulgarian People,” etc. 


For the first time in this chapter the reader will find the speeches 

made by Army General Dobri Dhaurov, om behalf of the soldiers and 

the People’s Army, on the occasion of the 70th birthday of the general 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Sulgarian Communist Pariy 

and president of the State Council, Comrade Todor Zhivkow. Each word, 

each lime is a source of sincere affection, respect and recognitiscn--feelings 
shared by our whole nation for its primary party and state leader. 


The combat~forged brotherly friendship between the armies of the countries 
which participate in the Warsa Pact, and primarily between ocr wn 

army amd the legendary Soviet Army, have earned a respectful place in 
this book. “The Sowiet Army...has been and is the guardian of socialis= 
and peace,” writes Arsy General Dobri Dehurov. “Its power is even am 

@ restraining barrier against warmongers. The Sowiet Army is the main 
force of the Warsaw Pact. The armies of the countries which participate 
in the Warsaw Pact, including the Bulgarian People’s Aruy, gain power 

by umiting with it and being supported by it.” 


He points out with pride that we Bulgarians bear in owr hearts « 
brotherly recognition of the army--the liberator of peoples, with 

whose help the 9 September revolutioz was victorious. This is why 

our firm decisioe and umvavering will is to be always and forever 
wmited in peace and war, to strengthen and develop the indestructible 
Bulgarian-Soviet friendship. United, to sowe toward the construction 
of socialise and communisa. And together with the other fraternal armies 
of the Warsaw Pact to carry owt our patriotic and international duty 
courageously and bravely. 


The book “With Faith and a Sword Through the Years” reveals for the 

reader the personality of BCP Politburo member anc Defense Minister 

Army General Dobri Dehurovw. With firm faith in the ideals of the 

party, with giving one's all to the struggle for its realization, 

with a “sword” in the hand of the guardian of the people's interests--this 
fe *he seaming and content of his life and work. 


12334 
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RAREED VSITER'S SPEDCE PUBLISHED 
Seeped TISZATAS is Suengerian Jon Be pp 40-42 


_Speect by Sender Cecori, reat om 10 April 1986 at the dedication of 
the Leeslo Begy memorial bowse: “Lasslo Bagr’s Hes */ 


(Text) As the dey of this dedication ceremony was .,prosching, I 
became. from boer to bower, sore and gore amzicus. Tot *ecause of 
the task or the respousibility of friemdship that I aust speak adcut 
Lestle Bagy is euch « special place amd at 
im tromt of family, relatives, bowe-folks 
because of the gut-wrenching pais of talking again about the fact 
thet be is geod, | gust lowdly agaiz that 

thet be bas ceased to exist f . aed that i felt 6 years ago, 
om the sornuiag of his death, that this is tressce. 


by 
{ 
if 
s 


Wiest cam this superstitions édoggedmess in we be! The iliegasl resistance 
of lowe ame abeence against death gaining power’ i éo aot Know, but I 
know that [ bewe « greater ared for the 
Gileest them for the maeked truth. I Bewe «2 greater seed for ipaginizg 
Leszic is the aldst of the ewerts of the liwing world thes for 
whiepering with the marble angels of the Farkesret Cemetery. for, 
im the case of « poet eech as Lestlo Bagy war. the perspective of 
éeath cam be sot ocly eternity, aot caly « statwe hardened by tine, 
bet alec « destiny giving taspiretice to iife agei=s ané agaisc. 


These who keew bin kocw whet | op saying. Sear to Leetio Bagy, coe 
felt trwer, Setter, freer. Gme felt thet the world was terse, bet 
alec « choses and worthy place. Ge thought of fire sot coaiy what 
weatemed towrists thiak, that it is good for cooking sest,. but ailso 
thet it is « tbeumec elemert,. « haper or uahappy,. eeditative, epilectic 
ot «2 very powerful force, ewes « faith Gvelling is the scul. 


Severs] people standing io the shadow of his lifework have asked ne 
wee*be: Laszlo Magy was a= e@uceted poet. Compared to Babits or 
lliwes. oc. Set if educetedmess aeams «2 familiarity with life, 
Sudgpent. taste, capecity for pais or jcy, then he was unquestionably 
eGa.sted. For who cas truly be called an educated poet’ iI think he 
who cam change the entire existing world into his we world, finding 
# plece ic it for the pebble, the rechet and the fumrsi vreath. With 





J 
- 








this very appare.: ability of his, Laszlo Nagy dbelomgs to the rank of 
poets such as Balassi, Csokonai, Vorosmarty, Attila Joasef and Radnoti. 
For if Attila Jozsef was abie to include the entire hummer world, and 
even the universe, in his poem about the outskirts of the city, Laszlo 
Hagy--to use a pun--did the same thing with the outskirts of the 


willage. 


Most of cur poets of peasant origin, from Jozsef Erdelyi to Iistves 
Simon and others, including the young omes, ‘ixed on the social and 
matural experiences «nd feelings of a umified peasant world. Juhasz 
and Laszlo Nagy broke down the traditiomal Limits anc elevated 
centuries-old peasant life fron the earthly world of the petato fields, 
stall lamps, herd wells and hail to the poetic heights of universal 
life. Laszlo Nagy w4s the most comsistent and crystallized in his work the 
sensual and objective bones with the topic. Let us only think of his 
poems such as “Tale of the Fire and the Hyacinth,” “The Creen Angel,” 
“Farewell of the Little Horse,” “The Peasants,” by Reymoct is known 
perhaps to 411 who are tuned to European culture. I have often 
thought that the aythical poems senti-sed above could be not only 
worthy companions of this famous Polis sowel but, because of the 
rapid anc historic disappearance of the central European peasantry, 
also am owtstanding creation of world literature that has hardly any 
peer in apy lamguage to date and that cammot be written anynore 
because of wamishing experience. Esenin, arriving { om the Russian 
willeges and fields, has written timeless amc great poems about the 
praesent world pushed ezder the harrow of history. is other words, 
he picked the sutwmm crocus apd orache in order to say good-bye to 
then melamcholically. For the same resson, Laszlo Nagy sade dark 
green forests rumble, reminiscing abowt the Bible's visages and the 
mermsr of the Greek tragedies of fate. 


We showld perheps stop here for ao mm@ent. At the time of the Wild 
Rowe litigation of the 1866's, Szignond Kemeny wrote exuberantly to 
Antal Geengery, in commection with ome of our folk ballads, about 

# torceful Burgarian dballadic tome for which he would willingly 
exchange all of his sowels. This dalladic tome has been, and still 
is, often emerging iz cur whole culture: is our literature, in our 
music, apd here and there eves is our filss. | think that, as 4 
mew asset. « aythical tome gust sow be added to this tome, samely one 


of the principal voices of Laszlo Nagy"s ceuvre. 


Ie treditiomal societies the comcept of home meant aothing but the 

center of the world, sot in a geographical but in an existential sense. 
Those without « home lived aot caly withowt «country but also in the 

exile of som-existence. Standing here is this peasant yard of the 

pest, | cammot leave it unsaid that Laszlo Nagy's poetry developed 

with the belp cf this home of his thet was built in the world’s heart. 

This is ome reason why the howse cammot disappear from our view. This 

is the bhowse from which the roads lead to the field, to the sky, to the 
fairy tales, to the cemetery, to Somlo, to the Bakomy Mountain, to the white 
wedding of snow storms, and further to the world’s countries am seas. 
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When | learned that Kati Berek would open this dedication ceremony 
of a kirce of secret 

vindication: let the yard’s earth hear where its whipping boy ended 

anc the hear that he created an indestructible 
and brand sew language from the learned here at home such as: 
lark, beat man, horse lather, gowt, bishop's cope, and the other 
60,000 or 70,000 words! Let them marvel at the poet, who, as 42 growing 
boy here at home, was still able omly tc embrac tough horse necks, 
but who, a8 4 mature man, already wrote in one of his prose poems: 
"I beliewe that I, too, can embrace as Beethoven did!” 


Eebrace like Beethowen’? Unfortumately, some people shy away from hi» 
precisely because of such titanic motions. It is mainly the refined 
estheticians who find this force, this elevated tome, this romanticirea 
full of Barogque-like crowdedness toc stromg. Of course, they, or 
their spiritual ancestors, found the same thing in Vorosmarty and even 
Ady, although they should know that mountains give birth to rocks, 
not pebbles. Could “The Old Gypsy” have been written without the 
“Foreword to the Flight of Zalan™ or “South Island?” And, similarly 
could “The Wedding,” “Fugitive in Verse,” “Balassi's Fever Talk,” 
“The Emblem of the City,” or the other great poems of Laszlo Magy 
have been written, enjoyed popularity been comsiderec outdated, been 
discarded prematurely? Of course, we will not despair, rot even 
because of the angry and hissing omnes, for death puts an end to the 
work of omly bad poets. The work of great poets remains unfinished, 
to be complicted in the spirit of the entire nation, by posterity. 
And the fastidious and disparaging omnes still play an important part 
in this post-work: they help through their negation. This is why 

it would mot burt to be fastidious in an objective way and to think 
a little about how Laszio Nagy's lava-like, keyed-up but still 
diamond-hard style could develop which they consider at the end of 
the 20th Century almost as obsolete. They should remember that the 
policies of the early 1950's (cur politics’ Irom Age) strive for the 
tctal expicitation of aan. It is mot accidental, then, that it took 
away his language first: the seams of orientation, exchsnging ideas 
and judgment; the language which is the ounber ome concition for 
individual and social freedom. The young Ferenc Juhasz, Laszlo Nagy 
aod Margit Szecsi were the ones who rebelled at that time agesinst 
this earth-sccrching dictatorship. They replaced this grey anc 
mutilated lamguage with a rich, exultec and energetic one. Without 
their linguistic revolution, everything would have happenec, and 
would still be happening, differently in our literature. Sut as 4 
mew kind of language can be developed only where 42 Sew Kins of 
morality penetrates reality, Leszlo Magy, in addition to accepting 
responsibility for the language, also accepted 4 moral responsibility: 
the eccoumulseted goral comcerns of almost am entire literature: he 
did this unmoticec but, .~~ « certain aspect, out of secessity. 

Ewen if his work was hardenmec wore than necessary Dy discipline, it 
immaculately preserved its authenticity. The most beautiful amd most 
suspenseful adventure of Laszlo Nagy wes precisely his loyalty. He 
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was able to remain 4 true san and « true poet in a very difficult 
period, in the decades of spiritusl and moral crisis. Was amy ome 
of us « hero of greater adventures! 


The howse, which is the birthplace amc home of two such poets ac 
Laszlo Nagy and Istwap Agh, is in itself a respectable place in 

our country. But for all the good fape, aeme and aice respect, that 
the omes starting there have already attained in hungarian literature, 
let this house, this memorial howse of Lrszlo Nagy, be Pungery's 
respected and precious relic. 
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DISCUSSION ON PARTY STRUCTURE RELATED 
Wersew PROBLEMY MARKSIZQ)-LENIEIZW in Polish No 2, Apr-Jun & pp 140-183 


("Authorized texts” of speeches made in conjunction with the discussion 
orgenized by the editors of PROBLEMY MARKSIZ#@)-LENINIZ=M@ on Edward Eraerms's 
book "Spor o kestalt pertii™ [A Discussion of Party Structure)! 


[Text] Speech by Stanislaw Reinko 


Edward Erazaus’s book “Spor o keztalt partii™ is worthy cf serious 
discussion from every point of view. In the first place. it is « work rich in 
content. Moreover, it summarizes the various discussions that have taken 
plece in recent years in Poland on the party and its place and role in 
socialist society. 


These ere merely «a few of its importent values. The methodologice! sepects of 
the work ere siso worthy of emphasis. The book avoids vericous kinds of 
pitfalls thet threetes the reseercher of such « theoretically complex and 
ideologically heavy set of iseves. 


In wy address, I would like to aske reference oniy to « few of the author's 
ideas. 


l. I will begin with some ettempt to structure the rich eres covered by 
Marxist-Leninist perty isewes. Sere I a inclined to identify «t least three 
asjor groupe of isewes. 


The firet of these is without question the perty-working class relationship. 
It takes so perticuler depth ic explain thie relationship. [It is something 
permanent cherecterizing the situation of the perty both in presocielist 

and socialist societies. This relationship validates the wery fact of the 
party's existence es the leeding end leadership force of the working cless. «as 
well as its need to be this force. 


At the seme time, this reletionship hes its comstents end its historically 
changing veriables. The perty slweys leeds the working class. end the working 
class is the besic orgenmizetionsl unit defining the goals and tasks of the 
perty. This inmweriemt structure will senifest iteelf differently under 
conditions of « working-cless struggle over independence then under conditions 
of socialist societies. 
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Thes, it is wmquestiomable that this entire set of issues ought to be studied 
in flex and historical change. 


A certain new and importent circumstance is noteworthy et present in this 
regard. Namely, the make-up and structure of the working class are changing 
before owr eyes. Extremely important shifts are taking place. The classice! 
worker (certainly the worker of the entire 19th century) supports himself by 
selling his manpower. At present, however, im conmjumction with revolutionery 
changes made in engineering end technology, to « greater and grester extent . 
groups of technicians, engineers and researchers working to serve the seeds of 
industry and hermessed to its mechanism are entering production. Like the 
treditionsl worker, these groups fall into the category of hired labor and 
support themselves by selling their senpower. This senpower, however, is 
eeither exclusively sor even primarily their physical capacity to work, Sut 
it is their intellectual skill, their orgemizationmel sbilities and the like 
ecquired generally es a result of many years of treining and often assuming 
sclentific knowledge of the highest levels. 


Clearly, swch comfitions cause us to view certain treditions! perty tesks from 
2 oe perspective. This comcerns, for example, such tasks as the “bringing” 
of socielist esweremess into the gowement. Under mo circumstances can this 
reduce itself to sheer agitation. More appropriate tools here sare dislogue 
anc discussion. the emmasking of the illusions of the bowrgecis comsciousness 
and the like. Surely. in this process the eforementiomed groups will be sore 
of « pertmer and pert then the target of ideclogicel aowes. Moreover, the 
ewareness of this sitwetion is becoming sore and more widespread. However, it 
is mot always expressed edequately, es the recert discussions surrownding the 
phenomene of so-called evrocommenisn show. 


A seconde wast eree of perty-related isewes earises in comjumction with the 
eotry of socialist societies into history. It comcerms the sesliysis of the 
relationship: perty wersus socialist resility. 


Sere let ws identify omly the major elements thet meke up this sew situation. 
in presocialist societice = the perty is present primerily es « critical and 
revwolutionsry force whose calling is to Oring gownr the existing institutions! 
end class ordéer. At present, however, the perty is feced with taske of « 
marteciy creative end positive sature corresponding to the structive of the 
oewly creete¢ seocteliet reelitr. 


The working class comtinqwes to be the major point of referesce for the party. 
Sowever, its relationship with other sociel growps cammot be ignored. Seace- 
forth the perty operetes within the sphere of the entire society of citizen: 
with its ewer changing structure. 


Alomm with the socialization of the aeans of production, the field of asterisis 
production is becoming « subject of speciel respomsibility. Under the lesder- 
eh.> of the Merxist-Leminiet perty, socialiem likewise must establish its 
authority im thie field. This is « historic task or whose performance henas 
the fate of competition with the capitelists. 





sphere of paerty-socialist state (political society) relations is « seperate 
- Here the leadership role formula signais problems, Sut does not resolve 
- Secial end politicel prectice infuses this formula with concrete content. 
it does not close the isswe or offer ultimate solutions. 


Finally. the lest area of research comcerns the perty in and of itself. as it 
were. The organizational structure of the party, the principles of its 
operation, member-leadership relations and the role and place of the perty 
apperatus--these ere only « few of the questions that come into play here. 


It is clear that they can be studied. clarified and assessed more effectively 
im light of the two aforementioned growps of issces. The fundamental tasks of 
@ political organization determine its structure. These tasks are linked to 
external points of reference--to specific orgamizations! wmits and socie! 
structures. Thes, the sequence we have used to list these issues is not 
merely accidental. 


E. Erazmus'’s book is organized primarily sround this last group of issues. 
Im lime with the logic of his erguments .howewer,. the author does not ignore 
the two previcesiy mentiomed questions. sor cam be ignore them. They act as 
a besis and point of reference for the discussion of detailed questions on 
the structural aspects of the party (its “structure” [ksztalt), according to 
the author's lenguage >. 


2. The second isswe that I would like to sddress briefly is that of the 
perty’s responsibility for the sphere of ideclogy amd the ideological super- 
structure. This is sot « sew subject. but it is ome to which we certainly 
mest return sgeinr and again gue to its status end importance. 


What is the porty’s responsibility in the field of ideology’ Above all. it 
is responsible for the presence of ideciogical institctions. This is « 
minimal requirement. ideclogies generally go sot exist, or at least in « 
historically lasting way, without suitable institutions! support. 


Next. the party's Gety is to ensure thet these institutions are sot serely 
empty shells. Sut thet they perform their tasks according to their calling 
and designation. The 1970's offer ws «2 lesson in indispensabdice caution and 
suspicion in this reger¢d. “We kmow of ideclogice! institutions that have 
pompows «oc high-soweding semes whose practice hes deperted sertedliy from 
their intended tasks. 


The teewe is very seriows, end in such cases we are faced with much more then 
the delwsices of society. Whee such situstions exist, they ere always « 
source of demorselization with comsequences thet are difficult to sssess. There 
is mewer esough time or piece to werm ageinst this danger. 


it is mot the perty’s task to teterfere in substantive discussions betwrer 
scholars. Sech prectices. sbhounding Suring the Stalinist period, heve been 
sufficiently diecredited. Eqeselliy dangerous. however, is the other extreme 
im which the perty loses the isterest of ideological thought end the fact 

of its inmstitetioes! presesce or. worse. sllows fictioes end sham reesoes for 
existeace to spreed ic this eres. 


The most crucial isswe, however, for which the party is absolutcly and 
primarily respomsible is the presence of ideclogica! comtent in the human 
awareness. This is 4 task that must be remewed continually. The socialist 
consciousness is sot « simple, sutomatic outgrowth of the socialist conditions 
of existence. At the same time. socialism is not possible ower the lomg term 
without such swareness. 


Sometimes we hear that the emiversal desire for social justice in Poland is 
the ultimate proof of the general pemetretion of the socialist consciousness. 
Nothiog is further from the truthi Justice is «a universal catchword that is 
reiterated whereever people heave experienced or sre experiencing injustice. 
It has beer repeated for centuries and aillenia in all of the most crucial 
social conflicts. Thus, if we take this test seriously, we aust assume that 
the socialist consciousness hes been spread for millenia. 


We should sot shield ourselves with sham realities. Well known occurrences 
hewe ceused the socialist consciousness to regress in Poland instead of 
developing and blossoming. This fect aust te made known and the struggle 
for the socialist comsciousness awst be begun. 


3. I hawe mentioned that those studying party questions are subject to errors 
im methodology. In comclusion, | would like to say « few words on this issue. 


A trequent error is examination of the party founded upon official documents 
amd leaders’ statement salome. Meanwhile, rewearchers showld not forget the 
elementary rule of Marxism («4 universal rule of scholarly knowledge as well) 
that states that ome does not judge people. epochs or institutions om the 
besis of what they think of themselwes. Om the contrary, what they think of 
themselves must be explained and deduced (as well as assessed for its truth) 
premised upor the material existential and essential comditions that ere the 
share of these people. epochs and institutions. 


Whoever >breaks this rule is subject to illusions of ideslism in understanding 
social reelity, regardless of the views he professes openly. 


Amother error to guard ageinst is thet of treeting the perty as the highest 
wltimate valuwe. Mesowhile,. for the Marxist end the communist. the perty 

is orly « historic means to the implementation of the ends that guide it, 
if the fundamental end most important seers. 


£. Exrazews's book successfully ewoids beth of these errors. it trests the 

perty as « definite empirical reality subject to empirical study, as well as 
the tool of historical changes alomg the roed of the implementation of socialist 
valves. 


Speech by Artur Sodaar 


Professor E. Erazmus’s book, the subject of, or point of departure for, 
owr discussion. was written betweer 1931 amd 1932. It is « useful work that 
iatrodeces « cumber of sew comcepts into perty scholarship, im « word, « 
necessary study. ith these words | would also like to express recogritic= 





for its author for the boldness of thought displayed om the pages of his Sook. 
It is proof of his criticel reflection om the party, reflection embarked upon 
in the difficult times of the breakdown of the ordinary notions of samy socia! 
isswes. likewise motions of the standards that controlled past party actions. 
Prof E. Erezmus remains faithful to Leminist communist party theory in his 
work. At the same time, he verifies this theory in the light of PZPR® 
experiences, always taking am especially critical view of the specific forms 
assumed by Leninist party theory in the 1970's. They took on the form of 
directives ad sorms and serwed the practice of political intreparty life 

and intrastate life largely molded Sy the PIPER as « ruling party. [| share the 
views of Prof E. Erazmus on many of the isswes he discusses and evaluated in 
his book, particularly since his ¢iscussion of the Polish working-class party 
is supported by the general social theory of Marxisa. 


Historical time, however, cowld not but leave its mark om the contents 
presented by the author and om the manner of presentation. With regard to 
content. neither the author sor any of us had at our disposes! « deep enough 
xmowledge of the historical premises underlying the phenomens facing wus «ft 
the time. This situation makes it necessary to exercise caution in the 
statement of many thoughts, but sometimes it also causes thinking in empirical 
categories to be replaced by thinking, in normative categories. Secondly, the 
chargeability of the political and social situation in Poland during that 
period signaled caution in the hypothetical area of the work, particularly 
where the comcretization of «2 number of ideological statements of « genera! 
mature were concerned. 


Prot E. Erazeus approached his discussion using the convention of schoiarly 
jowurmaliem. This comvention is quite walid for expressing views in 
conjumction with the discussion over the party's structure, when 4 severe 
political struggle is taking place amd many structures of the party and state 
administration are weakeved by the sewerity of the struggle. The journalistic 
comvention evoids the rigorism charecterizing theoretical discussions and 
thes. to some extent. likewise frees the author from being responsible for 
full werifiability end the possibility of substantiating everything he has 
written. Moreover, it sllows for greater flexibility in stating lines of 
thinking and in the drawing of comclusions. This, too, has its dangers, 
however. in that it leads to oversiaplification. from which this book, like 
every book, is sot fre-. I would like to note some of these oversinplif ications. 


Sometimes we are inclined to abuse the term theory to describe scientifically 
égoctrinal essumptions that become the Sesis of some lomg-term policy. 

=. Exvreremus writes: “There ere theories that function as statements of ideclogy 
to justify the political actions of the PZPR and the specific Polish sature of 
the socialist structure” (p 104). The author has in mind the “theory of the 
primecy of heavy industry.” the “theory of self-agowernments,.” the “theory 

end prectice of workers’ cowncils” emd the like. [Every directive statement 

can be formulated as «4 nomological statement. Sut theory is 4 sel. « system 
of possible general (strictly general) statements. “e abuse the term theory 
when we say that every political comcept is « theory. 
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Prof E. Erazmus writes that “the party structure (its organizational structure-- 
parentheses Alrtur) Blodnar)'s) should not emanate from functional structures 
alone, but primarily from issues structures” (pp 134-135). This remark is 
walid with regard to the organization of the party apparatus, Sut the creation 
of primery or territorial party orgenizations om this basis would be strange. 
at the very least (in the USSR this kind of attempt was unsuccessful ). 


"The socialist system and state do mot have to be democratic.” (p 242) states 
E. Erazeus,. giving the examples of China or the Cambodia of Pol Pot. The 
author writes of the latter: “The state therewas treated as socialist, but 
had little in common with democracy” (p 243). Im the first place, from the 
viewpoint of communist ideology, the socialist state must be « democratic 
state for the hitherto oppressed classes. in the second place, the severity 
of the class struggle and the degeneration of the structures of authority 
may deprive this state of its elementary features of democracy, something 
we realized during the pericd of the so-called cult of personality. in the 
third place, history has sot freed the communists from respecting elementary 
moral standards. The genocide committed by the Pol Pot regime disqualified 
both on 4 moral amd ideological plame all assurences that it was guided by 
the objectives of communist ideology. Mesmwhile, for some, ideo! ~gical 
rhetoric is more important then real political considerations. 


Let wus return, however, to the theoretical-methodological layer of Prof 

E. Erazmus's book. The narrative structure of the book oscillates between 
historical description and normative considerations, i.e., between questions 
of how things are, how they were amd how they should be. The author often 
derives answers to the question of how things should be from « description 
of how things ere and how they were. Sut he is faced with the dilemme of 
whether to compere these answers with our doctrines as stated or whether to 
refer to the giver studies. The suthor does not yield any clearcut solutions 
om this issue. so that .cequently we are left without sufficient explanations 
of perticular phenomena and their determinants. Thus, the author's answers 
to the question of how things ought to be sre not always convincing and they 
are highly problematical, since they are inadequately fixed, at least 
comtextually, in the concrete history of our country. 


Mowing om to the isswes layer of the work, I would like to consider briefly 
the discussions of three categories: the party--class--the nation. Prof 

E. Erazmus deals primerily with am amalysis of the first two categories and 
attempts to answer the question that | myself omce raived (see A. Boxinar, 
"Problemy interpretacji jfednosci ideclogii, ekomomiki i polityzi” | Problems 
of the Interpretation of the Unity of Ideology. Ecomomics and Politics! in: 
W. Nosek (editor), "“Jednosc ideclogii, exomomiki i polityki" [Unity of 
Ideology, Ecomomics and Politics), WVersaw 1979, p 92). I stated that, uncer 
the conditions of the socislist cowntry, the working class party is. om the 
ome hand. the orgenizer of the class political movement and, om the other. 
the perty thet exercises euthority, engendering natural conflicts in its 
operation in social life. The prectice of the development of socialier 
Gemoostrates that the latter function has always predominated, emenatirg from 
the exercise of authority that always imposes « series of limitations on 
the formas function. The party, as the orgenizer of the political movement. 
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is interested in perceiving reality in a critical manner, i.e., ome free from 
restrictions of a tactical or instrumental nature. On the other hand, the 
party. in fulfilling its authority, also aust ask itself what are the social 
consequences of this critical wiew of social affairs that is free from limits 
and effected for the bemefit of the public. Prof E. Erazmus raises these 
issues broadly in his discussion of the party-class relationship. Om the 
other hand, he does not determine the relationship of both of these categories 
to « third, wery important element--the sation, an extremely vital element 
umder conditions in which the isswe comcerns the party in the exercise of 
authority in em outright momopolistic manner in some periods. 


Prof £. Erazmus proposes examining the perty-class relationship and its 
broad social environment in sociological categories, although he does this in 
@ restricted manmer due to the lack of empirical data. the lack of study 
findings. in my opinion, this is an ill of « broader nature, but it also 
prevented Prof £. Erasmus from answering a number of questions posed by hin 
in the work. 


The question of the relationship of the aforementioned three categories is 
related to the question that Prof E. Erazmus often reiterates concerning 

the articulation of working class interests, « function performed by the 

party in the processes of articulating the interests of this class. [| cannot 
understand, however, why Prof E. Erazmus claims that the party performs this 
articulatory function omly indirectly. Perhaps it is because the perty, in 
exercising authority in the state, is also responsible for the entire picture 
of social affairs, something Prof £. Erazmus does not articulate fully in his 
own thinking. Thus, the perty must undertake the function of coordinator and 
element searching for tactica!, immediate compromises and strategic compromises 
as well between the interests of the various large social growps. With 

regerd to this, the perty optimslizes the interests of the working class, not on 
the parochia! plame, but om the all-nationsl plane, in view of which it is not 
always in @ position to reckon with its erticulstory functions regarding this 
class. Thus, it aust point owt the interests of other social groups that it 

is supposed to take into consideration. This leads to « number of dangers and 
to the possibility that the perty'’s social fumctions will become shaken, as 

the political history of the 1970's shows. 





Currently, auch is being said about the perty’s identity. However, we must 
find this identity within the class dimension; we must define, as precisely 
as possible. the ultimate social base of the party. From this viewpoint. Prof 
E. Erasmus treated the issues of party identity too sarrowly. He may have 
dome this, however, because en obvious blurring occurred during the 1970's 

in what comstituted the perty’s social bese. There were periods during which 
it wes stated simply that the mation is this social bese of the party. 
Mearmwhile. the party's identity has em ideological dimension as wel! as « 
social dimension. Dr Stlenisiaw) Rainko mentioned this and noted that we sre 
faced with many thorny problems here. This is so because the party's 
ideological identity and the credibility cf this identity om the intel lectus! 
plame ought to mean that the party once egein aust reflect upon the theoretical 
system of its collective thought end of its ideciogical content. 








Neanmwhile. we find ourselves in «4 situation where, for the instrumental ends 
of the exercise of authority, everything that is dome in our country within 
the party framework is called an ideologically correct action that goes into 
making up the empirical compoment of owr ideology. As 4 result. « tota! 
obliteration has occurred with regard to the boundaries between the tactical 
moves of the party that often are included in long-term programs and statements 
of «4 more genera! nature, as well as fundamental statements that create our 
ideology. Thus, there arises the question of how to separate the ideological 
layer (in its strict commotation) from the layer of assertions arising from 
the guidance needs of the party, the instrumental. situationally deternined 
layer. for the purposes of properly ordering the collective thought of the 
party. In my opinion, to this end we in the party must accord the proper 
Sstetus to such concepts as the sociopolitical doctrine of the PZPR. including 
there many issues that are more thar mere ideological questions. 


In the ruling party, a conflict often arises in the roles of the party sember. 
as Prof E. Erezmus noted in pessing. This conflict reflects upon the quelity 
of social life. The conflict im the roles of the party member may be that 
sort of conflict feced by «2 persom that is both a party member and an 
eGministrative official and, in these capacities, performs various nonparty 
social roies. Practice demonstrates that this conflic: always has been 
resolved to the detriment of the duties emanating from the party member 
fumction end to the advantage of the functions related to the administrative 
role and other duties, whether in the state. party or another apparatus. 

This was ome of the fundamental sources of the deformation of our party policy 
im recent yeers and of the lack of execution of directives by party members. 
The resolution of these conflicts is linked with the method of organization 
of authority and with the method of exercising authority in the state, including 
by the representatives of owr party abowe all. These issues swst be discussed 
seperately. 





In conclusion | would like to eddress the issue of the area in which the 
working class is directly the wit of authority. According to Prof E. Eraznus's 
interp.etation, perticularly ~'th regard to the party-class relationship. 

the working class is the direct policy whit. In my estimation, however, we 
must seek better substantiated statements in this area. Studies are needed 
showing which of the working class groups end factions have determined party 
policy in the finel analysis. I have seen unpublished studies that saintainr 
thet perty policy has been decided by the workers’ aristocracy and the ruling 
group. or the layer thet performs leadership services and is tied up with 
private initiative in ome way or another. Given this fact, sey these authors, 
if the perty is to be rejuvenated, it aust be responsible for the poorer pert 
of the working class. in this they look for faithfulness to the ideas of 
Marxism-Leninism to be maintained, only they fail to ask themselves who this 
poor pert of the working class is. If we take as owr basis the statistical 
data om earnings end stratification according to earnings. these will be 
workers in light industry, women and people that are employed in the various 
euxiliary spheres of production, in the vericus services sectors. These are 
levers, working class factions characterized by the most widespreed (ispersal 
and by minor iaportance in roles performed in the tote! process of social! 
renewsl, very vital roles. dSut minor omes. Thus it is extremely important 











that we. in the future, answer in owr research the question regarding which 
working class factions serve as the basis om which the part~ formulates its 
catalog of class interests and sets up the list of preferences of these 
interests. 


In my opinion, in owr theoretica! studies, we also showld investigate the 
extent to which solutions in the economics sphere and the sphere of the 
organization of management in the socialized sector have impacted thus {far on 
the method of organization of social life and on the development of new 
phenomena in this life. I suspect thet many ideas contained in the work of 
Prof E. Erazaus have been determined by factors that are apolitical in nature 
and that solutions in the sphere of the economy and the state sdministration, 
in the various fields of organization of social life largely determine the 
real operation of the party as a ruling party. In ay opinion, we should not 
forget this when we consider the structure of our party in the future as well. 


Dr Stlanislaw) Rainko stated that the party assumes responsibility for the 
state of the ideological superstructure of society and indicates the need for 
actions stimulating and developing Marxist thought in party ranks. He aede 
use of an unfortunate example. however, to illustrate his ideas, namely thet 

of having to mote the problem of the decline of the state as an important topic 
of the group discussion proposed by him. The functions performed at present 

by the state are of the sort that there are no indications that the foreseeable 
future will make the death of the state an empirical reality. The state is 

the instrument of the iagplementation of the collective will of the ruling class 
and its allied classes. it is only through the state that the ruling class 
today preserves the wholeness of society and its functions! stability. In the 
case of the single-nmationality state as iv the Polish socialist state, this 
state also implements 411 aggregate social-national functions. 


Let us be guided in state matters by the theoretical reflections of Engels. 
name ly: 


in the first place, political authority and thus state suthority as well aust 
fumction in accordance with prevailing social needs and interests; such 
authority is then enduring (see F. Engels, "“Anty-Duhring,” Warsaw 1956. p 200); 


in the second place, public authority srose and developed in primitive 
communities as the authority performing four social functions, nawely 

the directive-normative, the organizetional-technical (the techniques of 
social coexistence). the produc ion and, finally. protection against externa! 
danger. These four functions sre indispensable for the existence of con- 
temporary society ‘the nation); 


in the third place, the previously noted aspe-t undoubtedly inclined the 
clascical Marxist writers to use the term “statehood of the communist society” 
(K. Marx, F. Engels, “Works.” Yol 19, p 27, Russian edition). 


In discussing the state. we may proceed in ome of ‘wo ways. First, we se” 
interpret the state primarily as the apperatus of coercion, the apperstus of 
class pressure. Then we can say that even our Polish state is « half-state, 
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or that it is mot 4 state in the strict sense of the word (I a using 

¥.1t. Lemin’s terms in describing the state of Sowiet Russia). On the other 
hand, we may interpret the state primarily as she aggregote organizaticn of 
society/ the netion and consider the evolution of its organizations and its 
macrosocial functions. 


Almost 10 years ago, I happened to take part in « discussion in which the 
question was raised whether conditions were ripe for the deperture from using 
the term Soviet state an’ for the use of a term and concept sore suited to 

the social conditions of the USSa. The answer at that time was no, especially 
since the concept “state” had become fixed in the historical consciousress as 
ome that was associated with everything that surpassed parochial interests. 

This particular context is sery ‘aportant when applied to our society. Perhaps 
the use of the term "stete”™ would have ended if the syndicalistic-self-gowerning 
trend launched by the leaders of KSS-KOR [Social Self-Defense Committee KOR) 
had wor owt, but this is another issue entirely. 


The quality of the ideological superstructure of society and its status quo are 
dependent upon the working class party, although in Poland the party is not 
the only unit that forms this superstructure; toreover, this is not the case 
im amy socialist society. Some party writers identify the ideological «uper- 
structure end ideology in the broad sense with the social consciousness, or 
more precisely, with the socialist consciousness of society ‘see J. Muszyrski. 
"Have the Foundations of Socialism Been Laid in the PRL?” PROBLEMY MARKSIZ™)- 
LENINIZM. 1963. Mo 3-4, p 154). I find this to be « basic misconception. 


Prof E. Erazmus does not equate the collective party consciousness with the 
consciousness of society, which is the essence of the discussions of the 
aforementioned journalists conducted on the hypothetical-normative plane. 
However, he does outline the directions of theorizing that, if developed, 
would set in order collective party thought. The party is an organism thet 
is deeply rooted in society; it is subject to society's influence and exerts 
its own influence upon society as well. The party's impact on the working 
class and om society is contingent upon the theoretical picture of the state 
of development of society used by the party. The content of this sssersment 
is very important. 


The party needs an honest answer from its theoreticians regarding the stage 

of socialist development in which our societ, finds itself and the opportunities 
for, and limitetions on, this development that loom sheed for the next 10 to 20 
years. Undoubtedly, Prof t. Erazmus then will be sable to write the second 
volume of the book we are discussing today. 


Speech by Ludwik Krasucki 


Why am I so heartily in agreewent with Professor Edward Exvazaus's book, 

even though it meets only part of my ‘perhaps overly enthusiastic) expectations” 
It is because this work is, unfortunately, cr. of the few successful attempts 
to rehabilitate intellectually the area of scholarly investigation that was 
known at ome time as “party structure.” 











Mcorting to ay kmowledge--and os «2 journalist with aore then 0 years of 
eepetiagsce io writing sebowt perty isewes | hawe witnessed seny occurrences 

ant chem@es in this fleld--this term hes « long and complex history. The 
precereor of research here (om bis own communist perty. of course) wes Viediair 
Lemio. This sownds benal. since Lenin was the precursor of research in aeny 
‘iel¢e, eccestomed os we are to ceremonialisn and hagicarephy. forus this is 
not emoug>. in this case, however, it saeens « greet desl. ¥. i. Lenin was 
the first ectivist co sterd st the hele of euthority following the successful 
(Ommemict perty rescietion and see end justify the need to reseerch it in 

@ scholerly menmer “with a1] the benefit of inventory.” To use words never 
weet by bin in tais form, he insisted om the comtiausl differentiation of the 
categories “bow chings ore” (sein) end “how things ought to be” (solies’. Ge 
argued om bebelf of the advisability of eddressing a11 aspects of party work 
throwg> the ese of scholerliy ansiysis. criticien ené self-criticies. He 
callet for the emcowering of weaknesses and dangers. seglect and shendonment 

im ewer Dbistoriceal situation, especially during periods of clear successes. 

Se proposed thet the party Se treated as « cognizebie. living orgenien, subject 
to the gemere! ¢lialectice!l rwles of gGeveloprent, of the unity and struggle of 
opposites end the conflict of the new and progressive with the old and 
reareesive. He meade it tmoenm in warlows weys thet the party should change 

or be remewed a6 the reslity being trensformed under its ingect changes. He 
geve of example of the deep comciusions thet could be grewn ond thet aust be 
Greer ‘rom dete or the sete-up of the perty. its sktiv end its euthorities. 

Me GCeecribed the ewolution of the festures of perty-nindedness and of the 
motel of perty commitment occurring under the inpect cf widespread changes 

it the Setions! situation. Be sttenpted to describe the way in which the 
perty «+ rewoluetionery ¢ynenien grepples with the resistance of ciaess opposition 
ant the pest Car's comeciowseness. conserwetive inertia end SOureeucrect ic 
cistortice. 


Mhile | @o mot intend to expend upon this eseubject. | would like to point out 
the polemice! seture of this espect of the theoretice! end practical work of 

v. t. Lemie. It is polemical with regeré to its tendency (‘continusliy arising, 
and especialiy prevalent after the victory of Sowlet euthority and its 
comecli¢etion io the struggie with cousterrevolution end intervention) to 
Seecribe the party vwsing terms of self-edulation end whitewashing. to plece 
the pertry om « pedests! and. instead of ¢rewing upor fectusl sssesements 
Serivet empirically, to use bwreeurraetic. essentisily Sombertic phreseciogy 
cresting « momurente! sculpture of truly statuesque proporticas. 


Amomm the Gwestions thet tormented ¥. |. Lemin, the sost inportaent were those 
related to the comsequences of transforming the party from « force of 

come istent oppositice to « ruling power. « major force for the destruction of 
the old order into « mejor force for the Suliding of the new, « force bettied 
ant oppressed by the euthorities into « force strengthening euthority end 
litewise forced to resort to methods of state coercion egeinat the opposition. 


The Lorimist perty underwent three revolutions those of 1905-1907. March 1917 
ü— Cctober 1917. At the some time. it weet through periods as diverse es 

the veers of the Stolypic resection ead the sew wave of rewolution cherecter ized 
by the everis om the Lens. the phase of ailitery commnien end the SEP ghese. 














the period of cooperetion with the Socialist Rewolutionary Left and open 
confromtetion with former ellies. There is auch evidence that « strom 
imceetive underlying Lenin's precursorial work in the field of party scholar- 
ship wes his eweremess of the compelling need for factual. comprehensive and 
criticel research into whet happens to the party io various situations and 
ender various circumstances. into its impect om the transformation of reality 
— the impect of reelity om changes in the party. 


Why go I use the term “precursor”? Disregerding the consequences of the 
pessage of the last ©) years in which nothing stayed the same. we must also 
mote thet during the tige of ¥. I. Lemin, the party intellectual vanguard did 
mot hewe aveileble ewer «2 part of the tools of knowledge in its possession 
tedey ‘or studying the perty. Te ecomomics of socialism, ststistics, sociology 
em social peychology e111 were ic their infancy by comperisonm with the enormous 
possibilities of these disciplines todsey. The experiences of the party's 
leading role im revolutionary social change were in their beginnings. The 
process of development of institutions! forms of exercising thie role was in 
the emtryoric phase. Thus. the legecy of Lenin is his inpressive boldness 

of thought end his power to see the beginnings. only the beginnings of the 
enormous weae'th of research, sot only om ome, but om the many commrist-tyrpe 
perties. V. I. Lemin meade the giant first step in this field. 


Ame then’ It is em oper secret. but the situation was wery different. After 
the death of ¥. I. Lemin, there was a discussion in the Bolshevik party on 
the neme to be giver to the discipline thet would study the party or research 
pertr isewes. The force of the Leminist model and Lenin's heritage themselves 
placed the subject om the agemds. SBowever. the anti-Leninist machinery was 
elready in gotice. its impect let to the introduction of the foggy. confining 
concept of “"perty structure” [bedownictwo partyjine). It added « specific 
tomel direction te this field end shifted the eccent from research to 
prescriptions end edwice. The deformetions of the 1930's shifted the accents 
further. Alceg with the stmcephere and ettributes of the “cult of personslity.” 
there appeserec strom Segicgrephical accents that opposed thcrough analysis; 
the “Stalinist” perty hed to be « somolith,. en indomitable structure without 
blemishes or flews. Am exception to this rule was the sonstrousiy magnified 
iseve of vigilance, of tracking “enemies of the people.” the obsession with 
the ommipresent “infiitretion” of enemy and alien forces. In studies on the 
perty. the only permitted field of stwéy was the “base” or the “grassroots.” 
The central level was totelly excluded despite Lenin's frequent observations 
thet ender democreti« ceetralien, the lesedership organs. the “top” exert 

em especially important infivence -- *he totaliew of party life. As Lenin 
wrote. this is the imevwitebie price to be peid for the only sew type of 
structure eppropriste for the perty. 


Pardoe this lengthy ¢igressice, Sut I do think that it relates directly to 
“Spor co kestalt pertii.” It does so beceuse we too, in Poland. in the PZPR 
heave wodergome ané ere still undergoing similar dilemmas and complications 
releted to reseerch om the party. if for « comsiderably shorter period of 
time end in « modereted form. We. too, have hed our period of «4 succensful 
beginning. the first glant step whose aajor inplementors were Slacyslaw 
Gomulke and his coworkers Guring the period up to 1968. No ome was sore 

















attached to the PPR [Polish Workers Party) than Wieslaw [Gomulka), m0 one 
valved it more and mo one battled amore forcefully those that saw it as the 
embodiment of evil. Sut from these very angles. Wieslaw, not having access 
to any research tools that arose later, saw and assessed the party in « 
fresh, realistic and critical way. Seginning with the First PPR Congress. he 
noted weaknesses, called dilemmas by name and warned against dangers. 


With the 1948 turn of events, the tone fundamentally changed. A stilted, 
artificial way of writing sbout the party begen to prevail. The “sein” and 
“sollem” cetegories became completely confused. Numerous clements of 
hagiography arose whose first symptoms were evident in Raman Zanmbrowski's 
speech at the Unification Comgress. During the years that followed, party 
scholarship (or “party structure” research) nonetheless developed. The needs 
of life and the owerwhelming pressure of practice determined this. However. 
there were countless berriers, restraints and restrictions. Fundamerta! 
changes in the CPsU [Soviet Communist Party) and the PZPR were ushered in 
during 1956 by the 20th Congress and the "Polish October” events. 


Many things changed for the better for us. Sut many sctive elements of 

former practices and old habits also remained. The records of WSNS (Higher 
School of Social Sciences) show an episode that regarded the administrative 
halting of the work of the team thet courageously worked om this issue. Apart 
from the imponderables that had their impact, a decisive factor was the fear 
of adding to the tools of party research the methods of the rapidly developing 
empirical sociology, «es well as the desire to conceal analyses and assessments 
and mistrust of scientific methods that were not routine, and especially of 
unorthodox criteria. The first secretary of the time, « broed scale activist, 
was enamored of cottage-industry methods on this question. 


After December 197). research continwed to expand. but its growth was slower 
and met with mwch resistance. The dSDrakes still were om, SDut they were « 
differemt set. since the times, the conditions and the charecteristics of 
those making decisions all were different. 


All this was reflected in jowurnslism om party subjects in which penetrating. 
ambitiowsly cognitive texts that cointed up important isswes sat side dy 
sice sometimes with articles that were typical whitewashes or works of 
misguided faith in the effectiveness of empty platitudes. This was the 
sitwation upon the errival of August 1960 ard the stormy cycle of ensuing 
events. 


l have explained ay first reason for sympathizing with Eraznus's book--the 
fact thet it belongs to thet current of perty research thet harks beck to 

the Leninist tredition of pemetrating study, criticism and the differentiation 
of whet “is” from whet “ought to be.” Now for wy second ressom. it is that 
E. Erermus, besed in the renews’. did not yield to the emotions of ' 980-1942, 
that he did sot follow uncriticelly the current fashion for changing 
diametrically signs end colors. Carefully moving forward, he did not cross 
the boundaries beyond which the sphere of the segation of permanent principles 
and the experiences of our movwement--the party of the new type--extends. 





It is not ay intention to give undue praise to the suthor, especially since 
the work is its own defense. Preserving 211 sense of proportion, however, | 
would like to mote that E. Erazmus proceeded in the same way as the aajor 
party forces in the discussion that preceded the Ninth Congress end in the 
same way as the Ninth Congress itself. He did not heritate to call by name 
mot omly ills, but their many causes as well; he ventured into artificially 
taboo realas znd made use of the tools of criticism. He did all of this, 
however, not in opposition to the party. but for the party, not in opposition 
to democratic centralism, but for democratic centraliem, sot in the same of 
capitulation, but for the purpose of finding ways to boring the real state of 
the perty gredually closer to the model, sdapting what “is"™ to what “ought 
to be.” He went the route of the renewal, but he traveled based on socialist 
principles of renewal. The book is part of this current. expressing its 
achievements and its glaring weaknesses. 


Of course, E. Erazmws wrote sany things that were new for such literature, or 
thet lay umused or forgotten but exist in the Polish and international 
literature on the subject. Writing in «4 sew way, be was bound to offend the 
édogmatists with his book (who are generally poor dogmstists in the case of 
Poland, since for them the obligatory tredemark is sot the sechanical inter- 
pretation of V.i.Lenin, but the launderions following the deformations of 
the Stalinist period). Undoubtedly, he would also offend the conservatives 
that forgot nothing and learned nothing but are prompted by their longing 
for form and cootent thet were easy and simple, that ensured quasi-order and 
quasi-calm and allowed rowtiniss and ease to blossem. Sut they prefer to 
forget and to say nothing of the fact that this cowid lead to crisis and 
that it engendered our peinful intraeparty dreme as en element of the overeil 
érame. 


E. Erearmes tells us « great deal about the party in a forceful (‘sometinnes 

too forceful for my tastes) menmer. To say that he does not say «4 great deal 
is to forget seweral facts. First: everything that heppens today in the 
PZPR and im Poland fits into the post-crisis landscape. Sut words fly away. 
escaping along with the words that were written in the journslistic heat of 
previous veers. while writings. especially books, remain. We must measure 

E. Erarmus’s book not against the fever of 1960-1962, but against the calm 
and stability of the vears thet ere before us. In such an stmosphere,. te 
caution, the measure and the internal calm of this bork w‘ll serve as an 
argument in support of the enlightened ideas therein comiained. Second: the 
book will “work” during « period when we will be faced with the inevitable 
threat of the relapse into the old, rather than the chaotic excess of the new. 
For such is the ‘aw of periods of normalcy, including normalcy within the 
perty. I recall thet 2 or 3 years after 1956 and 1970 there was already very 
little talk of remewal and that mistaken conceptions and faulty practicey 
returned in a tidal wawe. Within 2 or 3 years of owr last shock we have not 
only the resolutions of the Ninth Congress, the Statute passed by this congress 
and ownerows documents cutlining current actions in the direction and spirit 
of socialist remewal. but also « few books that for « long time to come will 
support the slogan: “Socisalism--yes. perversions--no!'" In the eres of the 
party. unfortunately one of the few books of this sort is without question the 
work of Prof E. Erazaus. 
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With regard to the pert of the book that discusses the perty'’s role. ay 
conclusions rum in the same direction, if perhaps somewhat further. They 
concern the close link between end mutual interdependence of the many elements 
of factors [as published) of this role thet go into making up the structure 
subject to the dialectical lew of wnities and the struggle of opposites. Here 
a marginal mote that « typical cheracteristic of the hagiographical or 
“monumental” spproach to the party as the subject of study is for sany suthors 
contempt for. and sometimes the ignoring of. the dialectic. 


Interesting! Hoiding «a monopoly om the principled approach and on principled 
assesements. these authors, spesking owt “om behalf” of the Marxist-Leninist 
party, i.e., guided by dizlectical materialism and historical smsterialisn, 
suddenly exclude the dialectical element. Sy what right! Are the rules of 
the dialectic supposed to comcern 211 composite parts cf social life except 
for its mejor socialist wnit, the perty’? Do not the principles of the 
dialectic lend themselves to reflections on the structure thet, from the 
ideological amd theoretical viewpoint, is the maior trensmitter of the 
dialectical method of knowing reality? 


These are sot rhetorical questions. One also sotes many manifestations of 
antidialecticel, reel metaphysical thinking om the party in recent veers. in 
texts appesring in the columms of RZECZYWISTOSC and sometimes in SPRAWY i LUDZI 
\howewer. im the latter ome gust sote the positive insistence om the class 
approach to perty iseves). some suthors (including Docent Dr had Wlodzrimiers 
Lebledzinski end editor Solesiaw Porowski time and agair use am entidialecticel 
comparison to « simplistic ideal instead of « dislectica!l approsech that demands 
viewing realistically the processes occurring in the perty in complex sequences. 
These are processes that sbownd in comtredictions end are subject to the rule 

of the shifting of quantitative changes into qualitative changes and necessitate 
a solid comparison of subsequent real states and the comsideration of the 

totel picture of determinants as they resliy are, “without any extra additives.” 


Wlodzimierz Lebiedzinski--l hewe given only ome example from his prolific 
writings thet ere marked by ferwor ¢rewn from his sentor--over aud over sagain 
claims that many PIPR members. including some of the sktiv, are sot decisive 
propoments of the materialistic, scientific world view. Sut what is really 
simpler than crying owt that the party ought to be 100-percent Mernist- 
Leninist in terms of world view’ Uefortunstely. 211 this leads sowhere. It 
offer mo explanation for why things ere as they are; ‘i. does mot tell us which 
turns of the historical process and which dialectical characteristics of the 
social environment essociated with the party Seve impacted upon the presence 
im the perty of many Selliewers or people that are undergoing vaeriows phases of 
the complex process of changes in world view. There is mot even any attempt 
to emalyze thoroughly the tendencies that occur in this sresa and the concrete 
teskse of the development of the world view of party members. the order of 
these tasks. their spetiel structure. sethods of accumulation or the organize- 
tion of forces needed to implement them. Although the arguments. peppered 
with quotes, rum on for columms, they boi! down to am outcry based om complaints 
and serve es mo sort of guideline for ressomable and effective action. 








Bolesilaw Porowski proceeds in «4 similar manmer or isswves of the working-class 
character of the party and PRON [Patriotic Mowement for National Rebirth) 
practice. Om the first isswe, this suthor. very sure of himself. proceeds by 
crying owt "Working-class,. working class!" Sut repesting the word “suger” 
does mot leave «2 sweet taste in ome’s mouth. Calling for the party to be 
wortine-class from “A to 2” does not apewer the questions that practice 
stubbornly poses, amd not for the first time and not only in the PRL [Polish 
People’s Republic). For example, he do we guarantee the working-ciass 
cheracte: of the party, its working-class composition of euthorities and the 
primacy of workers’ interests in the party that, acting as the leadership force 
im the state and playing a key role in wielding power, includes « high 
percentage of members in the ranks and in the sktiw that belomg to the leader- 
ship cadres and management cadres! Or, without harming the state. Sow do we 
Grew the line of demarcation between the position of the party as the asjor 
force of omgoing government of the country and the position of the perty as 
the vanguard dutybound to articulate end implement the long-range interests 

of the working class, to penetrate through the complex of circumstances of 
time and place with antibwreeucratic comsistency, with umiversal ideals snd 
the gemeral law of the socialist system? 


On the PRON question, this seme euthor raises am outcry of the subject of the 
“pilitancy” of party members active in the movement. the “weivocal character” 
of the views expressed im the PRON forum and the like. These sre inpressive 
slogenms. Out they sre far from the reslities of « structure that has no 
opportunity of playing its proper role in the processes of umiting the 
comstructive forces of the nation either es a forwm for vying ir rewolutionsry 
spirit or as a so-called perty trememission. if ome wishes to de « Marxist- 
Leninist, ome aust have at least « cursory tnowledge of the wealth of Lenin's 
ideas om the essence of the class amd political alliamces that serwe to umite 
people for the cause of socialism. of the notice of crestive compromise as am 
offensive means of class struggle end of the ides of the seed for the comtinus! 
expension of the “entire system of foothridges end gangwaeys™ as «2 tey clement 
of the strategy for winming the trust of the sceparty aeiority. Without this, 
outcries serve so purpose other than the desire. dictated Sy frustration, to 
Gemonstrate thet ome is 2 "genuine." supposedly better communist thar others. 


Likewise, amother author offers « critical view of reslity end includes 
accurate observations thet criticize sewerely such hummer treits es cammot be 
eliminated, end thus must with deslt with. in ome of his articles, he compleins 
thet. insteed of increasing productivity, the Polish worker saiready thinks in 
winter abowt his sumer vacation and in gemeral is interested in his wages. 

It is implied from these erguments thet the party is sot revolutionary enough 
since it cammot bring sbowt « situation in which people heave become ascetics 
that do mot comcernm themselves with vacations or the amount of their wages. 


Mearmwmhile. it seems to me that the perty hes quite different. if related, 
problems hanging ower its head. They include: despite the enormous problems. 
how are workers to be ensured the possibility of meking good use of their 
vecations and what desires in this direction cam be used as am incentive for 
good work’ Sow cen the bumen desire to earn sore be turned towards the 


bemefit of production and senagement’ 














E. Erezmus evoids clatter in his book and raises so outcry. His cool and 
factual amalysis, although scometiaes complex ic form, leads to the elementary 
but quite often ignored conclusions that the role of the party is unity, 
dialectical wmity, and thes the opposition of many elements: government. 
direction end management. leadership. producing an effect and inf lwencing, 
service, yielding to the control and ewalustion of the perent class. working 
people in gemeral end the full force of making projections and of truly 
positivistic implementations! detailing. It is simultameously the affirmation 
and the negation of reality. Without amy ome of these elements, the party's 
role cammot be complete, but becomes distorted and deformed. Sut these elements 
are opposed to ome amother. They are sot owercome sutomatically or without 
conflict, but aust be controlled according to « carefully sapped owt plan and 
based on precise sensing devices. 


Bere - think it is time to come owt against the current expression regarding 
the “strengthening of the perty's role”(which means boti «'' «sm cothizcg at 

all) im fawor of « siapler idea according to which the party's role owght to 

be whatewer is seeded. [If it is too minor, in the chain of the interdependence 
of reel social life, this element. that in essence hes come into ex'sterce to 
move everything forwerd, to direct, dymamize and revise 211 other clements. grows 
weet. We kmow today that this is not « theoretical danger, Sut « real danger. 
Gemostrated by the experiences of the 14 months between August 1980 and December 
1981. Sut what happens if this role is too extensive? It is not true that 
there is never too much of a good thing. The suthor of "Spor o kszrtalt partii” 
correctly motes thet we suffered ill effects « few times when, at the expense 

of constitutions! end statutory rights, in our observing or submitting to 

the lew. ignoring or restricting the systems-type mechanisms of democrecy anc 
the identity of working people. in « segalomeniacal sense of the infallibdility 
and exclusivity of owr arguments in seeking the comfort of unfettered suthority. 
we “strengthened” the party's role in am anti-Leminist spirit of ommipotence. 


What heppemed to the party? £. Erazmus sotes convincingly (if sometimes too 
delicately) that in prectice there developed the ultimetely detrinenta! 
Gominstion of the apparatus over the perty messes and of the informal groups 
of the “reel leadership” over echelons. This led to the uwlinited and 
wecoatrolled euthority of am individual or of several individuals. 


I will mot delwe into this subject, since E. Exarmus has saliready dome that 
comvincingly. I will merely comfine myself to « few reflection om the content 
of Erazremws's work. 


First, let ws leave aside utopic comcept coms of the party in which ewery ome 
of the several million members exerts am identical impect om the formulation 
of the progray end the line. om practice and om the selection of solutions 

and imp'ementationsl peths. There is so such perty. The party needs strom 


leaders’ “ewever, leadership strength aey be short-term, preceding the 
eruptior “(cts thet ere choked oct by eutocratic means, or it may be 
lomg-ter productive socially amd politicaliy. In order for the 
second va. e into being, from the growp of factors that ensure 
leadership »... ‘© must exclude elements thet lead to vwolumtarien, lact 


of criticieom am. ..«<c-edulation, leading to the diseppesrance of sel f-assesement 





and comtrol and, as « result, the imability to rewise decisions em ways of 
acting. Obviowsly, this demands the appropriate persomality traits among those 
that stand at the head of the party, including the instinct for seif- 
preservation. Sut this is sot «mough if « cohesive system of guerentees 
embedded in democratic centraliam is lacking, both in the party and in the 
active cperation of the entire system of socialiet democracy. 


It is time to come owt from under the pressure of the sistak-a thought pettern 
of either « strong leadership or democracy in the perty end the state. The 
correct model is that of « stromg leadership owing to the obdserwaence of the 
principles of intreperty and social democracy. The edherents of the retur 

to the totally umcontrolled authority of « growp of persons perform for both 
the leadership and the entire perty the most diasestrous of services. 


Second, there is a direct proporticn between ensuring perty members and perty 
organizations the possibility of influencing policy om the “mecro” scale end 
the readiness to implement this policy actively. There is mo stronger incen- 
tiwe im this area than the feeling of co-authorship. The herd work of 
discussing patiently draft plans pays off in ebumiance. It permits becoming 
familiar with the field of implementation of « plenmed gove by exposing 

plans to mass party opinion. This is « very representative test of public 
opinion, its active and dynamic pert. Democratic procedure in the party is 
both the most important system of early werning end the gost igportent system 
for prepering active forces to owercome veriows kinds of obstacles slomg the 
roed of implementation of the given plea. 


Let ws come owt from unde the pressure of the swisteken thought pattern of 
either efficiency, competence ard effectiveness or democratic procedure. The 
correct model is that of efficiency, competence end effectiveness owing to 
gGemocratic procedure. 


Third, there is « close interdependence between the authenticity of the 
machinery of democratic centraliem and the party's ideologica! maturity and 
offensive stance. Let us give mo credit to the asive stories, to the 
recurring impression that the ideologice! consciousness and the of fensive 
stance of the perty can be achiewed by putting aillions of ite members «at 
school desks. ever in « situation thet .« orgenized in am exemplary senmer. 
Schooling--yes, but thet is act ali. 


The perty is sot am organization of the cadets of Merxism-Leniniem, Sut « 
group of active perticipaents in sociel, political end ecomomic Life, in 
ideological straggle and in comfrontetion of the old end the sew. The perty 
member is properly trained if the flow of knowledge thet is trememitted to 
him falls wpom the fertile soil of his social experiences. 


The most important premise underlying the receptivity of the party aember to 
the flow of Marxist-Leminist ideological sustenence is the persistent sin 
for the practice of ome'’s own orgenizetion and the entire perty to create 
imcemtiwes that foster this. In « party commended end directed primerily 
throwgh methods of discipline ower methods of explenation, through monologue 
ower ciscussion, throwgh truths ower sssesements and assumptions that ere 
arrived at ‘oilmtiy, these incentives weaken and disaeppeer . 
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Let ws come owt from under the pressure of the mistaken patterns of either 
ideological awareness and an offensiwe stance or the broad scope of 
consultation, discussion and grassroots control aad criticism. The correct 
model is that of ideological swereness and an offensive stamce owlmge to the 
development of democratic practice im the perty. 


Fourth, in the discussion of the iaportent eubjeci of the tuil-time perty 
apperatus,. many statements have beer made that are correct, if unplessent, 
and twice «es many are sisleading. in ay opinion, E. Erazaus puts the issue 
inmtelligentiy. Sut [ feil to mote im his work a very crucia! idea in this 
objectively verw complex and subjectively extremely towchy question. it is 
the question of the kind of party determining the kind of apparetus. To put 
it amother way: whatever the direction of the evolution of party life, of 
its role end of the way this role is exercised, that will be the direction 
of both the selection of party workers and of the molding of their views. 

It also will determine how effective these areas will be. 


Show me the party apperatus and [I will tell you all abowt the party per se-- 
this is the ides | propose ageinst the beckgrownd of E. Erazmus's work. I! 
beliewe it to be «2 walid and just ides. It takes away from the apparatus and 
its empioyees credit for contributions they have sot asde. but it also lifts 
blame for those things thet ere not their responsibility. The relationship 
between the whole and the pert is expressed in the proper manner, and the 
cart is mot put before the horse... Ewery party committee headquarters is « 
mirror that reflects the actual party status quo. 


Let us come owt from under the pressure of the pattern of either democracy 
in the party or an efficient epperatus. The correct idea is that of intre- 
party democracy and an efficient apperetus as one of its conditions and tools. 


Let ws mow go to the question thet | comsider to be the most iaportent ome. 

I would like to point out the special link between the overs]! analysis of 
the party made by E. Erazrmus and « key aspect of its role and operation: the 
link with the perent working class amd society, the capacity to express and 
implement the interests of workers, working people, to serve productively 


the forces that have brought the perty into existence and without whose support 


it can beonly « sect of people with noble intentions but people thet are 
misunderstood or « collection of pretenders that do sot possess « mandate 
from those that they represent. 


The PRL Comstitution speseks of “the authority of the working people of cities 
and villages” and of “the leading role of the PZPR.” The perty is meade up of 
cooly « smell percentage of the working people of cities anc villages. Are 
these conflicting statements, or does ome cance! owt the other’ Such « 
comflict may arise--aend it is explosive in mature and may lead to « crisis-- 
if the party weekens or loses ite ties with its class bese, with its socie! 
supply base. This comflict can be avoided if the party is linked strongly 
to this bese. this supply line. is comcerned about this link and comtinuslly 
renews it. 
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Odviouwsiy. this depends epom many factors. Ome is especially isgportan:. 
however, end it is om the analysis of this fector sbowe ali that E. Erazaus 
builds « significant part of his work. This factor is the active, subjective, 
documented role, comtinoually implemented in practice, of those party forces 
that operate in the front line of work and life and are rooted in the messes. 
being « pert of them ir no wey seperated from the whole. In other words. 

they are primsry party organizations, or workers and farmers, or members of 
the intelligertsia thet do sot perform leedership functions but work at the 
seme levels as others and under the seme conditions in institutions, offices, 
schools. scientific research centers. cultural centers and the iike. 


The fullness of the documented and implemented rights of this part of the 
party is of decisive importance for the link between its leadership staff and 
the working clacs, working people that the party leads and serves, serves and 
leads. The unified interpretation of democratic centralise and practice thet 
complies with this interpretation end concern ower the machinery of intraperty 
gGemocracy that is under the comstent threat of bureaucratisn are not subjects 
for the ruminations of crazy sesthetes or fields for the spectacies of ideo- 
logical cranks, but the sost vitally important, key condition for the success 
of the party end the socialist country. All carel« ssness and abendorment on 
this matter avenge themselves immediately or call forth the latent but 
comstantly attacking organism of disease. All actions in this matter lead 
towards recovery either immediately or over the long tern. 





At a time wher many people lomg for the pattern of an order--a brief ing-- 
the telephone and telegraph, it is well to remember this, ever to the point 
ef boredos. 


I have presented only a few of the ideas that came to me when [ reed E. Erazrmus's 
book. | have explained why it has my recognition and sympathies, and why | 
agree wholeheartedly with the sajor current of the ideas therein contained. 


Briefly, then, allow me to present ay quarrels with the suthor. It is good 
that he has meade use of contemporary methods of statistics, sociology and 
(if sometimes to «4 lesser extent) social psychology, that with regard to the 
sort of structure that is the PZPR. he hes used the structure! epproech in 
many places and that as « tool of party research, in some places he has 

used empirical local studies that are walid today. I do not think, however. 
thet this showld hawe reflected upon the language of the work that sometines 
is insufferably “acedemic™ (as students use the word). 


The author also had to cite many besic ideas that ere generally known. These 
ideas today are of questionsble educations! valve due to the invasion of 

mudd leheadedness and irreputable gossip. in some parts of the book, however. 
that pessiomately calls for ties with primary orgenizetions, the working «lass 
anc society, ome comes upon empty words and needlessly pompows declarations. 
in some places. the comvoluted menner of stating the obvious has an unintended 
comic effect. 


These are mot merely stylistic drawbacks. They hamper the clarity of the 
author's argument. Moreover. every instance of sibetruseness of issues of such 
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complexity and sensitivity threstens awkwardness and biunders in language 
ir which the relentless tracters of supposed heresies are only too ready to 
catch the author. These latter seem to have proliferated of iste, although 
(for E. Exgezmus’s sake ard mine) | hope that they are the byproduct of the 
turn of events, « phase that will quickly pass. it would have been detter 
if the book had defended itself against the overly zealous tenders of the 
holw fire through clarity in language end sigplicity in ergument. 


Finally, | would like to propose that the author, when he works om « second 
edition, expend the perts devoted to the experiences of other parties. The 
issues discussed in the book ere of «2 universal mature. However, the Polish 
reader, including the PZPR activist. frequently hes the mistaken notion that 
changes ir the PZPR statute and auch of what we are doing for the “intraperty 
renews!” is unprecedented and represents a ocatented Polish risk. Thies is not 
the case. Extensive literature exists regarding the Sowiet party. especially 
from the 1920's and the second half of the 1950's. The changes msde in, and 
the research done om the Bulgerisan party in close conjunction with the 20th 
CPS!| Congress are richly documented. There is « wealth of information om 
the post-1956 experiences im Hungary. Nor is there any lack of creative 
research on the party in the CDR and Czechoslovakia from the 1970's. Cuban 
and Vietramese works treat many importent ideas of sore genera! significance, 
such a6 questions of the moral sttitude of communists. The Yugoslavien end 
the Chinese experiences also are worth studying. 


Not only does the author have the right to use this msterial, but it provides 
him with a> opportunity of showing the Polish party activist that the 
problems we are trying to solwe here and now have «a long end complex history 
im the international movement and numerous conmotations for the present. 
Although E. Erazaus's book abounds in innovative concepts, it is not the 
“fruit of all ewil,.” bet am installment of the research and investigation that 
will last as lomg as does the internations! communist movement. as long as 
socialism will be built and improvec,. 4 youmg system subject to refore and 
continually casting off the shell of dogmatism, as vital as o green tree. 


Speech S~ Jerzy Kucinski 


In ay address, | will aeke use of som of the ideas [| used in oF 

review of the book uméer discussion, a review that is as vet unpublished at 
the time of owr discussice here. To get to the heart of the matter. | believe 
that it is extremely vital for this book to have been written. [It is an 
important vwoice in the extensive discussion that has been ongoing in recent 
years on the subject of the party, its role and structure and various releted 
questions. it is lixewise important (and this is something [I sense quite 
clearly when reading the book) that it is an outgrowth of the lively currents 
of discussion om the subject of important politicai and ideological problems 
related to the perty, of the heated and sometimes bitter reflections om the 
subject of its role and operation. 


The contents of the book sre considerably richer then its title suggests, 
since the suthor has sot limited himself to reconstructing and systemet izing 
the various currents of discussion on the subject of the party that circulated 





is Poland after August 1951. The dominant ides ir the book regards tre 
perty’s role and place in society and in the state in general. Prof =. Eraznus 
analvzes this problem on the basis of the )970's in People’s Poland. [It is 
worth noting the extensive criteria used to assess these vears. The aoert 
important of these is an analysis of particular issues from the viewpoist o' 
the adaptability of party practice to concrete, objective sociopolitics. 
conditions. On this dSasis, Prof E. Erazmus sttempts to formulate certsin 
conclusions for today and suggestions for the future. [It likewise show < 

be emphasized that these recommendations sre not only of 4 normative oature, 
but of «a prectical nature sbove all, which is for me a virtue of such thinking. 


Ome of the msjor questions treated by the author of the book is the isswe of 
the methods used by the party to perform its leading and leadership ro ««. 
The author believes that this is a kind of key to the analysis of changes in 
the political and economic system. Naturally, this causes the reader to «ss 
the following question: how are we to understand this prover leadership and 
leading role’ The author sttempts to answer this question by saying that 

it is correct when it conforms to the principles set up in Marxist ideology 
and to the expectations of the working class and the entire society. At 
first glance this idea poses no problem. However, when we begir to take « 
closer look at the criteria for the right leadership. certsin dowbts begin 
to arise. For example, there is the crucial isewe that the working class, 
spoken of in conjunction with the criterion of “leading through the parts.” is 
mot uniform. This leads us to ask on which layer or gorup of this class the 
leadership showlc oe based. Next, as the events of recent years heave shown. 
the views of the working class and its expectations are subject to very rapid 
change. in thir situation, the criterion becomes gore “fluid.” unclear anc 


umspec ified. 


There is still another, more basic premise, however. that aust be examined. 

I refer here to questions of 4 somewhat different nature, namely the issue 

of political/systems-type principles. if we adopt the wiew thet the principle 
of democracy is the most important, anc chat all other principles ought to 
serve its best and fullest implemertation to some degree. then from this 
viewectiee. the “leadership” criterion ought to be linked up with « request 

to answer the question: to whet extent does the implementation of the party's 
leading role lead to the growth of the working class identity. to the deveicp- 
ment of democracy? This question is extreme!y vital mot only for the perty 
itself, but also ir « Sroeder context becaese, a5 experience shows, attempts 
to igplement other principles may not conform to the reslization of the 
principle of democracy This is evident, for exemple, in the published 
assumptions of the law om electoral law whose closer enalysi«s shows how wery 
difficult it is to reconcile the aim to democretize social life with the 
simultaneous observation of other besic systems principles. 


I mote this problem because it is of basic theoretical and practica! importance 
and. moreover, is relatively little studied. I will say, however. that withis 
the circle of Prof E. Erazmus's coworkers, an interesting work appeared 

recently om the subject of the inplenertation of the principle of law anc order. 
it includes pessages that show how. in a number of instances, a conflict betwen 
the principles of lew and order and democracy may arise in the course of 
political practice. 
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Let us return to the subject. It is difficult to gloss ower the fact thet some 
of the author's stetements seen somewhat controversial. For exemple, the 

author beliewes that ome of the fundamental characteristics of the leading and 
leadership categories of the party's role is equality between units or components, 
in Prof E. Exazmws's designation of the political system. in my opinion, there 
is some question with regard to this. Regardless of the manner in which 

the partmership structure of relations between political units (especially 

between parties and organizations of secular catholics, for example) develops, 

the position of thet unit that leads is by definition different from the position 
of the other elements of the political structure. 


im the first chapter of his book’ the author ventures far beyond what is stated 
im his title. I think that it is worthwhile to note the unconventions!, Sut 
interesting ciscussion of the causes of the crisis and his original idess on 
the social sources of deviation. In this context, the euthor shares his 
interesting o®servations with his readers. After the crisis was overcome or 
subsided. i.e.,. after emotions and tensions in society subsided. until acw it 
has Deer the prectice to absolutize the changes mede during that time or to 
recognize them as optimal, aimost model or final. I think thet here he tes 
perceived « serious problem nct only in the pest, but also todey. Here |! avail 
myself of ome of the statements made by the PZPR KC [Central Commitee) first 
secretary contained in his address summarizing the lith Plenum deliberations. 
The first secretary said that we aust become gore fully eswaere of the current 
tasks of the second stage of implementation of the Ninth Congress resolutions 
anc that the lifting of martial law demands that we view anew certain elements 
of the normalization of the situation in Poland end what we ought to derive, 

as it afresh, trom the Ninth Congress resolutions. Then we sust embark upon 
the implementation of these recommendations under new circumstances. 


Another problem worth considering is that of the reletionship between the 
perty'’s consclowsmess-raising of the working class and the party's recording of 
the \mpulses issuing from this class. Prof E. trezmss, essuming that this is 
a historically changeable phenomenon, that in various perinds this relsetionship 
tekes different shapes, has proposed the grasp of this question suitable for 
present Polish conditions. 


Much attention hes been giver in Erazmus's book to issues of the intraeperty 
democracy treated as a definite model for the representative and direct 
democracy. The author notes aptiy thet in recent years (before the August 
crisis). the party lacked discussion in the Leninist sense of the word. This 
wes am expression of the decline of important elements and mechanisms of the 
imtaperty democrecy. Today we must give these mechanisms 4 new. active 
dimension. Here | mean increasing the status of the right of members end 
perty orgenizetions to make recommendations anc proposals regarding the perty's 
political progrem. This right, recorded in the resolutions of the Ninth Congress, 
does mot work as is necessary. The situstion is similar with regerd to the 
right and, at the same time, the obligation of the party organization to sessess 
reguiarly,. through the primery orgenization, those of its members thet hold 
party functions or work in the state epperetus and hold responsible positions 
there. Thus far, this mechanise of perty operetion aiso is not sufficiently 
utilired. 








The author's discussion of the mechanise for electing suthorities in the 

party is especially important. Prof £. Erazaus identifies severa! models of 
this mechenism: the centrelist,. the democratic and the mixed. At the sete 
time. te favors the latter and formulates the opinion that the initiative of 
selecting, discussion and consulting upon candidates ought to rest equse.. with 
superior authorities, POP's [Primary Party Organizations) and local organi. «- 
tions. In the euthor’s opinion, this model is closest to the principles of 
democratic centralise. in ay opinion, however. is position of the author 
reises douwbdts. I question his belief that in the phase of nominating 
candidates, the position of these “grassroots” party sembers from POP's should 
be merkediy stronger than the position of the candidates proposed by the party 
esthorities. Sociopolitica!l conditions cammot be an argument on behalf of 
limiting the democratic principles of party operation, since the resu'ts of 

the centrelistic model of party elections generally are unfavorable. Se note 
@ disturbing phenomenon during the course of the present electors. campeign: 

et some gmina conferences often there are io willing candidates for echelon 
authorities from among workers and peasant::. As a consequence, delegates of ten 
are the employees of the party or functiona: apparetus ‘once sgain we have the 
concept of the “functional sktiv”). 





In bis book, E. Erazmus sakes sany vite! remarks concerning the issues of 
implementing the party's leading role in the state. This is important because 
in this area. theoretical thinking is, in my opinion, especially poor. From 
the viewpoint of theory we know how a given model is supposed to look, but 
prectice has not always confirmed this aodel. On the other hand, with regard 
to certair specific elements of the state apparatus e.g... the judicature and 
the prosecutor's office). we still have serious problems deciding what role 
the party is supposed to implement in these clements. 


In general, the question of how to implement the party's leading role in the 
State so es to strengthen the structure of the state apparatus as defined in 
the Comstitution is still «a thorny problem. it is important that the perty's 
leading role in practice does not lead to the decline in significance of those 
orgens thet occupy « superior position in the entire structure of the state 
edministrative appersetus. 


I think thet « certsic request mey be made of the author. That is thet some 
themes of the work that are very interesting but are treated very briefly». cought 
to be developed. For example, I would like to read more on the subject of the 
inspiretions!. integrational, program and mediative functions of the party's 
leading role. This question hes been studied very little among us. Another 
such subject is the compliance of perty resolutions with the law. This is an 
isewe that often is not perceived, but is vitslly important. Our experiences 
in this regerd have not beer the best. [ft is generally accepted in practice 
thet the most important “spperstus” after the Politburo is the Government 
Presidium. This pattern is carried ower into the local relations of the organs 
of perty authority and the orgens of state authority, and it results in the 
telilure to eppreciate representative organs. beginning with the Sein and the 
Council of State and ending with the gmine [perish] people's council. I concur 
with the opinion expressed by Prof A. Bodmer that. after the period of 
revolutionary changes, when the party itself inspired making writter references 





to the Comstitetion, it must beer the comsequermces o: this. This seens thet 
ite work caenmot be cet of accord with the binding lege! systen. 


Im euch « themeticeliy rich work os £. Erecmus” book, written aimost “live” 

et the time of the operstion of so meny complex processes, of secese'*y there 
mest be wery many themes that reise Gowbhts of 211 sorts emecng readers. for 
example, the euthor writes thet efter 1956. the isolation of the esuthorities 
increased by compericon with the 1950-1956 period. I think that it is difficult 
to prowe this ides. Despite the fect thet there wes « certain curbing of the 
implementation of the proposed reforms, just es in 195) end efter the changes 

of 1970/1971, there were fundements! chenger in the aechenion of the [uactioning 
of seuthority. 


At times, ome can sleo quarrel with the author for sot elweys edhering to the 
perticuler commotatioe giver ia the social sciences for the content of sane of 
the comcepts he wees. While thie is sot secessarily « criticien, where the 
euthbor Goes ese some comcepts is a commotetion thet is sot the usual ome, | 
would like to see « sulteble ergument justifying such usages. 


Amy criticiem, bowewer, carmot bide the fect thet Prof E. Erazaus's book is 

* very powerful woice in the discussion of the eubiect of the socislist renewal 
end the aodercization of the politics! system. It is extremely useful for 
hewica bees issued ot « time of such crucial sociopoliticel changes occurring 
i? our country. 


Speech Sy Stanislaw Swict kowesk! 


| a@mit that when [I set out to read Prof E. Eracmes’s book, I was sure 

thet it would be vet emother textbook in the ficld. The issue of party opere- 
tiom im the theoretical sense is an issue frequentiy raired ic cur Marxist 
community. There is « great deal of literature om the subject, pert ‘culaerly 
of «a textbock end exigvous nature. “4owever, | was pleasantly surprised to 
leerm thet | had before me «2 book on very current problems, written es if st 
the moment tnat the issues sre prevalent. As I flipped through the boot once 
agein be.ore this meeting, | became convinced thet it hed lost sone of its 
currency, despite the many sweeping changes thet heve occurred of late. Most 
of the lesves presented as controversial or discussed in the book (for thet 
is bow | vice many of the questions broeched in the work) still heave sot been 
resolwed or settled unequivocally. Let me «leo sey from the outset that ! 
am wirtwally in totel agreement with the author's sssesement, i.e., I think 
;ike him end the general tenor of the book is close to sy own sepprosech. 


Alomgside wy flights of sdmiretion, however, | must edd the following criticise: 
to be homest,. ome must reed the book at least two times. This is not so auch 
beceuse it is difficult to grasp end because the issues ere difficult to 
perceive as it is dwe to form. If the author is interested in an exchange of 
views end opinions in such meetings es these. | would suggest the need for 

his taking a second look at the whole, based on the eseumption thet this edition 
is the first necessary stage. The work trests an enormous number of iscues. 

In order to comprehend and orgenize them. ome aust first describe ther. 
Perfection of form cannot be expected when something is written in great haste. 








Sech were the seeds of the moment. Now it would be worthwhile to reorganize 
the iseves trested and to eliminate the disorder of the waerious themes and 
the owerwhelmingly descriptive style. 





There is, howewer. « virtwe in this weakness. This first edition certainly 
cam serve a6 am inspiration for several other books, for other authors. There 
ie «2 weelth of meterial here and subjects to inspire the thinking of others. 
Upor reading the book, | ayself made « cumber of notes for sy own use and | 
plienm to return to the work often. 


Please forgive me for taking the liberty of assessing the book in this form. 
Today's meeting is important sot only for the author. I also see its value 

im the fact thet we rarely hewe «a chance for discussion among ourselves, among 
Merxists. Se rerely heave am opportunity to compere the way we think with the 
way others think. [| am mot even speseking about the seed to compere what party 
members that hold different world views think, although this, too, is indispen- 
sable. | am comvinced of this as [I call to wind the second stage of the study 
orgenized by the Center for Studying Public Opinion to answer the question, 
“what sort of socialism?” The study proceeded in two stages. After the first 
stage. in response to « poll. « 600-page paper was prepared that was sent to 
all those replying that hed submitted their texts. The second stage included 
@ meeting of these same people in which they compared their own thoughts and 
views with those of others. The Marxists themselves ewen clashed, Sut their 
coomtroversies were smoothed ower during the discussion. It was pleasant to 
see and bear bow. for example. all of the social democrats that consciously 

or unconeciowsly essumed revisionistic positions by compsrison with Maerxise 
polemicized with the members of catholic associations, with each revealing 

the others weekmesses a6 we sat passively and looked om. it is rere to be 
able tosit and look onas ideological oppoments fly et each other's throats, rare 
to listen to their accusations. There is + need for « mexiauwm of such exchanges 
of thought. for such discussions and such events, to put it facetiously, for 
“perty salons." It certainly would lead to fewer sisunderstandings among us. 


The possibilities for intra-Marxist discussions are also few. Unfortunately, 
owr party does mot get inwolwed here ard does not help to organize such 
meetings. Semetimes it is ewident that others have considerably sore freedom 
of speech. There heve been situatiors in which a certain liberal (1 do not 
wish to use names or newspaper titles. since that is not important) has spoken 
owt in the columms of ome of the weeklies and his article made no reverbera- 
tions, or at best led to two or three replies. No ome organizes such rebuttais, 
meither the editorial staff that hes the clogan “Proletariat of a1! countries 
unite” printed above the paper's sasthead. sor the comrades thet are supposed 
to do such things. There is no reaction, no polemic although sometimes these 
articles are rank nonsense, rubbish that then becomes repeated by others as 
well. Sut let « Marxist or someone that professes to be « Marxist come out 
with something controversial or let ⸗e party member make « controversis! state- 
ment based on Marxist views and immediately « regular “ideological police force” 
goes into action and quickly finds someone that will offer his contribution 

to the esuthor’s piece. And how can we enter into a discussion here, even if 

we would like to, for the issues are inviting, for we are jarred when a potential 
a¢versery lies mudsosked? in such « situation, it is dishonorable to sermonize. 
It is evident how the offering of resistance closes the discussion. 
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Ampother way in which exchanges of thought emong Marxists ere restricted is 
throwgh the interference of the editors. [ reiterate what | once said on 

this subject for internal use. [| consider interference into the party texts 
of authors end into perty weeklies to Se « dangerous sign. | wish | were wrong, 
but something tells me thet the preper cooling of emotions has beer followed, 
with increasing momentum, by the disappearance of reason, of ideological press 
discussions and, consequently, party thinking. I beliewe that aeddlesome 
interference, like too fine « siewe, does mot sort the wheat from the chaff. 
What do we fear’ Some comrades are afraid of « little pussycat. What do we 
heve to hide! Most cases of interference are neither poliiice! observations 
nor substantive comments--they sare just comical! However. Suman dSeings are 
mot supposed to be laughed at. 


As im the past. the propoments of cther ideclogice! orientations ere in « 
better position. It « situation continues in which suthors writing from « 
Marxist point of view become dishesertened and forced to fight their way through 
with their articles, then what hes changed in this regerd’ Sometines we work, 
whether intentionally or unintentionslly. to create the sythologies of those 
weeklies that. when ome has edited out some stupidity. assiduously replace this 
with an ellipsis, making it look as if boundless wisdom and grandeur lie 
comcesled therein. God be with them, Sut [I would let them Seve it. Things are 
different where the party weekly is comernmecd: am article loses some of its 
meaning when it is edited. and the reader knows nothing sbout this. 


The only doors leading owt of the crisis are those inscribed with the 
subjective importance of the working class, with « wise party capable of 
intellectual leadership and democratic, effective direction. That is why the 
party needs those that can think for themselves; this opens up the opportunity 
for polemics and for intellectual ferment. in such encounters, ve become 
seasoned intellectually and owercome unfounded quarrels. The [text missing) 
are mot declining. Social divisiveness is very complex todsey. And scw, how 
is the perty faring in whet is most important for it--the extent to which it 
is able to represent and keep track of the situation of its own ciass against 
the beckground of the other classes and strata! (text out of order) our 
people. perty members ere totally unprepered for the political struggle sgainst 
the opposition and have no experience im ideological discussions. And our 
full-time activists are mot able to talk to the workers, those workers whose 
interests they are obliged to represent and wish to represent. We do not heave 
to prove this; others haewe dome it for us. 


If we are to be stronger theoretically. amd it is with this in wind that | 
speak. considering this our party duty. then first we must convince ourselves 
and we must be clear on issues under discussion. However, our senner of 
thinking about specific problems and our appreech to them differ. We wish to 
unite people at every lewel, beginning with ourselves. the party. This is not 
unity for the sake of praise or the judgments of those at Politburo or Central 
Committee meetings. in Marxist terms. to unite means to reach those situations 
im which the ideological conquering of the prosocialist opposition takes piace 
in the public intellectual argument, after the model of Lenin. The saiternetive 
is Stalin's or Glerek’s “unity.” 











This is sot the firet time | am saying this, et the same time mseking reference 
to Lenin in support of ay arguments. It has already Sbeex pointed owt to am 
thet Lenin livec in altogether different circumstances and times. It is sot 
@ question of times or the situation, or even of Lenin himself. It is «a 
question of something thet is imviclable: the method! It is true thet in 
the works of the classical writers, ome can find « suitable quote for every 
occasion, but we showld take to heart the sense of ¥. |. Lemin'’s letter to 
N. S. Kreshchinekij (dated 16 February 1921): "lL. I hawe mot seen the 
article, bet relying om Kamenew (that he would sot recommend « detrimenta! 
article), I wote for publishing it tomorrow. 2. In such « case, the only 
requirements «re thet 1) « qualifying statement showld be inserted that the 
author or suthors ere writing es private journalists and sot as official 
persons; 2) « qualifying statement that the article is controwersi«! .” 





To return to en earlier topic, of cowrse it is possible to speek st great 
length om the relationships of paerty-cless, perty-aepperatus, epperetus- 
working class, perty cedres, perty end ideology and party and the opposition. 
Each of these identifying slogans is a topic for lengthy dliecussion and sot 
only om this occasion. 


Partyv-class, whom does this mean’ Do we heave enough data to define this class 
precisely’ At the Center for Studying Public Opinion, we are battling 
tremendous difficulties here, primarily be euse there is snot emouwgh data 
defining our society. We wish to study the opinions of society, and not 
public opinion in general. Opinions alweys belomg to someone; they «re 
always specific. We are interested p»rticularly in workers’ opinions. in 
this sense, CBOS (Center for Studying Public Cpinion) is not only « politice!. 
governmental institution, dwt aleo am ideclogica!l ome that gives preference 
to worker interests. The problem is: when we say “worker interests.” to 
whom are we referring! The criteria of the 19th century ere sot lomer 
suitable. The worker today is someone thet earns rlotys by the score. Thus. 
it is the worker aristocracy, Det it is also someome that lives om severe! 
thowsend with « nomeworking wife and several children. He asey be an engineer 
or am unskilled worker, seking the question that of his share in the division 
of labor in the prodwction process. Then there is the peasantry. The peesent 
may be the owner of « specialized, large-scale production farm. « wil lionsire 
dealing in enormous sums or « villager farming 2 hectares of sandy soil, living 
im a thetched cottage with « bunch of kids with no compensatory «4! lowences. 
Thus, thie society presents an entirely different picture today. | do sot 
mention the lower middle clase and the siddle cless, thet in these beard tines 
(text missing) laremot declining). (text owt of order) [Is it possible in) 
this state of eociclogical study to do this? I dowbt it. Generally, research 
makes use of such criteria as ege, sex and education. What. then, can we find 
owt from such studies! What is their usefulness for the leadership role of 
the party end socialist state policy? To what extent is such date feasible 
bere? Can it be used for clase-related decisionmaking’ 


Amother question: perty-epperetus. | myself treated this isewe in my article 


"Zagrorenia i szanse” (Dangers end Opportunities). While it is unpleasant for 
me to speak of this. it is « comcrete element of these general consiceret lone. 


Please obeerve: the subject of the article wes the dangers and opportenitics 
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for the worker isewe, for socialism. Seer the enc of the erticle, ay 
discoursing om dangers and opportunities forced me to treet the issue of 

caére policy. simce this is « key iseswe today and always. | beliewe that these 
are isswes of tremendous importance for the perty at this time. This is so if 
it is to be « party of « sew type. in the Lesinist sense. and thus, om the one 
hand. « party exercising authority end ruling, thet aust hawe highly qualified 
catres. specialists and perty officials. amd om the other hand. « perty that 

is im « position to meke use of the wisdom of the aasses. since without this 

it cammot be « Leminist-type perty. ome thet knows bow to find « common language 
with its own cless. with the workers. 


The latter sepect is sow the pertr’s greatest weakness. The slogan “closer to 
the people” is ebeolutely timely. The fact is thet our cadres are sot properly 
prepared for this and the full-time party apparatus cammot do it, having 

become accustomed to officiating and sot to talking to people. in the article, 
it took oe to semtences to essess the current cedres thet appraised themselves 
amd were tested during the Solidarity period). i still maintain that the cadres 
are rather week in this regard. Of course, this is sot eweryooe. If ome-third 
are good. this is of some significance to the ruling perty. This is nothing 

to take offemse et; it has been prowed and it is evident even sow in some 
plests. “Many people. comvinced thet the attitude to them was thet they were 
like gods. felt offended emd threatened. instead of discussing the damers 

of socialien, the people thet felt threatened took the offensive. Mesenwhile, 

| Bec meade it clear that it was sot « question of « party purge. det of 

clarity of thought. including such clarity in cadre policy. since the issue 

was current even before the Lith Plemum, before the passing of the resolution 

om this isewe. Moreover, it is sot the isswe of the resolution slome, Sut also 
of prectice. [| agree with Stlanisiew) Rainko on this score. There was no 
ceére policy in prectice. SDwt « personme!l poiicr. and there is « crucial 
difference between the two. 


The discussion om ay study of “Dangers and Opportunities” has died Gown. 
There ere always some sort of sore important prectical-political reasons 
that impose silence to the obviows detriment of theoretical isewes. This also 
was the case bere. Sut the problems stayed, sot having been an invention. 
Both supposedly prosocialist tendencies criticized in the article appear 
comtiouwally,. representing « real threat to worker interests. to socialiem in 
Poland. If vou amelyze thoroughiy the RADNOR case. you will find it to be an 
eccurate illustration of whet I wrote, just as is life itself. It is clear 
how the technocrats, om the one hend, end the sembers of the executive board 
and directors ‘in the end penmslized for this by the party’. om the other, 
defend « bed case and their own men. Soth orientations ere socialist in the 
full semse of the word, Sut ask workers whet they think about this. CBOS 
specialists asked. and NIK (Supreme Chamber of Conmtro!) inspectors conf irned 
the eccusations; other, sore serious ones were added on to the governmental 
wastefulness. 


The iesue discussed by Stl aemisiaw) Rainko. thet of how to conduct the struggle. 
is tremendously important. in wy opinion. Against whom ere we to struggic. 
vhom should ve support, with whom should we conduct « disalogwe! [ am very auch 
im agreement with this comcept; it spprosches sy own ides of the struggle 








through segetion and the struggle throwgh ecceptence. “Se are very rigid. we 
know how to struggle throwgh segetion siome. for thet is the easiest wer. 

We ought to take «2 lesson even from cur oppomerts. Take «2 look at what the 
church is doing. The church hes changed its tactics. it does sot isumch 

any full-scale attacks against communism as it omce dic, it does mot curse it, 
battling ws through ecceptance alone. They heave adopted the slogans from the 
workers’ benmers. Look how radically the church's social doctrine has changed, 
how its philosophy of labor has changec. how often they refer to Marx. It seems 
thet they ere ready to accept Marx in his entirety, with the exception, of 
course, of the class struggle end the theory of rewolution. it is in France 
that ther heve gome the farthest. Eecently | skismmed «2 work translated from 
the French by PAX. Om almost every page. st least im the first chapter, there 
were quotes from Marx in « completely positive comtext. Sow do we, om the 
other hend. treat our oppoments! Take « look at whet we publish om this 
subject. They are suits for personal offense, in which ewerything thet comes 
from someone else is treated as inimical and stupid. weoworthy of discussice. 
It is trwe thet whamewer we must battle we must battle. that ome does not 
discuss with the political oppomest,. albeit the propaganda aust lay dere his 
purposes. in ideclogical comfroetations. we aust improve and be present at 
all times. it is high time that we took « critical wiew of the party's entire 
theoretical base. This is am isewe for s ~erate discussion. 


Speech by Karigzierz “Minicr 


The manner in which the perty performs its leading and leadership roles 

is becoming am isewe of primary importance in our system. This happens because 
“the party's leading role--as £. Erazeus states in his book--beinme both ome of 
the truths of the socialist structure and ome of its systemic principles. 
performs senmy importaert functions. The most importaert of these are its 
ideclogical, political amd organizations! functions. These fumctions mew aiso 
manifest themselves as inspirational end mediative.  (...) the status of this 
truth is expressed with special force when the Marxist-Leninist party decames 
the ruling party” (‘p 30). 


The prectical comsequence of this fact cammot S<« cverreted. The historr of 
the PZPR and of the PPR before it supplies us with sufficient proofs of the 
fact thet not only the emmounced progres. Sut ir 2 mo less vital way. the 
practice of the party's performence of its fumction as « leading force exerts 
@ tremendous infilwence om the quslity and the rate of socialist change. What's 
more, if we look at Polish society as the result of the sumtotal of the views 
of the individual states of comsciousmess anc the externmelized political 
attitudes therein comtained. then it is possible. without any greater danger 
of exposing omeself to the charge of equivocation, to state that the party's 
program in its historical development set with the approval of society. 
Frequentiy, however, in crisis situations, the style in which the party hes 
imp'emented its most basic function--that of leading the working class in its 
actions aimed st buliding socialise in Polanmd--hes led to controversy. 


Thus, it is mo accident thet discussices om the aodel of the perty'’s operation 
heve resulted io the most bSbesic answer to the question of how the perty is to 
perform its leading role. Which relationships of the party and the ciess thet 











it represests enc whose sepirations it is supposed to embod, ere the sost 
beneficial from the wiewpoint of effective action end also the preservation 

of ideological principles! Under Polish historical comditioces (with its 

ties to religion being far closer than thoseof menmy Eurcpesr countries, its 
strom soble tradition, relatively week proletarian treditions emanating from 
its ecomemic beckwerdeess. its specific SDrand of petrictism end the like), bow 
are the comwoists. corgemized in the party, to present their cevelopmenta! 
visioe to society, to comwinace society of this vision and integrate society sround 
it? Menmy sech questions, thet are of greater or lesser inportence, Sut «ere 
extremely vitel for prectical ection, may Se sskec. At the same time, we tnow 
how difficult it is to amewer them, how much effort is still seeded to get the 
fects sac bow auch we still aust do to build real social trust in socialion 

end owr perty owt of the swum of these efforts. We alivo mmow how difficult it 
is to translate theory into proper prectical actions end. st the same time, how 
easy it ie to emcumber these actions with either theory or practice. 


Thet is why it is so wery important to improve prectice and to continue the 
creative dewelopment of theory, keeping in sind that there are so perfect 
theories. Here let us eee oo example of metamorphosis from the field of 
physical chemistry: does the fact that there ere so perfect geses. and that 
Sohr's model of the atom is wery fer from the real atomic structure, in any 
wey diminish the importance of these theories’ “owld it be at 211 possible to 
resolve many precticael questions of techmology if science dic not meke use of 
such imperfect theories! We aust reiterate Lenin's words: "The revolutionary 
movement is tapossible without rewoletionery theory.” 


Thes,. precticel isewes mark owt the range of theoretical comsiderations om the 
subjects of bow the perty is to perform its leading role with regerc to its 
classe, bow it is to leed society in the name of working-class interests, how 
it is to perform this role in « given state meking use of the structure thet 
is appropriate to it, how relations between the perty and state orgens should 
shape wp end how the perty showld Swild its own structure to achieve optinal 
results in the implementation of ideological sseumptions while preserving its 
cOmmenist identity. 


The leck of theory. the immature state of research end the limited sature of 
theoretical study of perty structure hee always resulted in losses for it. 
Narrowmindged practicality end « nomchalaent attitude to research in the 
formulation of the orinciples of party ection hewe always resulted in errors 
thet could heave been avoided. The party's task is sot omly to resolve current 
problems Set also to predict the development of ewents a6 closely as possible. 
Clearly, this is em extremely complex task. calling to mind the solution of 
equetions with « lerge oweber of unknowns. Obviowsly,. some mistakes cannot 

be evoided. in amy event, however, the most expensive thing im social practice 
is the triel end error method in « situation where theory enables us to forego 
expensive trials. Let ws then reiterate that the perty'’s structure must come 
into being es « reewlt of theoretical study supported by reliable research and 
obeervetion. VYolumtariem in deciding upom ome practical solution of another 

is alweye very costly. Recent veers haewe shown that thie expense Srings us 
dengerousiy close to benkruptcy. Thus, it is worthwhile to comduct theoretical 
discussions on the structure of the perty,. i.e.,. om its optimel performance of 
its leeding end leadership roles in the process of Swilding socialisn. 





E. Erazmes wrote his book after the experiences of August. The ecesene of 

the title argument boils down to the isewe of whether we showld heave democratic 
cemtralism or Swresucratic centralism. The suthor comes out decisively in 
fawor of the Leminist formula of the fundamental principle of the life of the 
mew type of perty,. i.e.. democratic centralien. This may lead. however, to many 
Gowbts end sisepprebensions emanating from the waeriows ways of understanding 
such comcepts eas the party's leading role, democratic centreiism, ideological 
enmity. social system end structure, decisionmaking in «2 bady, the openness of 
Life amd many others. £. Erazeus tries to give am unequivocal meaning to 
these concepts. He presents their variows interpretations and the development 
thet emanates from the changing situation in which the party hes bed to 
coméuct its struggle enc its work. We also mmow that these comcepts have beer 
weed at every stage and that no ome has denied either their sense or their 
significance, except for extreme and overt revisionists. Thus, the subject of 
the contiawing discussion is, in ay opinion, sot so much the party's leadicg 
amt leadership roles or the seed to deeper democratic ceetralien in the party 
as it is the comceptual scope of these terms. their range and their touwndarics. 


E. Exrazmues aseuwmes that che key to scolwing the basic problems of owr society is 
the perty. The kind of party it will be and the way it will work within the 
entire mosaic of social forces will largely determine cer country’s reality 

amd its political, ecomomic and ideological face. 


Although the party is not the only force in society (e.g., the church is sot 
subject to the direct infivence of the party), "...'t is the only political 
force in the socialist system that can and showld direct the process of 
chamge. It ie the most organized political force. It possesses the theory of 
the building of socialism. Other forces. including the potential sdherents 
of democracy, do mot possess these attributes” (p 93). Hemce, everything thet 
the perty does is of greater significance the similar acts performed by 
someone outside the party. This imposes « special respomsibility om the perty 
amd its echeloms and orgenizations,. «es well as om particular sembers. “That 
is why the question with regerd to why the PZPR must possess and continually 
confirm its ability to lead is not rhetorical” (p 93). 


This ability to lead determines the party's strength. Practice during the 

most recent period confirms this especially clearly. The priority isewe is 

the link with the working clases. the skill to heer workers owt and to set wp the 
perty progrem om this Sesis. The skill to comdéuct dialogue with its own class, 
even coder such unfavorable circumstances as existed Guring the period of the 
crazy Soliderity demegoguery or after the shock evoked by martial law and the 
stepping wp of the activities of the political underground has enabled the perty 
to preserve its position end to bring sbowt « state of sormalcy in Poland without 
resorting to ¢restic repressive measures. it aust be acknowledged that at thet 
time there was so shortege of “hardliners” that called for settling things 
quickly with the opposition anc 411 cppoments. Today we see that choosing the 
peth of dislogwe and not repression was the right thing to do. This is 

evident in plants and in grassroots perty elements. The party's perception of 
existing conflicts, both those that are the historical legacy of previous 
systems-type structures anc those that are growing up wonder the new systemic 
comditions, allows for « realistic assesement of the situation, lends « new 
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dimension to paerty-worker ties, enables demagoguery to be opposed and creates 
premises for rebuilding credibility. Im his work, £. Erazmus encourages 
such perty activity. 


Step by step the party hes been able to regain trust by admitting the mistakes 
it hes meade to its own class and by paeirfully pointing owt errors resulting 
from the plecement of tactical actions over principles. "The party is sot 
strong where excess and corice’ton exist, “were the consistent execut ion 

of resolutions is repleced by inconsistency, where resclutesess is replaced 
by the waecillation of leaders, where ideologics! commitment is replaced dy 
comcern ower perochialist interests, where fervor is replaced by views that 
are in conflict with working-class interests, where views of commitment are 
replaced by bureaucratic views, where politics based om principle is replaced 
by political intrigue, tolerance of views by opportunism and unity is replaced 
by the stretification in ideological end pulitical terms of the sembers of 
leadership, combined with the existence of cliques and coteries that prop =p 
each other (...) [it is sot strong) when the political leedership does not 
perceive the social sources of successes and of the phenomens of deformation, 
when it rejects the possibility for the existence and development of negative 
processes. even such processes as the existence of buresucratian and 
technocratien in the work of the state apperatuc in sociselien and the existence 
of the antisocialist opposition, when it does mot take into account the seed 
to defend the interests of working people before government policy, when it 
fails to take into eccownt the taperative that in its leadership capacity, 

the leadership is subject to the perty and the party in turn is subject to 
the working class, when social phenomena ere explained oly through the aid 
of the operetion of subjective fectors and when leaders think that they are 
alweys able to ect eccording to the goals they have outlined for themselves 
and t> direct events at will” (pp 97-98). 


The open ecknuowledgement of thie list of wesknesses that troubled the party 
perticularly severely during the period between the Seventh Congress end 
August 1960. strongly emphasized at the Ninth Extraordinary Congress. and the 
proposels in the resolutions end documents of this congress for ways to 
surmount these weaknesses have become « besic platform for the party's 
discussion with the working cless. The proposs! for extensive reforms both 

in the political end ecomomic system was «4 vital element of the Ninth Congress 


program. 


The book “Spor o keztalt pertii” includes « discussion of that pert of the 
reforms announced by the Ninth Congress that concern the political systen, 

and perticularly the fundamental force of this system, the party. The author 
analyzes the stenderds of intraperty life, organizational structures, the 
electore!l system, the principles of operation of the party spparatus and the 
machinery of decisionmaking in the party. He aiso discusses the place of the 
PIPER im the political system of Poland. <A sumber of £. Erazrmus's ideas already 
have been iaplemented. These include the preperation of service reguletions 
for political employees that, when lecking, was in Erazmus's estimation one 

of the causes of the slienmation of the apparatus; the preparation of «4 comcept 
of cadre policy that was consistent in its assumptions where the previous 
inconsistency led to degeneration. PRON [Patriotic Movement for Nationa! Rebirth) 








hes arisen a8 4 SOvVement that provides political parties, Catholic «ssoc lations 
and soaperty sembers with am opportunity to conduct « social dislogwe according 
to pertnershi¢ orincip'es. 


The greatest valve of this book. however, especially for practitiomers that 
geal primarily with implementation, em to « lesser extent with the preperetion 
of its program or the research of the operation of the policical systen, lies 
in the persistent pointing cut of the taners to the party that iie within 

the party itself. The practitioner always has «2 temfency to seek out the 
simplest and shortest path in the implementaticn of partial goals. §£&. Erazmus 
warns against this danger. The chortest path is sot necessarily the best path, 
amd ihe siaplest path may turn owt to be very rugged. 


Practice often and willingly uses tested sethods of operation. The press of 
events and the aultiplicity of isswes frequently compel this. This is not 
dve to ill will or for the avoidance of inconvenience, but siaply due to the 
desire to keep an eve on everything, to get 4a grasp om all current issues. 

And so, we have an entry in the Comstitution on the subject of the party's 
leading role. Meanwhile, E. Erazmus aptly notes that “The Constitutional 
entry om the principle of the party's leading role does not guarantee its 
automatic implementation in practice. We should single owt the ideal, the 
structure of the path to the ideal and. moreover, the difference between the 
ideal amd reslity. If reality and new phenomena are not taken into account, 
even such phenomena as the appearance in Poland of « generation of young, 
educated. highly qualified workers, the party is doomed to verbelizing the 
ideal and, a8 a ccmsequence,. to lagging behind the processes of which it was 
the -hief archit<ct (...) mot omly cam it leg behind processes as — result of 
@ prepocteren-« of old methods in leading society, but it cam become shocked 
by the mess unrest of young workers employed in large imfustrial plants (...), 
that it itself initiated in order to create + large-scale industry working 
class. Sameone may say that this is « historical peredox. This does sot have 
te be the case. it is so wher the perty. om the one hend. succumbs to its own 
successes in creating the socialist society and the nation, or wher it tries 
to use obsolete methods to resolve conflicts, on the other” (p 122). And 
although we may add as 42 sidemote thet. in the first place, the working class 
warest did not shock the entire party out only its leaders that were warned of 
the increase in negative phenomena during the discussion that preceded the 
Eighth Congress; in the second place. that there is so ignoring the work of 
orgerized forces of the antisocialist opposition--ome cannot deny that the 
author has gotten to the beart of the metter. We also note another danger 
pointed owt by E. Erazrmus: it is casier for us to belld something at « 
tremendow: effort and with the commitment of large sums than to maintain all 
of this by everyday solicitwdée and work. This refers not only to large plents, 
although it does ceomcern them above «ail. 


E. Erazmus adds many like dengers: the tendency towerd excessive central ization 
where management ostensibly fecilitates Out in reality incapacitates the lower 
elements end blocks the chanmmels of informsticn from the bottom to the top. 

es well es distorting the information flow from top to bottom; the pregmet ic 
approach to the law results in the ascendancy of parochial interests over the 
interests cof society inc general; the wague character of party resolutions 





leads to their interpretation at will; ostensible joint action often puts the 
decisiommeking in the hands of individwals and means that responsibility for 
decisions does not sprees *hroughowt the body and the like. 


According to E. Erazaus,. ail these dangers start from bureaucratic deformation, 
from the replacement of democratic centraliem by Oureaucratic centralism. Here 
also we must say that the author is correct. However, this aG@mission om our 
pert is ummecessary, since social practice, the highest criteriom of truth, 
already hes shown that he is right. 


Besides indicating which perty structure is undesirable, however. does “Spor 
© keztalt pertii”™ introduce any new proposals’ Yes. it does, if only those 
that were put into practice after the work appeared. This is enmowgh to 
recognize the valwe of the work. However, as E. Erazmus points out in the 
introduction, this does sot mean that the book exhausts the isswe. The work 
mainly treats the general principles of party work, and the central authorities 
are the major area of study. Central lewel solutions are of tremendous 
importance since they define the framework of the party's operation. Sat we 
know from practice that they do sot close the isswe. Ewen in the most highly 
centralized system, the apex of the pyramid is subject to the influence of 
the base. Feedback exists between the two. The adoption of the democratic 
route further strengthens the autual interaction of the “bottom” and “top.” 
The ecomomic reform demonstrates clearly that the departure from orders- 
bureaucratic methods in essence increases the importance of centrally made 
decisions. If, at ome time, the detalled decisions of the govermment or the 
Sejm, often taprecise or ill-considered in addition, led to consequences 
after « certain extended period, then at present systems-type deci«ions evoke 
reactions almost immediately. The potential for independent decisionmaking 
within the framework of the system is immeasurably greater, Sut the effects 
of these decisions are also auch gore important. it is impossible at present 
to speak of perty structure without anaiyzing its operation in provinces, 
gminas and plants. it is there that the battle over party structure is played 
out. 


The universally approved program of the Ninth Congress, the democratic Statute 
and the code of electoral regulations will be verified ahowe all in the work 
of the primary end ciddle perty elements. The instruments of democracy that 
EE. Erazmus prescribes so strongly in “Spor o keztalt partii” anc that were 
brought in by the Ninth Congress and subsequent PZPR KC plenums,. like «41! 
instruments, have this shortcoming: they enable much work to be done as long 
as they ere used competentiy. Such is the law of history. | do sot wish to 
be thought of as an enemy of democratization. [| omly wish to guard against 
the naive belief that democracy cam be waluable in and of itself. The 
democratization of life will endure if the party masses. firmly rooted in 
their class, <°'l want to give it 4 permanent character and will be able to 
co this. Th-‘- mamwledge and political culture will decide this. Likewise, 
the general uissemination of the machinery of democracy in turn lies in the 
hands of the elective officials of the epperatus and the party theoreticians. 


Thus, the discussion om perty structure must reach down to its foundations. 
Scientific studies, reflections and the comcepts generated om this basis must 
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encompass the entire party structure. The party is a liwing thing that is 
changing constantly. Thus, the discussion of its structure can never ent. 


Ome camnot reproech « writer for tailing to wrap up « wery complex issue in 
its entirety in « single book. A good rule for the scholar is to select the 
subject of research and reflection. It must give him satisfaction when his 
work evokes among the reader the desire to see the aree of issues studied by 


the author expended. 


The prectitioner sees the need for this, just as it is necessary to view the 
structure of the party mot only through the prism of the errors that have been 
committed and their determinants. It is not « question of passing over some- 
thing im silence. Om the contrary, it is 4 question of showing the evolution 
of «a complex phenomenon: the operation of the party im the reality it has 
transformed. It is understood that this evolution has mot taken place either 
smopothiy or without conflict. Not only is it true that today's errors were 
mot perceived yesterday--they were mot errors yesterday. Today we ere aware 
beyond measure that when gethocs and mechanisms remain unchanged over an 
extended period, they begin to hemper progress and become ineffectual in the 
face of the objectively changing reality. 


Thus, let us mot treat these mechanisms as fixed and binding omce and for all, 
but let us also be comcerned over the compliance of owr goals with the expecta- 
tions end needs of the party and the nation. It is in this field that the 
especially important and responsible role of party theoreticians, their 
theoretical ideas and their books are revealed. 


Speech by Edwarc Eraznus 


Two currents are clear in the discussion on my book: ome that approves 

of the book and another that criticizes its shortcomings. The former current 
was presented by Dr Stl anisiaw) Rainko in his address, aod was comtinwed and 
expended upon in the discussions of Docent Dr Stlamisiaw) Kwiatkowski, editor 
L. Kresucki and others. Prof Dr A. Sodmar expressed the latter current in his 


speech. 


For me, both currents of the discussion are constructive, although | do not 
beliewe that it would be possible in a single book to fwlfili all of the 
methodological demands listed by A. Bodnar. The problem was mot, and is mot, 
an easy ome. When writing «2 book, we must work owr way throwgh many obetecies, 
and mot only those named by A. Bodnar: the adoption of the jicurnalistic- 
scientific convention, the descriptive-historical comvention and the sormative 
comvention. The work is directed towards party members taking direct pert in 
the struggle over the Marxist-Leninist nature of the party. In this struggle, 
many problems and questions suggest themselves. “Moreower, reflections on the 
party ere tied in closely with the specific ideological and political situation. 
Is it possible to ciworce oneself from the r--lities, from the politica! 
struggle? I wrote the book “Spor o keztalt partii” at «2 time when the attac* 
of cownterrevolution was in aotion against the party, when the attachment to 
ossified vertical structures was still strong and. moreover, when the so-called 
lateral structures, various clubs and forums began to emerge. 
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It was obvious to we that we aust defend the party. That is why «a goal of the 
work was. on the ome hand, mot to hide the scmetimes bitter truth sbcut the 
party end. on the other. to embsrtk upon 4 polewic with the various son-Merxist 
currents in the party. I! chose the route of open. honest reflection. even 
though [ anew that | would encounter accusations made both from scholarly anc 
political positions. At that time. it was not easy to abide by the strictures 
proper to theoretical studies. it was sot possible to make statements thet 
were verifiable. Likewise, the literature in existence thus far could not 
serve as a foundation for verifying statements. Hence the open questions in 
the work. [| preferred to make hypotheses thar to be tempted to veri.» each 
idea. Thus, | canmot agree with the charge that [ lacked comcern ower the 
empirical verification of statements. Life itself has verified the state of 
the party to dete, and history has verified the pathological occurrences that 
have arisen, in the form of sanarchcsyndicalism in the perty. for exanple. 


| speak of this in the comtext of A. Bodnar'’s statement on the issues of the 
mation and the perty. I comsciously bypassed the purty-nation and nation-class 
relationships. These are complex issues, Sut that is not why | chose not to 
discuss them. They are problems ir and of themselves to be treated in « 
separate work. Throughout the work, I abided by the principle that if I cannot 
say anything new on 4 subject or exhaust it. | merely ought to note it or bypess 
it. Moreover, the national isswe has a rich base in the literature or the 
subject. In this sense, I agree with the critical remarks of St! aisilaw) 
Kwiatkowski that the questions formulated in the book are projected for several 
monographic works. 


| purposely made the description of social reality end the construction of 
specific statevwents om this basis the point of departure in the boot. it was 
mot mv intention to decide the degree of their universality or their generality 
or to decide which of them are to be obligatory. I[ left this for future 
discussion. Fimaeliy, I did not characterize the state of knowledge on the 
subject of the party. in spesking of controversy within the perty. ome cannot 
but make sterence (or st least attempt to refer) to the theoretical achieve- 
ments. to make some sort of report om past views om this subject. as A. Bodnar 
aptiy noted. We can speak of deviations emanating from the content of past 
literature. i[t is this literature that formed the consciousness of the party 
aktiv from top to bottom. We can sav thet this is ome of the causes of 
simplistic treatment or of the use of simplistic Marxism. Sesides. all of us, 
as ideclogs and theoreticians. have contributed to this ir some way, particularly 
those that have beer involved directly with the theory of party policy, of 
political systems. of the state and the lize. in my estimation. this is ar 
issue we must analyze thorowgh!ly and ever report om to readers. 


| likewise add that discussion on the party is sot merely semantic ciscussion, 
discussion om the logic of language or om the logic of politics. [t is also 
discussion of the research approach to such « delicate and complex substance as 
is the Marxist-Leninist perty exercis nea its authority end also deine Sound to 
steer social changes of « revolutionary nature. it is «iso discussion of the 
vision of the PZPR in categories of the past. ir the context of successes and 
crises and im the context of strengthening tendencies that accord wit? 
democratic centralism or bureaucratic tendencies ir the marty and imbuing social 





and political relations with these tendencies. [It is the discussion cover 
scholarly and intellectual honesty, over the scope of freedom in expreseing 
thought and in formulating hypotheses and scientific statements derived from 
the directives of historical msterisiism. I[ totally share the view of St. 
Ruinko that we aust try to answer not only the question of how the politica! 
process has proceeded. Sut why it has proceeded and proceeds in one way and 
mot smother, the question of which social forces hamper the true development 
of the party arc which groups in the party are interested in the development 
of the intraparty democracy. 


As | look today at tne contents of the book, [| perceive its many gaps and 
failures. I formulated some theses as the point of departure for further 
study. I cowld mot find satisfactory answers to some questions. I! included 
them in the Book in order to inspire discussion. to stiqwiate intellectual 
ferment and also to create a certain precedent in approechiog research. The 
statements of St. Rainko, L. Erasucki and St. Ewiatkowski show ihei it was 
impossible to do otherwise in 1981. Many processes were in the course of 
happening. That is why I agree with the direction of the thinking of St. 
Rainko when he says that reflections om the party showld sot beginr with 
wishes but with a descrigtion of its state in the historical dimension and in 
the context of “the entire benefit of its inventory.” as L. Krasucki aptly 
observed. alluding to the ideas of ¥. I. Lenin. 


Both those opening the discussion and the discussants focused their attention 
om two different lewels of the book. St. Raincko, L. Erasucki,. St. Kwiatkowss i 
anc &. Miniur concentrated on what is contained in the book that is new or 
interesting. For variety’s sake, A. Sodnar analyzed the shortcomings, the 
unclear statements and the obscurities. and looked for what was lackirg in the 
book that he thought it should comtain. [ agree that the teras of scientific 
categories showid be used precisely, that the methods of analysis and verif ica- 
tion of statements should be used accurately and that oversinp if ications 
should be avoided. it should be sdded, however. that siaplifications. of ter 
forced by the state of research, are a form of approaching the truth. I 

think that it is from this viewpoint that one should look at the terms theory 
and concept as they occur in my book. Theory is a collection of general 
statements verified by research or social prectice. Comcept, om the other 
hand. is charecterized by a high level of hypothesizing in judgments. 
Generalizations om the development and patterns of the sanifestation of 
researched phenomena are based on postulates that are hypothetical dwe to the 
lack of complete information. [| am not certain whether the examples listed 
by A. Sodnar may be considered to be postulates. NSometheless. postulates 
have beer the point of departure for the making of important political 
decisions and have not been only the expression of the concepts of theoreticians. 
They have functioned ir practice as principles and political sorms; they heve 
impected on the lives of working people. Hence. research om the party does 
mot confirm the thesis that “ewery scientific-directive statement can be 
formulated as 4 nomological statement.” The principle of the priaucy of heavy 
iedustry over light industry and the thesis om the transition to fully 
developed socialiem did mot assume this form. Not only politicians. but seleo 
theoreticians in the social sciences have treated these principles as some of 
the msior elements of the theory of the tuilding of socialism. Moreower. the 





term “theory” is used with seweral meanings. <A. Sodnar uses it in 4 sense 
based om the study of the theory of knowledge as « system of fundamental 
statements, ordered logically and linked together by means of specific logical 
relationships. This is the right direction of thinking. If I write a book 
abowt current phenomena, however, such strictures sometiaes aay stand in the 
way of scientific reflection. 


| would like to add that description, too, is « scientific category, provided 
that it is based om observation, experience or historic materials. In studies 
comducted to date on the operation of the party and its paths of development, 
the description of the status quo, of its current situation, has been avoided. 
Therefore, the purpose of description in ay book, where it represents an 
important element, is to try to recapture phenomena, processes, events and 
their ceuses and consequences dynamically asd in progress: yesterday, today 
end tomorrow. For example, unless we look .nto history, we cannot explain 
anything properly. This refers to the party *« well. Without history, it 

is easy to forget about the 1956 and 1980 events. ¥ thout history, the years 
1980 and 1961 are merely am accidental pirenomenon, merely « departure from the 
proper building of socialicna. 


L. Krasucki hao noted an important problem. | am speak ng bere of his propose! 
to expend reflection by using a broeder material bese and by enaslyzing more 
extensively the achiewements of other communist perties in the eres of overcoming 
the crisis or surmounting the conflicts that occur uncer the conditions of 

the development of the socialist structure. Here we have the Sowiet, tne 
Bulgarien, the Hungarian and the Czechoslovakian experiences. This allows us 

to grasp the issve more broadly and also to avoid golonocentric, one-sided 
thinking. In the past tradition of research on the ephere of issues of interest 
to ws, two approaches alternated: the universalist and the specific. Wiihin 
the framework of the former, the general was expressed in the mair sometines 
beima limited to a presentation of the assumptions of “doctrine”; within the 
second approach, attention was focused on ovmerical data: the numter of party 
members, the social make-up, the participation of party members in the meke-up 
of people's councils, in social organizations and the lite. Both sepproeches 

z£e@ ome-sided. L. Krasucki formulates yet a-other proposal: naemely, thet ve 
take into account in our research what is universal end whet is specific for 
every party. Under this approach. itis better to be eware of the souplex 
process of the development of owr party. This proposal should be treated as 

@ prectical guide directed towards people involved in research on the perty in 
socialist countries. 


The conception of the question of the working class, perticulerly in teres oi 
the relationships of class vs. party end perty vs. class, is « seperste issue. 
A. Bodnar and J. Kucinski hawe spoken of this. Their dissatisfaction here is 
justified. The work does mot treat 4211 aspects of this important issue for 
three dasic reasons. I did mot intend to exhaust the subject of views on the 
essence of the working class or to reconstruct erguments on such sociological! 
concepts 4s the nation, class and working cless. Let us be fraenk--the state 
of knowledge on the working class in the socialist society, including in 
Poland, is still unsatisfactory. We ere still using the classic, sodel, 
bipeler division. We say that in Poland, we have a working class, 4 peasantry 





anc am intelligentsisa. We also divide society into those that have and those 
that do not have the seans of production, and into those that derive benefits 
from this for themselves and those that are, in some sense deprived of then. 
Karl Marx wrote in “Das Kapital” that he dealt only with the two basic classes, 
but thet thie was due to the synthetic nature of his approach. Nonetheless. 
he <oes not exclude, dSDut rather, envisages the need for the operation of a!! 
classes that really function within the structure of society. We know «4 great 
seal about the besic classes, but we also avoid answering the question of 
whether it is possible to identify sonbaesic classes in Poland. Traditionally, 
we speek of the working cless in general terms as «4 vast, uniform social! group. 
Meanwhile, the working clase is differentiated internally, sometimes 
dienitegreted and ewen divided: there are workers thet participete directly 
in the production process, workers employed in the goods trade and workers thet 
perform leadership functions in the system of management. And there is 
possibly also a group called workers thet rejects the workers’ work ethic and 
wishes to meke « lot of goney with the leest amount of effort. I think that 
the latter group sekes up that pert of the working class that sev be called 
the “lumpenproletariat.” 


Let us also note, if generally, how widely the group of white-collar workers 
is differentiated. Thus, | beliewe thet, as long as we do not differentiate 
the classes that differ mot only in their relationship to the seans of 
production but also in their place in the social organization of labor and ir 
their perticipation in using the nationel wealth, as long as we not able to 
point out the criteria for distinguishing the basic end nonbasic classes. 

it is for that length of time thet such vagueness will continue, for exampic, 
in defining Se cless nature of social end economic policy. 


The question of objective and subjective working c.iass interest is also related 
to this. We know that the perty has not always been successful in articuleting 
properly the interests of perticular occupational groups or the interests of 

an entire class. in all probebility, we will be able to see more clearly the 
interests of the basic classes in the capitalist system that to identify them 
during the period of the building of socialism. We will not be able to 
identify fully the current and long-range interests of the entire working class 
in conjunction with the interests of the other classes, streta end social 
groups. I think it is high time that we try to answer the question of which 
groupe and strats of the working class have determined party policy in the 
final analysis. Is it possible thet so group Ses hed a decisive impact and 
that it is only together that they have consented to certain actions of the 
authorities and not others’ I[ think that we must agree with such an ides. 

Only then will we be able to speak more clearly of the issues of articulating 
the needs and interests of the working cless through the Marxist-Leninist 

party and trede unions. Thus far the party hes aptly articulated the interests 
of the polar classes within the bounds of the period of struggle to gain and 
retain the authority. [| am thinking here mainly of the great social reforms 
that have been iaplemented on the party's initiative. Om the other hand, it 

is more difficult to define secondary interests and the interests of the 
working cless during the period of the edvanced building of socialism. Thus 
far. we have not hed reliable and tested instruments for identifying class, 
stratum and group interests, not to mention the interests of particular regions 
anc provinces. 
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When we speak of the party, we realize thet it hes « dual nature. As A. Sodnar 
has noted, it is the orgenizer of the working class and the force that 
exercises authority, i.e., the ruling party. [t is the working class vanguard; 
at the same time, we want it to serve its class. While it is responsible for 
the socialist direction of the country’s development, it also mwst reckon with 
other sociopolitical forces. This is « dialectical conflict. just as there is 
a conflict between the principle of equality and the principle of the leading 
role of the working class and its party. Sut conflict is not omly « theoretical 
category thet expresses and reflects objective phenomena. Conflicts ere pert 
of the nature of natural and social existence; we gust identify them continually 
and persistently owercame them. Thus. neither the cheap eduletion of the 
working class as “the salt of the earth” sor the bold incitement of the party 
to “push forward” under the benmer of the vanguard belps,. despite the fact 

thet the working class consciousness differs from the party comsc lousness. 

The former approech makes the party into a rear guard and the latter fosters 
the generalized view that the party can do anything it wants to do. It also 
fosters the view that the perty can and should taken upon its shoulders the 
responsibility for meeting all of the needs and interests of the working 

class. 1 differentiate class interests and socia! interests. 


I beliewe that the party is obliged ta identify and resolve primarily class 
and stratum ioterests. Group. regions! and community interests. om the other 
hand, hawe « different status. I say this because | wish to allude to the 
statement of A. Sodmar thet suggests that | think that the party should perform 
the function of erticulating interests only in an indirect manner. Perhaps 
the general nature cf this section of text led to such an interpretation. 
However, the relevant passage was followed by this: “Im theory, the direct 
articulator of working class interests is the Marxist party, amd then the 
state and other social organizations; however, it performs this role indirectly. 
The ar iiculation of state interests is the final stage.” Actually, the last 
part of the statement is imprecisely formulated. | wanted to note the procedure 
for articulating interests in the paerty-social orgamizations-state relationship. 
This does mot preclude the existence of other relationships, about which | 
write in eamother part of may book. The section | have quoted, however, does sot 
imdicate that the party itself articulates and implements the interests of 
working people, including the working class. Other politica! wnits such as 
trade unions, and especially people's councils participate in this process. 

If socialist social organizations, including people's councils, are functioning 
properly. the party cam permit itself « certain distance with regard to 
secondary social interests, and particularly with regard to the interests of 
lower middle class groups. On the other hend. if the party aseumes the 
responsibility for articulating and implementing all interests. then little 
remains to be dome by the other components of the political system: at most, 
there is their duty to implement or passively attend this process. Ewen the 
right to note existing irregularities disappears from the field of vision. 
This is the situation we had in the 1970's. Meanwhile, the fact of the matter 
is that the perty should set up conditions for increasing its distance in 

many matters, including social interests. This does not mean that | am an 
adherent of the perty’s abandoning its duty to observe everything that is 
related ts -ocial interests and its duty to react when group, regional and 
ministerial interests, sot to mention perochial interests, obscure the generai 








interests of society. The party's interference in the sphere of these 
interests, howewer, ceed sot always be direct, l.e., understood as the cuty 
to take pert in executory orgens. The executory function Selomgs to state 
orgens. Meamwhile. the entire time, the party identifies. werifies. programs 
and obliges state organs to meke specific decisions in the interests of the 
working class and working people. 


Let me state another, related problem in the form of « question: is it sot 
a deception to call the working class the ides! class? It is sot merely « 
question of its broed differentiation in teras of age, its role in the 
social orgenmizetion of work end the like. We also may speak of certain 
megetive phenomene within the working class iteelf manifested in passivity and 
apathy that in no wey rule owt the role of this class as the ruling class. 
But are we mot also dealing with « process thet ¥. [. Lemin called the ebd 
of the revolutionary wave! Hence the question of what to do and how to set 
in motion the impulses for continually goving the working class and for 
sustaining mot the great revolutionary soods,. but at least its occupstions! 
and political activiem. This ‘s the dilemma to be resolved. The party is 
not prepared fully for this task. 


In this way we reach the discussion of ideology. The problem lies in the fact, 
however, that ideology defining the party's identity say be (and has been) 
examined in two aspects: the didactic-political (treining) and the theoretical. 
Most often we stress the training aspect, for we rightly beliewe that it is 

the party's duty to bring the socialist comsciousness to the working «lass. 

If it abandons any theoretical ambitions and refrains from creatively 
gemeralizing the role of the working class, however. then we doom the treining 
process to being the repetition of generalized formulas. “We must reveal the 
patterns of social development and implement properly the class interests of 
the funamental. worker social base of the party. The abendomment of 
theoretical ambitions dooms the party to serrowninded pragmetisem. to the 
coordination of conflicting interests, to class compromises and to the solution 
of iseves that are the result of social pressure, to the detriment of the 
modeling of social processes thet precedes the immediacy of current experiences. 


| move now to the question of equality in the context of the leading role of 
the communist party. This isswe is not resolwed im full im Merxist axioclogy. 
Thus, wy statements on this subject may be treated as thinking slong this 

line and a plane for future discussion. The principles of equality and of 

the leading role of the working class affect various spheres of political 

amd social life. Equality, if it may be so expressed. is am idee that serves 
to organize social life according to the sew, Marxist hierarchy of valves. 
During the transitional period from capitalism to socialism, however, socio- 
political relations are organized according to other principles as well, 
primerily throwgh the ushering in of the dictatorship of the proletariat. it 
is an instrument for implementing the guiding principle of equality. There is 
a dialectical unity between the assumption of equality and the dictatorship 

of the proleteriet,. and « comflict es well. If we sbendonm one principle or 
the other. we opem the door to abandoning socialist social reforms and Marxisn. 
The dictatorship of the proletariat is releted directly to the leading role 

of the Lemninist-type party in society and in relation to other political forces. 








This role emametes sot from the comstitutional statement. Set from the fact 
that the working clase and its party pley « reel role in the process of 
building socialism. Thus, equality in the relations of politice! forces is 
mot equillidriam. in the social sciences, equality does aot sean identity, 
understood as the poesession of the same cherecteristics Sy all emits. It 

is omly in the saterel sclemces thet equality is emferstood im such « ome-sided 
way. 


The principles of equality amc social justice ere the supreme values of 
Marxiem. The principle of the party's leading role is instrumental here. 

The two haewe an intertwining relationship, cet they are not identical, «i though 
we cammot speek of « relationship of mutual exclusion. The principle of 
equality, im the firet place, means that there cammot be gore equality io sociel 
relations and less equality in political relations. In the second place, 
together with the principle of the leading role of the working cless and its 
party. it is ome of the basic principles of the ecomomic and socicpolitice! 
system. This relates to sociel and political, cultures! and educations! relation: 
as well es to legel end ewen family relations. It is the theoretical premise 
om which ciwic rights emd duties are besed. The fect thet the principle of 
equality is indivisible hes tmportent comsequences for the organization and 
operation of political institutions, including the party, the ocialist 
éemocrecy amd political life. It marks cut « place in the structure of 
principles for other principles and political standards and gives politice! 
waits mot omly « service role with regard to class, Sut also provides nethods 
for the performance of the wanguaerd role. Equality odiiges politicei 
institutions, the party included, to oegemize politics! life and interparty 
relations in swch « wey a8 to prevent the rights and duties proclaimed in 
ideclogy emd in the constitution from departing from the intended direciton in 
the course of implementation. The living comtent of equality, and of 

democracy as « reeult,. is expressed more clearly, the sore society as « whole 
enc its perticeler classes and strate make use of the rights to which they 

ere entitled. This enables the improved operation of other systems-type 
principles. sech as the worker-peesent «alliance, lew and order and the lie. 


Om the ome hand, perty leadership throwghowt the politica! system is 
indispensable; om the other hend, we must overcome the berriers of inequality. 
mot omly between elements of the political system, but aleo within the party 
iteelf. A party without equality cam be no gore than an efficient instrument 

of operation. Om the other hand, we showld be anxiows for am imrease in the 
party's strength and the growth of its ideological, political end orgenizations! 
position together with the simultaneous decrease in differences between classes, 
and ebowe all differences between people and between the ruling clese end 

its representatives. 


| agree with the wlew of S. Kwiatkowski thet party members end party theoreti- 
clans as well still hawe wery few possibilities for discussing and publishing 
works on important scholarly (including ideological) questions. We know of 
examples of the barriers thet exist here from our own experiences. This is 
mot primarily the fewlt of editorial staffs and editors. The denger has « 
different aspect: it is the “censorship” of informel groups that do not come 
owt publicly. These ere people thet formulate an opinion in offices or 











informal bodies. Their opinions expressed in this way ere primerily seagetive. 
This procedure eliminates re question of truth and falsehood, and even of 
ideological correctness. Om the other hand, when problems are viewed through 
the prism of the edministrative perspective amd are raised to the lewel of 
ideclogicel reflection, thee this “method of discussion” leads to the 
ossificetion of Merzist thinking enc to the dominanme of the sdministrative 
viewpoint in the party. or to the view thet scholarly discussions and their 
idess aust correspoed tothe viewpoint of state executory orgenms. ¥. 1. Lenin 
warned ageinst this danger at the 10th SEF (6b) (Russian Commeniot Party-- 
Bolsheviks! Congress. “We know from experience bow difficult it is to exit 
from the circle of the hebits of intellectws!l and politica! ease. Another 
euch berrier is the feer (otherwise ofter enderstandeble of the return of 
emerchosyedicalien and the fear of the return of irrespoesibility end politics! 
Gemagoguery cultiveted ender the bemmer of “the creative development of 
Marxiem.” amc. et the seme time, at the expense of the party's leadership role 
emé at the price of the ebendoaement of the socisiist direction of the cowrtry's 
Gevelooment. Sometimes, howewer. this fear degenerates into “wiehf.! thinking.” 
replecing the homest enalysis of phenomene and politics! processes by 
statements om behalf of systeme-type principles end preferring the profession 
of good inteatioes to the posing of resl problems thet are tied in with the 
social end spiritusel situstioe of the cowetry. [ft siso happens thet the 
cleis thet « publication is costroversia! is an encoded signal thet it shavid 
be pessed ower in silence, sot soticed. The term “comtrovwersizi”™ is « 
megetive recommendation. Were such « state to comtinwe, we would exit with 
difficulty owt of the enchanted circle of impotence, prejudice and epithets. 
There is so creetive Merziss without « scholarly polemic — Marxists. 
Creetive Marxiem begins where quotes leave off. Creative Marxism is deweloping, 
om the other hend. because of the Marxist amalysis of reality. The working 
cless. the perty, the perty epperetus and the like cam be this reality. 


Ie this wey | would like to make reference to the section of the discussion 
thet trested the party epperetus. There sre sany myths surrounding the eppere- 
tes. Im the pest and now, some heave beliewed thet it is emowgh to broach « 
subject im general, amd this will hesten end ewen cogplete the process of 
strengthening the perty. Such wes the case after 1956 and in 1970. Others 
bellewe thet « changed epperetus guerentees forward movement. | delleve 
thet. im eddition to changing the personme! structure, we gust introduce the 
proper structures end machinery of the perty'’s operation, including relations 
within the perty epperetus. I formulated the research guideline in ay Soot 

im the following way: “(...) the successes and failures of the apperetus 
should be divided betweer party legislative end executory clements. The 
perty epperetus is sot the legislator, bwt « pert of the perty. and the least 
qumerous pert. As such, it also has its own virtwes and shortcomings.” 

This shows that « defensive attitude toward the apparatus is invalid, as is 
em aettitude thet totally discredits the perty epperetus. it is wromg,. however. 
to seperate the party epperatus from research om the party. Trwe, it is sot 
large in owumbers, but it is influential. The force of each sovwement is not 
expressed in figures but also in powers. in the level of organization and 
discretionary powers end in the extent of influence. The apparatus is subject 
to edvisers end experts, it chooses the party sktiv, seeks justifications for 
its ections in « specific ektiw end exerts inflwence on the party press and 





its theoretical publications. The reverse infivence siso is felt. The veriows 
groups of the sktiv try to mold the spperetus sccording to the image and lite- 
oess of their own isterests. Moreover, party smecia centers may aiso de included 
im the party epperetes. Usetil sow, this sphere of party life was out of the 
bowads of theoretical reflectioe. I hewe alluded to this section of the 
discussion aot to polemicize with the criticis# of the apperstus. Set priserily 
to smote watouched. Sut iaportant fields of research. 


The form of the book end the clarity of its arguments have been criticized. 
Im gemere!. | will sey thet it wes sot beste that complicated wy writing of 
the book, Set msinly the complex ssture of the material as well as the 
linguistic style of documents. Perhaps. in the took, | disrupted the propor- 
tioms between the emalysis of reslity ead the descriptice of doctrine. O 
the other head, A. Bodaer’s view that | should have focused sy settectice oo 
how things ought to be is too rigid¢. 


Im comclusion, | would like to share just ome nore observation. The statements 
meade Sy the discussents contained very fruitful proposals. Not only must these 
be coesi¢ered in am stmosphere of calm. duet also we must find forms and sethox< » 
for including them io the research process. Same questions require group 
stedy, end above all. resesrch of « sonographic sature. 


| am gratefcl for the favorable attitude to the book, for the thorough reasdings 
of the text and for the extraectice of the asjor virtues and shortcomings. This 
is helpful for se. The gost taportent thing is that the book has become « 
point of departure for sethodological and substantive discussion. Obviously. 
the work umder discussion does sot open up completely sew research horizons. 

It brings to sind cace agaic the guidelines of Marxist research. Theat is why 

I treat it es ome of the possible sttempts to reconstruct the organizations! 
petterns of the perty ic the process of the building of socizlise and as ome 
of the possible settempts to formulete self-knowledge about the perty. 
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AIR FORCE COMMANDER SELPS CELEBRATE JOURNAL'S ANNIVERSARY 
Warsew SEBZYDLATA POLSKA in Polish Bo 24, 10 Jun SB p 2 


fText/ On 25 tisy 1964 we entertained at our editorial office the 

Air Force commander, Gen Diw Tytus Krawcayc. Despite his power-ending 
official busisess, Cen Krawezyc has found time to meet cur editorial 
team, and during owr comversatioce be stressed that he has been 4 
reader of cur journal for ower 35 years. 


For me has been om active service in the Air Force for many years. 

It was on 3 October 1948 that he entered the Deblin Air Force School, 
where in the course of his second year of training (which was to 

last 3 years) the school commend decided to use his as instructor, 
thus advancing his officer's promotion by a year (1950). Sext, for 
almost 19 years_he worked as an instructor in the OSL /Air Force 
Officers School/ and after that in the WOSL /Righer Air Force 

Officers School/. Se has flown all the comtemporary types of aircraft, 
among others the piston-engine plases Ui-z, PO-2, YAK-11, YAK-16, 
JUBAK-3 and TS-8 SIES, and from 195€ on be has flows jet-propelled 
aircraft, beginmming with the MIC-15. He is am actively flying jet-aircraft 
pilot. Se has to his account about 4,000 flying howrs. In 1971 he 
was in the USSR, attending a course in the Air Force Academy ic Monino, 
and in 1973-1975 he studied in the K. Voroshilow Ceneral Staff Acadeny 
of the USSR Armed Forces. We may add that during tis 1972-1976 term 
he was also a deputy to the PRL Seja. So awch, briefly, for the Air 
Force commander's biography . 


While being entertained at our editorial office General Krawczyc spoke 
im the first place of the problems of the Polish Air Force, close to 
all of us. Im this commection he pointed to certain tasks that should 
become a2 matter of topical interest to cur editorial team. Ome of then, 
of importance, is the popularization of the splendid vocation of being 
a pilot; this should be presented widely to the youth, putting before 
them in varied journalistic form the persceality aodels of nilitary 

amc civiliam pilots, as well as of flying sportsmen. 


Im this frank and friendly comversation, in which the general assumed 
& sywpathetic attitude toward our worries and difficuities im editing 





and publishing owr journal, we also referred to a tradition of our 
editorship in People's Poland. It was precisely by order of the 

Air Force commander of the Polish Army, dated 31 March 1945, that 

owr jowrmal was browght into existence, and in May, 39 years ago, the 
first isewe of the sew SKRZYDLATA POLSKA, reactivated after the war, 
was prepered to be printed and distributed. Thus it has been, the more 
desirable to be visited on this wery ammiversary by the commander of 

the Air Force, Gem Diw Tytus Kraweayc, for which we thank you cordially, 
Citizen General. 
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POLAND 


OFFICIAL PRESS ACENCY CHARACTERIZED 
Warsaw RZECZPOSPOLITA in Polish 20 Jul 84 pp 3, 5 


/Iaterview with editor Janusz Rostkowski, head of the POLISH PRESS ACENCY, by 
Jan Likowski/ 


/Text/ The POLISH PRESS ACEMCY /PAP/, which appears so 
frequently in the columms of owr newspapers, is celebrating 
its 40th anniversary. Sy tramemitting seariy | sillion 
worgs daily and receiving ewen sore, it assures comgpre- 
hensive information about world events. Om the occasion 

of this anniversary we turmed to the head of PAP, editor 
Janusz Roszkowski, with « request for an interview, the 
text of which we publish below. 


/Question/ No organized, aodern society can do without a press agency which 
is capable of disseminating sews sationally and abroad. Perhaps this is vhy 
PAP, althowgh at first under «2 somewhat different same. is practically the 
same age as People’s Poland. 


/Answer/ Of course. The idea itself of appointing a press agency arose as 
early as in the Union of Polish Patriots in Moscow. The soment the first 
Polish territories were liberated the Polish Press Agency, POLPRESS, began 

its operation. This was to be 2 sew type of agency adapted to the seeds of 

the people's state system and to the times. Thus, PAP truly became a contemporary 
of People's Poland, accompanying it as 2 chronicler, commentator and peblicist. 
As for the aame--the word “POLPRESS” was abandoned along the way as too compli- 
cated. This change was aade by your paper's current correspondent, editor 
Marian Podkowinski, who began to abandom the overly-complicated and lengthy 
aame during the first half of 1945 while working as an onduty editor /dyzurny 
redaktor/ of the agency. Later the name change was legally approved by law. 

All the agencies in the world try to use abbreviations which can be easily 
remeabered both aura.ly and visually. We heve accomplished this as well. 


/Question/ That is history. What can you tell us about the official character 
of the press agency, and to what extent is it an element of the askeup of the 


modern state’ 
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/aAmewer/ Today, a0 state can exist without the efficient functioning of news 
circulation. Actually, this is a truism because good sources of information 
have been sought act only by present-day states but also by states in the 
distant past but. of course, they lacked the current high degree of efficiency. 
However, there was always a need for mews. Today, when the world has become, 
so to say, smaller as a result of sew communications poss{bilities, the 
significance of the eptire problenm ami cf oews circulation has risen immpeasur- 
ably. Every person wants to know sot only what is happening in his owm country 
but is the world in general. Ze is interested in social, economic, political, 
military, cultural events aad problems as well as ‘- technology. science. 
catastrophes and, finally, sports. We are interestec in every «ing that 
characterizes a rapidly changing image of the world. However, there are social 
gtcups which aust be informed gore thoroughly and extensively. This concerns 
opinicn-asaking, scientific, technical and eocnomic spheres and, above all, 
people who are 4 part of the apparatus in authority. Ewery agency. including 
PAP, prepares sews and information for people whose function it is to aske 
decisions. This takes the form of special reports which contain considerably 
gore information and article repriats than can be handled by sewspapers and 
radio and television sewscasts. Thus, we create for these groups of people an 
iastrument for becoming aware of what is happening {nm the world. In amy case, 
the POLISH PRESS ACEMCY is the fastest transmitter of sews in Poland and the 
center in Warsaw and in Poland which knows the earliest what has occurred even 
in the gost distant countries. 


/Qsestion/ Therefore, PAP is firmly embedded in the world circulation of news. 
I would like to ask about the methods used in gathering ond transmitting sevs 
information. 


/Answer/ We work in cooperation with 4 large number of press agencies. Some- 
times they are considerably smaller than PAP. However, we also work with the 
largest agencies which control the world news market. Agmong the giants, TASS 
should be sentioned abowe all. It has sore than 10) permanent correspondents 

in the world aed an excellent, comprehensive sews service. Then there is the 
AFP. American UPI and AP and the huge REVTER agency. which is Sritish in origis 
but currently gore internstions! Prom these we can obtain information on vhere 
armed conflict has erupted, where a coup has taken place, who of note has died, 
and the political or social event where a tragedy or catastrophe has occurred. 
On owr part. we tramemit owr own sews abowt Poland to 46 recipients in 4 
languages: Russian, English, French and Spanish. We transmit our news by 

way of cable as well as by radio and that is wiv, as it would seem, there are 
pore recipients than I have mentioned. Several worldwide agencies transmit sevs 
geastop 24 hours «2 day. in our building, sews information is picked up br 
several hundred teletypes. This comstitutes hundreds of meters of teletype 
taper per l4-howr period. it has to be selected, translated, edited and arranged 
according to interests. Despite a great des! of cutting and condensing, w 
provide our sewspapers with such extensive information that it would be possible 
to fill wp ewen four times as much space ac they can reserve for this purpose. 
The speed with which sews reaches us is remarkable. Literally, in a matter of 
several sinutes following ac incident of great importance, such as a large 
catastroehe, a coup d*etat, the outbreak of war or the death of an important 
person, we already have the inivrustivoc ir Warsaw. Radic and satellite coamuni- 
cations mke this achievement possibic. 








/Question/ I would, therefore, like to ask _su about the place of the POLISH 
PRESS ACEMCY on this wor!¢d sews showld PAP’s world “ranking” be 
described’ 


/answer/ I would describe owr agency os medium-size bet in the group of 
“larger sediue-size™ agencies. This also reflects the degree of interest abroad 
in Polish matters and how inportan: they are for the rest of the world. We are 
a typically mational ageacy which operates, above all, in the area of its own 
State. We canmot compare to worldwide agencies which have branches in many 
countries and which transmit their information directly to the newspapers in 
those countries while working there ere national agencies. 


/ Quest ion/ This is also a problem of Third World countries, which feel 
dominated by the flood of sews information flowing through the channels of 
large capitalist press agencies. How do you see this probdlen’ 


/Answer/ This problem concerns many countries and aany commonwealths which 
would like to become independent of the news domination of large press agencies 
operating om the basis of commercial principles. Several national agencies 
have united their efforts but this doew not bring ary effective results. An 
efficiently functioning agency of worldwide scope gust have at its disposal 
tested gethods of gathering sews, work organization, an appropriate cadre base 
and sufficient funds for utilizing the newest technical devices. This costs 
money. Meanwhile, it is generally the poorer countries that went to liberate 
themselves from this domination. However, let us remember that TASS is also 
among the largest agencies with operations in all cowntries of the world. It 
assists weaker national press sgencies with its news services. In this war, it 
enables some sort of balance to maintain itself in the circulaiton of sews. 


/Question/ I would sow like to return once a_ain to the history of PAP. What 
were the beginnings of the agency's activity like in Lublin in 19447 


/anguer/ Those vere difficulty days. The agency actually arose from nothing. 
There were very few if any people in the agency and so equipment or asterial 
whatsoever and practically so techmical means. It wes secessary to iaprovise 
@uring that hot summer in 1944. The handful of people included, among others: 
Michal Hofman, who later became PAP’s editor in chief; editor Swierczewski, 
who was PAP’s ifrst directwr; editor Stefan Ziegmicki, who works to this day in 
Lublin; Lukwik Dmochowski and Sernard Vygodzki who were in charge of the 
technical siniews. for all practical purposes, we had ome old radio receiver 
which we used for foreign language radio monitoring and which took the place 
of the flow of press agency mews. in addition to this, we had two rooms and 

& worn-out sotorcrcle which wes used for “communication” purposes, as 4 means 
of transportation, and for the distribution of bulletins. Such were owr meager 
beginnings. However, some experience did exist in this field because the 
POLISH TELECRAPH ACENCY /PAT/ was active before the war from 1918. It was 
also active alongside the govermment in exile in London. Many former PAT 
employees went to work for PAP, for example, editor Jerzy Sewsjcer, in charge 
of cultural matters, and the outstanding specialist on international asatters, 
editor Zygmunt Sogucki. [| am only mentioning those who are the best know. 
There were also many others woo assisted younger colleagues just begioming PAP 
work with their professions! experience. 
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/Quest ion/ This canmot be compared to the present day. How many bulletins of 
greater importance does PAP issue currently’ 


/anewer/ Besides the basic bulletin for the press, radio and television, PAP 
issues approximately 300 reports daily by means of teletype of which, according 
to our analyses, 50 to 60 are placed in RZECZPOSPOLITA. This includes brief 
information, reports, commentaries and foreign correspondence from all fields. 
Altoge mer, however, we publish W bulletins. for 40 vears sow, we have also 
been publishiag a Special Bulletin with an outlay of approximately 2,909 copies 
for people who gust know gore than any newspaper can provide. This constitutes 
more or less 100 type-written pages daily. The remaining bulletins have a single 
thematic character, for example, economics, science and technology, culture 

at home and abroad, world agriculture, a ailitary bulletin, sports abroad as 
well as a bulletin entitled “FRC and West Serlin,” and many others, 211 the wey 
to a depiction of foreign caricatures. 


/Quest ion/ As a steady client of your agency, I am familiar with most of these 
bulletins. 


/Anawer/ And that is mot all of it. We also transmit bulletins by radio with 
the gost important sews to sailors and fishermen who are owt at sea. Our 
GCLOS MARYNARZA I RYBAKA reaches then dally. 


/Quest ion/ We hold the work of our colleagues at PAP in high esteem. They 
have an exceptionally difficult sews service to perform. How many sews reporters 
are there on your staff? 


/Answer/ Altogether, PAP employs 260 reporters, of which 26 are stationed in 
25 areas of the world. Gur people seldom leave the sphere of aronynity. In 
principle, this only happens when they present their individual opinions, 
commentaries, signed editorials, etc. O viously, we also have branches in all 
provinces. On the occasion of an anniversary, it is customsry to talk about 

the gost outstanding. However, it would be best to talk about oer anonymous 
collective, about the people who through their efforts, frequent emotions! 
tension and great zeal can carry owt 4 basic assignment despite the pressure 

of time under which they aust work. Furthermore, we should also sention several 
hundred people who prowide technical services and who are equally hardworking. 
However, as far as those who bave played 4 prominent role in the work of the 
agency during these 40 years are concerned, I would mention from sgong the heads: 
editor Michal Hofman; editor Julia Minc,. who for 10 years entil 1954 was the 
editor in chief and head for many years of the editorial staff for foreign 
matters; editor Pawel Kwiecinski; the head of the sational editorial staff and 
later director; editor Stanislaw Bonkowski; editors: Zbigniew Soluba, Stanislav 
Lewandowski, Ryszard Frelk, and Andrze! Wyhowski; engineer Stanislaw Tawka, and 
many others. It is a question primorily of those whose organizational skills, 
initiative an“ -~litical observations! insight have had an icflwence on the 
agency’s wor. style. It is they who have shaped the anomrmous achievements of 
PAP. 


/Interviewer/ I wish to thank you for the interwiew. At the same time, on 
behalf of the staff at RZECZPOSPOLITA, I would like to comvey thorugh rou sincere 
wishes to our colleagues at PAP for continued success in their work. 
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YUCQOSLAVIs 


CROATIA DISCUSSES, PREPARES FOR CONSTITUTIONAL CHANCES 
Zabreb DAMAS in Serbo-Croatian 24 Jul & pp 22-24 
[Article by Zeljko Kruseli: “Changes Dictated Sy Practice™! 


[Text] The Socialist Republic of Croatia [SPC] has just begun discussions 
on possible constitutional changes. [t is no secret that things like the 
avthority of all three assembly chambers, delegate elections, the length 
of the term, coamumities of opstinas, and the association of resources for 
projects of general public interest, have been especially subject to 
<riticiss. 


Ie is generally known that seny discussions and analyses of the functioning 
of the emtire political system, which will socom answer the question of what 
needs changing and improving, are taking place at the federal and the 
-epublic lewels. Judging >» the early proceedings of various bodies, 
councils, and offices which are not vet in agreement at the republic level, 
it is apparent that Croatia is in the early stages of preparatio: for 
possible comstitutional chances. Ome sight even make the claim that tn a 
way Croatia lags behind other republics which have made certain “adiustments” 
to their comstitutions in recent vears. 


Iwo Latin, president of the SPC Assembly, recentiy gave his view of the 
problems present is the functioning of the political system: 


“I think it would be politically femsture of us if we were not to see and 
take into consideration the demends which everyday life sakes upon our srster. 
We have to comsider seriously vhat we gust change, adiust, and corrert-- 

by providing specific details and solutions--in the course which we have in 
gemeral laid out by the comstitution, and consider what has been achieved 
froew all of owr party programs and resolutions. We hope that in this way ve 
will provide the opportwmity for the further developweent of our delegate 
system ~ 


In Latin’s opinion, it is virtually the last chance to start to discuss 
these problems seriously in order to get am inventory of problems by the 
end of the year which can be “given careful scrutiny from all possible 
angles.“ The importance of this announced “urgency” is that we will be able 
to come up with the appropriate solutions during the latest delegate 
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elections, the fourth in retation. Latin potas out that delegates vould 
thus be able to begin their term with a somewhat freer hand to devote ther 
selves to their real problems instead of becoming self-involved by returning 
to current probless. 


Five Groups of Problems 


Proving that indeed Croatia does not intend to be content only with words, 
a hearing vas brought to order at a joint seeting of the president and the 
secretcry of the Council of Opstinas of all our republics and provinces, 
headed by Pudi Jelic, president of this coumcil of the SRC Assembly. He 
expressed the hope that ‘rom a mutual exchange of experience “Crostia would 
indeed have the greatest bemefix,” since it would tr to avoid tne nistakes 
of others in making possible changes. However, the painstaking and delicate 
extent of this whole process, vith a multitued of ssocific areas of concern 
in various environments, is indicated by the astonishnent of aost of the 
republic and provincial officials present that there ccists such a 
“unbelievable diversity of practical solutions” in sicilarly delineated 
goals for the more efficient functioning of the political system. Prevailing 
over this situation will not at all be a simple task because in some of the 
goals 211 personal solutions seem to come out as “best serving as exanple 
to the others.” However, the conviction is becoming widespread that the 
majority of republics and provinces “know what ther don’t want,” but at the 
same time are rather uncertain as to what changes the delegate system can 
qualify for in order to carry ot the extraordinarily responsible tasks 
dictated br the constitution and other documents. Thus, as Ivo Latin 
grapeically warns, we sust overcome vith all owr efforts a situation in 
which it seems that “the whole system is tired out and has reached a point 
in which it needs some sort of rest.” 


Discussions abo. possible constitutional changes in Croatia vere actually 
begum much earlier, but the introduction of specific changes vas .0t under- 
taken in haste, certainiv with tustification. Thus, one can only speak 
comditionally about the aforementioned “lag™ behind other areas. The reneral 
impression is that the discussion has >een set in motion over a rather 

wide front, and in some areas, assembly commissions, the appropriate sections 
of the Socfalist Alliance, republic offices, es well as the Presidency of 
the SRC itself have become especially involwed. ft the end of last vear, 
the Assenbly"s Commission for Constitutional Owestions sade up “a survey of 
questions which sight be taken into consideration when waking possible 
changes in the SRC Constitution.” Jovo "gricic, the president of this 
rompmission, was very cautious in his statements because he thinks that only 
all-iaciusive discussions in social-political organizations and communities 
can indicate more precisely what to change over time by the aumercus 
decisions. Yowever, above all in view of necessary litical deliberateness, 
and also considering on the other haxd Rudijo J lic’s presentation at the 
Zabreb meeting of officials of the Coumcil of Opstinas,. ome need not conceal 
the facc that we are concerned with five groups of problems for the most 
part. Thes, we will discuss them one at a time, with the necessary remark 
that present analyses, research, and experience indicate that there is 

no meed to change basic constitutional determinations, and it is a good 
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idea to limit possible changes solely with regard to adding those decisions 
which retard or impede the application of these constitutional principles. 


The first group of questions involves the more or less controversial sphere 
ef activities of all three assembly coumcils, although the Social-Political 
Council is most emphasized in this regard. Assembly officials think that 
the present regulations regarding the independent and equal sphere of 
activity of the councils represent “the weakest, and to a grea* extent. an 
ieprecise part of the republic constitution.” Rud! Jelic pointer out that 
for this reason, none of the councils has beem able to construct “ft*s am 
physiognogr™ on a practical level between 1974 and the present. The sphere 
of activity of the Social-Political Council has unnecessarily been ‘set too 
broadly,” which keeps it from being involwed with basic questions of 
development and defense of the social system of socialist self-management 
when functioning on a practical level. The possible unburdening of this 
council would deal with those questions in which this task has not been 
primarily established. For sake of comparison, changes in constitutional 
decisions with regard to narrowing the authority of this council have 
already been carried owt in “Montenegro, Serbia, and Vojvodina, while it does 
not have indepenient authority in passing laws and other regulations in 
‘Macedonia and Slovenia. The basis for these changes is found in the 6 vear- 
old positions of the SAWPY Federal Conference, and in Kardeli’s “Fravca 
Razvoia” [Directions of Development). The goal of possible changes is for 
the Social-Political Council to lose the epithet of “common ‘urisdiction 
council,” which is sometimes even called “state jurisdiction ccuncil.” 

To what extent it is clearly present in assembly discussions today is best 
indicated by the fact that the editorship of the HOMELAND (!) office also 
enters into its working sphere of activity. 


Centroversial Article 


It is the completely opposite problem with the Council of Associated Labor 
[CAL] of the Assembly. The problem does not so auch involve constitutional 
regulations as in current practice and the sethods of work. Thus, in the 
decisionmaking process involving distribution of income for general and 
joint needs, CAL does not implement its cominant fosition as it should 
pursuant to article 354 of the republic constitution. Article 362 of the 
constitution, which says that all three councils decide equally on the 
system of financing socizi-political commumities, the republic budget, and 
a number of similar strategic documents, causes general confusion. And 
without making decisions om income distribution, CAL camnmot express the 
class interests of associated labor at either the opstina or the republic 
level--in other words, all forms of worker alienation from the conditions, 
resources, and results of his work prevail. 


The problems involved in the work of the Council of Opstinas of the Assenbly 
[COA) are so less interesting. While in practice CAL cammot carry out its 
dominant role in the delegate system, and the Social-Political Council often 
forgets the essence of its existence because its jurisdiction bas Seen set 
too broadly, COA simply cries out for sore important tasks. its role is, 
to put it mildly, tco sarrowly and imprecisely stated. Practice indicates 





that this council is completely independent only in passing laws which 
establish the founding, joining, and changing of opstina areas (which has 
not been dome since 1978) and communities of opstinas, which establish the 
operating procedure of the council, and it also independently carries out the 
election of its officials. Regarding the independence in making decisions 
about development policy, collaboration between opstinas, and other questions 
of interest for working people and citizems in local communities, opstinas, 
and comemities of opstinas, it is really a zatter of an illusion of 
independence because hardly amy question of this nature exists about which 
the extire Assembly would not discuss and make decisions. The narrow 

sphere of ectivity is especially relewamt regarding the COA’s lack of 
constitutional power to be included is problems in the eres of public 
activities. Thus, for example, the council is not authorized to pass laws 

on basic education, although this is <= sroblem which is of vital interest 
indeed to working people and opstina citivreme. For this reason it is sot 
surprising that the COA is the most frequent user of the institution of the 
“interested council,” pursuant to article 365 of the SRC Constitution. 

This concerns the council implementing its definite interest in participating 
in the consideration of certain problems from the sphere of activity of 
another council using the legal privilege cited. 


The second group of problems involwes the electoral system. The Commission 
for Comstituttionsl Qwestions of the Assembly remarks that most of the 
criticism of the electoral system proceeds from the viewpoint that it 
essentially lags behind the possibilities offered by our social-political 
system, that it has not been adequately adapted to the delegate system, that 
it is complex, expensive, irrational, and even “not democratic enough.” 
Decisions involving the election of delegates to the Assembly's Council 

of Associated Labor especially bear the brunt of criticism. According to 
article 353 of the SRC Comstitution, delegates in this council ere chosen 
>y delegations of working people at all lewels and in all sreas of organiza- 
tion, regardless of ownership of production resources. Proposals exist 

to change this article and to choose delegates for this council of the 
Assembly from the composition of the Cowncil of Associated Labor of the 
Assembly of Opstinas. Amother question is whether the delegates so chosen 
represent their work organization, their >ranch grouping, or even the 
opstina which chose them. Criticism has also been directed at the way the 
electoral wmits for this council are constituted because they are often 
organized inadequately and on too large of a scale. Thus, basic self- 
management organizations and communities sometimes have nothing in common 
except for delegates. So even at the very start communication between the 
delegates and the electoral base is lost. 


“Making The Agreement Process Easier 


Also controversial is article 209 of the SRC Constitution, according to 
which delegates of the social-political cowncil of an opstina are chosen 

so that working people and citizens come out directly for a ynified (closed) 
list of camdidates. This almost sakes additional elections impossible, 
since it is necessary to set the entire electoral body in motion for the 
election of ome candidate. The same problem exists with the introduction 











of the institution of the variable delegate. Ome can find many other 
examples of this type, say, regarding the establishment of the delegate base 
of delegates for the Federal Council of the SFRY Assembly. in short, 
because of too such emphasis on the significance of procedure and the large 
number of operations and proceedings, the actual influence exerted by 
working people and citizems om the electoral process is minimized. 


The third group of questions for possible changes involves the mandate of 
officials of the assembly and the council of social-political communities. 
The principle of a l-year mandate, which resulted from amendents to the SFY 
Comstitution in 198l--added to make possible a more consistent inplementa- 
tion of the principles of collective work, decisionmaking, and responsi- 
bility--has proved to be rather inappropriate in some cases. This is 
mostly the case with regard to the president of the assembly of social- 
political commumities. Since there is no collective, guiding body there as, 
for example, in the leaderships of social-political orgenizations (and it 

is possible to change the presidents of these bodies more frequently), in 
practice this cam favor the independence of the executive and adninistre- 
tive bodies from assembly inflwensce and supervision. Characteristically, 
éuring the Zagreb heering involving officials of the Council of Opstinas 

of Republics and Provinces, the Slowenian decision “2 + 2,” which has 
provided favorable results in that republic, was mentioned several times. 


The fourth problem, which is compected exclusively to Croatia, involves the 
status of communities of opstinas as am obligatory, Sut am expensive and 
clumsy, form of commecting opstinas. instead of besring the burden of the 
self-management agreement pro-ess, and agreement among associated opstinas, 
these communities have been turmed into “classic™ social-political 
communities, ox branches of republics (in «a subsequent issue, DANAS will go 
into more detail om their status “between a hammer and an anvil,” and the 
directions possible comstitutional changes sight take) . 


For now, the fifth and final growp of changes designated for constitutional 
amendment is conmected with article 62 of the SRC Comstitution. This 
establishes that association cf part of the resources of social reproduction 
set aside for the sake of helping in the furthering of the development cf 
economically undeveloped regions, in the construction and reconstruction of 
communication, emergy, and other infrastructure projects which are of 
interest to general economic and social development, can be performed on the 
condition that first of all proceedings of the self-mamagement agreement 
process regarding the association of resources are carried out. The prodlen 
lies in the fact that this agreement process includes over 11,000 subjects, 
and the proceedings are very complex and expensive. Only when we attempt 

to eccomplish what has been delinested in the constitution is the opportunity 
provided to guarantee the association of resources by law. in practice, 

it really turms owt that every year the Council of Associated Labor of the 
Assembly passes a law which obligates association of the resources of those 
participants which have not accepted self-management agreements. As the 
aforementioned 11,000 expensive and futile meetings in principle are always 
accompanied by this type of law for urgent action, the agreement process 





assumes the character of a “self-management farce.” The solution lies only 
in an essential simplification of the agreement process. 


All of this is only a indication of the sany future discussions at al. 
levels of orgamization and only during the coming months will we be able 

to see vhether possible comstitutional changes go in ome or amother direc- 
tion. Perceiving problems om the part of opstina assemblies, communities 

of opstinas, and the Assembly is only the first step. That is whr Ivo Latin 
was especially emphatic in saying that “we will not achiewe nearly the 
results we want if the Socialist Alliance is not included in the process 

im the most direct smanmmer as coordinator, as well as the syndicate is 

work organizations, to say nothing of the LCT, which must help and keep 
vigil ower this process.” 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


SERBIA'S YOUTH PAPER MOCKS CRITIC OF POLITICAL APHORISMS 
Belgrade OMLADINSKE in Serbo-Croatian 24 Jun SB p 3} 
[Commentary by Mirko Mlaker: "Satire--Enemy of the People?) 


[Excerpt) If by some chance « hater of wit expressed in its most concise 
tornm--aphorisms--haed found himself in the crowded small auditorium of the 
Kolarac People’s University 31 May, he would surely hawe been rolling his 
eyes. wiping the foam of rage from his lips with shaking hends, end running 
to the first telephome to report those setirists and their enthusiastic 
audience to the SDB (State Security Serwice). There were so many “antiso- 
cialist™ and “antistabilization” theses at the surprisingly public gathering 
that every homest taxpayer would have gathered the impression that “hostile 
slogans” were being chented not by 14 but by at least dowble thet :umber of 
“subverters of the social and governmental order”! 


What can so serious citizen think when he hears Raedivoje Bojicic saying, “Our 
aim is mam. Aim! Fire!" Does Bejicic not kmow that ideclogice! purists 
realize that he is trying "> sey that human freedoms are being destroyed in 
Yugoslavia anc that military policemen are arresting inmocent artists and 
torturing them by tickling the soles of their feet? Or: whet is Miloven 
Vrzine trying to sey with this? "Our Csesar would have a Brutus in each 
republic and autonomous province.” Is he not questioning the constitutional 
status of the federal wnits’ That ewening, seweral hundred maxias were stated 
that the "McCarthyites” would calmly class as counterrevolutionary slogans! 


Who needs books such as “Write the Same Way You Shut Up”? im the very title 

of this flowerpot of malice [reference to Zagreb conference document condemning 
oumerous writers and intellecutals, nicknamed “Flowers of Evil” after 
Baudelaire). Srane Crocevic unmasks himee!{ as an impudent revisionist that 
even rewords the famows sentence coined by the great reformer Vuk Karadzic 
("write the same way you talk”). In amy case, research arranged by the commis- 
sion for agitation and propaegends confiraus wholeheartedly the thesis according 
to which silemce fell upon the League of Communists and delegate bodies right 
after the publication of this book with its destructive title. 


However. since we have newer been formelists, let us peer into the contents 


of this besket of insanely poisonous fungi. Ome analyst hes said that he Knows 
very well what Crncevic is trying to sey with this aphorise: “A capable person 
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goes off to join the chetniks end returns from the pertisess.” in the 
Amaivst’ s+ opinion, Cracevic is mot only trying to stir up dissension in SUBNOR 
[weterans’ orgenization) bet is also “forgetting” that we are a multiethnic 
cowntry. Where are the [Croatian] Ustase, (Slovenian) Whiteguardists, 
[Albanian] Sallists, and the others? In another maxin, the Analyst continues, 
Sramse uncovers his clericalism: “Why only the church? The devil showld heave 
been seperated from the state, too.” When vou reed this nonsense, what can 
you think bet that the euthor is edvoceting reversing the course of history. 
i.e... remerrying church and state? Anyway, who is the dewil that is linked 
with the lerger sociopolitical community? Perhaps the fraternal Internations! 
Mometary Fund. eh? Perheps Merz? Or self-management’? Only political illiter- 
ates fail to comprehend what Cracewic is trying to blacken. 


Unfortunately, many such books ere sprouting up. pretending to be anthologies 
of sayings bet really being hotbeds of obscurentism and pessimism. The works. 
mot to say misdeeds, of Vieda Bulatowic-Vib, Pawle Kowacewic. Dusko Radovic. 
Zarko Petan, Milenko Pajovic, end other seuthors of ephorises contain sot « 
word of enthusiess for what has been aechiewed, sot « word of praise or support. 
Their ideas stink of criticism of ewerything critical! 


However. the cownterproductive noisemakers deceive themselves if they think 
thet mo force exists to put an end to their filthy rebblerowsing efforts. The 
anticommenisz in them did not escape the ewer-slert right eye of the ideclogicea! 
hawklet Stipe Oreskovic, chairman of the republic-lewel committee of the 
Federation of Socialist Youth in Croatia. Im an article entitled "Who Decides 
and Not Who Tells Stories” (VJESNIK's supplement SEDAM DANA of 10 March), 
Oreskowic cammot “pess ower or ignore certain fundamental trends that might-- 
under certain comditions--grow into cohesive ideologies or even politicel sove- 
ments." He degrades his sermon concerning genuine dangers (e.g... “worry” over 
the “imperiiment™ of the nation) with these unserious words: “There are anti- 
com™mmenists. too. For exemple, they pen such ephorisms as these in youth papers: 
‘Ome perty is sufficient to displey en ebundaent repertoire of encapsulation,’ 

or “Under communism, boots will mot be sold--they will be free," or *Some 
peoples play « poor geme of poker. they throw owt « king and get Dack « 
gendarme (word play in originel: zendar= queen in cards), or ‘For those who 
hawe trouble finding their bearings in books. we have introduced booklets 
[perty membership certificetes).° Of ccurse, there is a lot more, but to list 
them further would be in poor taste. Even this is sufficient for « superficial 
illestratior of «a much deeper ent iccamenist proces®. which does mot exist solely 
among young people.” 


Tae fowr-member geng of “anticcamunistse” hes finally been exposed. The virtuous 
youth activists and fighting perty men has called a spade « spade and has 
framkiy. to their faeces, sig@ost in « communist menmer. called staffers for 
OMLADINSKE. STUDENT. and MLADOST--Aleksendar Baljek. Viedimir Jovicevic Jov, 
Petar Laezic, and the deceased Zoren Spasojevic--aenticommunists! FEterns! 
gratitude to Comrede Stipice! Fans of sphoriems hed thought that these were 
the fowr aces of recent Yugosiev satire, but now they recognize their profound 
error. 
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Some persons ere worried ebowt the future turnings of the ideological and 
political cereer of the Anti-enticcemunist. who hes displayed « high degree 

of imconmsistency. Sowever, those persons who sre astomished that three and 

a belf months heve pessed since Stipe's tale withowt his hawing decided to 
imitiaete the question of the political end criminal liability of the horsemer 
of the sepocalypse--they are torgetting thet the crime of anticommenist 
ectiwity is newer subject to emy statute of limitations. Just like war crimes. 


CSO: 2800/4657 








TUGOSLAVIA 


PRYOSLAY RALIC DISCUSSES YOUTH PROSLES 
Selgrade SOCIJALIZAW is Serbo-Croatian “No 5, Mey SS pp 703-715 


[Article by Prwoslav Balic: “The League of Communists and the ‘Youth 
Question" Today™) 


(Text) “Only the san who assumes respoasibility for his 
own freedom can be free. And caly the san who is in « 
position to decide democratically can assume this respor- 
sibility. I think that it is precisely this avareness 
that should be the starting poiat for the policy of 
self-managing socialist society with respect to 

younger generations.” (Edvard fardeli, “Pravci 

Rarvota Politickog Sistema Socijalistichkog 
Samourpravijanja” [Directions for the development 

of the Political System of Socialist Self-‘“enagement). 


The ideclegical fear of youth as am alternative factor in social changes 
is enfustified, and it is characteristic of exhausted vanguards. The 
political alternative presented by routh only appears om the social scene 
when the LC, through the msammer and content of its work, rules owt the 
possibility of youth's comprehensive social affirmstion in all areas of 
life, in their esrliest vears--as stated in the LOY Progra:. 


Lenin also warned about this seed to view youth as a relatively autonomous 
factor in his article “The Youth Inaternaticaal™: “It often happens that 
representatives of the older gemeraticas do sot kacw how to approach youth 
properly, end youth is forced to approech soctalien differently, sot in the 
same way, sot in the same form, and sot under the same circumstances a5 
their parents. For this reason, emong others, we must absolutely Se in 
favor of the organizational eutoncmy of the youth alliance, sot just because 
opportumists are afraid of this autonomy, dut also because of the very 
essence of the matter, since without complete autoncey, routh vill neither 
be able to make itself into good commmists, sor to prepere itself to bring 
socialise forward.” 


Of particular significance to us is Tito’s warning, which he gave as early 


as 1935, speaking about the causes encouraging vanguardiem among young people. 
On that occasion he said, “With its slight or almost sonexistent comcern for 
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youth, along with various other mistakes, the party organization has 
increasingly lost its standing in the eves of routh. We are sot thinking 
of wing this to justify the various nistakes nade by youth, and its 
erroneous ideas about the role that it plays in the workers’ sovement 
iastead, we are warning you sbout your cmissions and aistakes, so 
cam avoid them in the future. Undowbtedly roung peovle have gone 
many things, and these excesses have already been pointed to in 
letters and the role of youth in the workers’ movement has been explained 
to them. It has been told that it is set youth but rather the party that 
is the vanguard of the proletariat. Sut it is difficult for youth to uder- 
stand this, if the party organizations do act demonstrate through their vork 
that they ere truly the vanguard of the proletariat.” 


t you 
far in 


EERE 


Secial and historical circumstances today have changed in many respects 
since the time when these positions vere expressed. Sut what practice has 
confirmed as true has remained for our commitments today, and that is the 
fact that the older generations canmot ask routh to become fully integrated 
into society as ther have created it, that it is secessary to be sensitive 
to the time in which yvroung people are living, to their new seeds, and their 
new spixritual and cultural stimuli. Specifically, we cammot lose sight of 
the fact that vouth has the right, just as the fathers of today's young 
people did when they vere youmg, to create a society and to participate in 
its creation. Furthermore, there has also been the experience in this 
regard that the vanguard sature of the iC has to be demonstrated to youth 
through practice, throwgh the real vanguard activity of the commumists and 
their basic organizations. 


Thus, in discussing youth, the LO is discussing itself. This is the reason 
for the relevance of the positions from the LCY Program that deal with 
youth. In addition to tme call for “comprehensive affirmation of vouth in 
all areas of social life,” the LCY Program sars: 


“The basis of the social education of routh is work and the sobilizatice of 
youth for the purposes and tasks of socialist construction, as well as the 
participation and direct respoasibility of young people, even in their 
earliest years, in social organizations and the orgams of socialist self- 
management, i.e. a direct link between rounmg people and the probliess of 
seciety, anc comcrete work resulting from the practical social conditions 
in which today’s routh lives. Abstract lectures without 2 link to life 
cammot have an influence on the formation of the ausreness of routh. 
Education, relying on responsible work in society, vill equip youth for such 
work, while also forming its ewereness. Since rouns people are educated 
primarily by relaticaships in society, the methods of education should be 
based on these relaticaships and on the position of vouth in then.” 


The strategy isn these program positions is obviously still applicable 

today. The LC’ Program is a good reminder for us that without “comprehensive 
affirmation of vouth in al! areas of social life,” and, even sore 
isportantliy, without “creative activism, social responsibility, and labor 
discipline om the part of rouma citizens, who become involved through their 
organizations anc on their own self-construction, equipping themselves to 





manage social affairs”-—-there can be so results in resolving the vital 
issuance of the voumger generatica. 


i. 


Ome of the reasons, if we may say so, vhy “young people cammot get to speak” 
is the wmemplorment of « large sumber of qualified and highly educated 
members of the younger generation. This is the primary acute proble: of 
both society and roung people. 


An answer to this problem has to be found. CSbviously this has to do with 
the mistaken systemic scholastic orientation of some youmg people, the 
attempt to get amy Kind of diploma as quickly as possible, a diploma that 
becomes 2 piece of paper preserved for a long time before a job is found. 
There is 2 large oumber of wmemploved pecple who have formal qualifications, 
and for whom there is very little reeuirement in society. All of this ugkes 
the problem of the umemplored people considerally more difficult. “any of 
then, as shown by research, feel themselves to be helpless and without any 
standing in society. This is a consecuence of the fact that they are not 
working, creating income, or performing social tasks. Their exclusion fros 
the world of work often sakes these young people radical critics of the 
society im which they live, and gives rise among them to a lack of faith 

in the value of the self-management orientation in social development. 
Unemploved youmg people are particularly outraged by manipulations of the 
competition policy. For the most part, the express critical doubt regarding 
the realization of fraternity and umity, compensation according to vork, 
self-management right, the right to make decisions om important social 


issues, the influence of roung people om decisionmaking, and equal possi- 
bilities for emplorment. 


The divisions betveen emplovred and uenemploved are definitely along genera- 
tional lines, since most of those wesploved are roung people. We have to 
ask alow’ why it is that those who will not work, those who ere bad vorkers, 
who take away others’ fobs, are not among the menploved. 


Young people, with reason, condeme several phenomena that represent «< brake 
on the direct emplorment of young pecple. Ther primarily heve in sind the 
occurrences of ummecessary work on the basis of a labor comtraect, the 
wiustified hiring of honorary colleagues, the employment of retirees, the 
continued emplorment of workers who meet the conditioas for « pension, and 
keeping people with low qualifications in jobs that require higher qualifica- 
tions. There exists a large number of poor vorkers and unprofessional 
people, and there exists also a large number of youmg professional people 
vho are sot working this has to be changed. 


The Marxists of the 1920's believed that the “old structure™ (they had in 
mind the bourgeois cless) could sot and did not succeed in satisfying then: 
the permanent or occasional uemployeent of intellectuals wes one of the 
typical occurrences of this inability, which assumed harsh characteristics 
for the youngest, if it does not offer “open horizons.” Om the other hand, 
this situation leads to “closed cadres” of a fewdal-military sature, i.e. 
it itself causes problems that it cannot solve. 











We have to take care that this position does sot sound too familiar in our 
t I thisk that it does sound that war, but that the reasons for it 
are new and different. in any case, we have to create, 45 soon as possible, 
a policy and practice that intellectuals, roung people who have graduated 
from a umiversity or a college, cannot be without work. Without this, the 
fall into questioning the orientation of socialist development and into 
questioning the orientation of socialist development and into questioning 
vanguardisn. Without this, there truly are reasons to speak of “closed 
cadres” that cannot solve the modern problems of society. 


It is matural that wmemploved young people do not have sufficient confidence 
that the probles of uemploynent will be solwed by ecomomic and politica! 
leaders, employnent communities, and various legislative bodies. Unemploved 
young people do not even believe that the youth organization will resolve 
anc solve this problem, and certain lessons should be learned from this. 
There is even the very interesting fact that unemployed young people have 
the least lack of comfidence, in regard to the employment of the umexploved, 
in the LC. This definite faith in the LC on the part of the wmenployed is 
a significant resource that sust be utilized more thoroughly in the future. 
Specifically, it is necessary to increase the responsibility of the Lf at 
all lewels of orgamization--from the OOSK [LC basic organization) to the 
Central Committee-—-for a more comprehensive. more lasting, more realistic 
and practical policy for the employment of youth, with visible results, 
both this vear and in vears to come. If we are not capable of emploving 
highly qualified and qualified young people, then we have been defeated. 

We need 2 practical policy in action: as many jobs and apartments as 
quickly and as cheaply as possible. 


In all likelihood it will mo longer be sufficient or justified to speak 
about the numbers of people to be emploved during a vear. it will be ruch 
more significant to aim at realistic strategic solutions, but ones that 
also function iamediately in practice. 


In the future, the Lf will not be able to use its activity to substitute for 
insufficient work by factors in the economic amd political systems. The 
greatest problem of the LC today is that the increased dynamism of the party 
forums is compensating for the static nature of the social system <s a 
vhole. in the future things should go in the other direction: toward 
creating a system for the organized emplorment of youmg people, toward 
increasing the responsibility of associated labor to expand the foundat ions 
for the employment of new young people, especially professional people, on 
a basis of greater productivity, and toward creative initiatives from 
organized youth to find alternative seans for the emplorment of yvounr people 
wherever associated labor can no longer do this fer objective reasons. ur 
course should be such that we will open up iobds that from the creative and 
orgamizational standpoint will be new jobs. When not objectively necessary, 
we should omit from a competition the requirement fer working experience, 
and ais for an open competition of abilities. 


Ie is clear to all of us today that the uemployment of youth is to a 
considerable extent the consequence of trends in modern cechnology, eners, 





oscillations, and worldwide shortages. We sre aiso teeling these conse- 

quences. Naturally, we also have some sources of menmplorment of our com, 

which consist primarily of the lack of a linkage Setween the educational 

and training system, and the real personne!) needs of associate! labor. 

There is no personnel planning, and there are mo reel systemic grants for 

personnel. Therefore in the future, and even today, it will not be possible 

to solwe the probles of uemploynent through separate actions by the party, 

and even less so through political amd soral appeals, but rather only through 
@ long-term linkage between — ans — and ⸗ creation of quite 


exp lovnent . 


Undoubtedly the LC still bears the responsibility in seeking and encouraging 
a broadening of the channels of commumication Setveen mwenplored young 
people and associated labor in saterial production amd in social industries. 
All of the vital problems of 4 young person should not be identified with 
the need for hiz to assume the responsibility of his elders, to enter the 
world of adults, since youth also has its om amthropological, human valve, 
the same as old age--but it is also correct thet memplorment is the sais 
cause of generation revolt, trauma, and even dissatisfaction with society 
and its values, since young people do not know how or are wmable to solve 
this problem. The fact that roumr people are mot included is organized 
social life at the right time, that social differences affect the rounger 
generation from education to work, leads to samy ideolorical, political, 
and value consequences for the society in question. 


The commemists and the LC basic organizations in suterial production should 
stress the question of their responsibility tor emplorment ani the policy 
of accepting trainees. It is necessary to encowrage assemblies of working 
people, worker councils, and trade mice am yvowt> organizations is 
collectives to be concerned with this om « comtinuing basis, and to break 
up the legic of group-property behavior, isolation, and the group egoise 

of the emploved with respect to the roune menmplorec. 


Communists are particularly responsible for increasing responsibility for 
the fate of the wmemployed. it is also an integral part of the policies 

of economic stabilization and self-reliance. "co ome needs to be persuacec 
that this policy cannot exist without emplorment amd the productive emplor- 
ment of young trained personnel. “We must also overcome the situation is 
which many firms operate at a loss at «4 tine when samy trained professionals 
who could prevent this are mempleoyed. Significant room for solving the 
problem of the wmenmployment of yvoume people alex lies in encouraging greater 
utilization of existing and also se capa ities, in opening up several shift 
euasfis weese this is ccscemicall; powdecclive, lo ts farther vell-pianned 
development of suall-scale business, in development of the agrocomplex etc. 


Here we must stress the necessity for a differentiated approach to the 
unemploved who are registered with the SIiis sel!-menaging interest 
communities}. One must keep in sind the social position as a whole, the 
position of the parents, and the sumer of those emplored in the househol¢, 
and distinguish the urban werplorved who have parents from those vho do not. 








The problem of the umenplorment of roung people who are cuslified for social 
industries is very pronounce! because of the stagnation is the developucnt 
of these industries. Tere are still mo last.o« soluticas is this regard. 
Ther have to be found. It is necessary to aim for all types of increased 
efficiency that do not jeopardize the quality of creativity and vork. We 
should especially advocate retirement of the working people who meet the 
conditions for this and make it possible for the talented menmplored to 
work in the fobs that are occupied by many workers whe are deserving, Sut 
are inactive todar, and are not vorting is these jobs. 


The umemplorment of roumg people is a structural pehenomenon, and {{ cannot 
be fully resolwed by the logic of associated labor, even if the present 
economic crisis did mot esist: the routh organization has to develop 
various forms of self-explorment and youth cooperatives in social property. 
Ie is essential to allow routh and its orgamization to organize is accor- 
dance with its interzts, and in regard to the problem of the wmemployed, to 
seek an opportwmity co establish its om self-managing factories, galleries. 
and bookstores, to provide intellectual serwices of various types, along 
with services of another nature, the establishment of student societies 

for different specialties (of students who eve graduated), and coopera- 
tives with other firms in developing some products. it is possible to use 
the experiences of other countries in regard to afternoon vork in socialized 
factories, develop cooperatives in agriculture, perform various types of 
service work, and maintain ol¢ sandicrafts. In enmy case, in spite of the 
difficulties that may Se encountered in the interpretation and legal- 
property regulation of these form of alternative employment, it is 
necessary to comduct «2 political campaign for solwing the problem of 
alternative emplorment, « campaign that should in particular be concucted 

by the vowth organization. This is an area for new creativity and new 
organization, for increasingly nore developec organization of the rounger 
generation and its organization with respect to self-employment on the basis 
of self-initiative and self-organizatios. 


7? 
+ 


The issue of cu sociceconoric position of the rowunger generatioe cannct 
be reduced tus: to the issue of menplorment, although: it is the sost 
important. Much research, and practice iteelf, have shown that even vhen 
ome finally creases the threshold of labor and enters the vorid of the 
emploved, the problems of the integration of the roung person into society 
do mot thes cease. “any explored roumg people heve inferior pouttions at 
work: for the same wort , ther receive « smaller income than their older 
colleagues, they often work in jobs below their qualifications, and tnsuffi- 
ciently qualified people often »old fobe that ther should not held. There 
is a hierarchy in rewarding the results of work which blocks the rounger 
generaticn. Younger people «ere « in « comsiderahly sore ufuvorable 
positice with respect to the resoletion of houstag questicans. 


It is necessary, with several erstems amd om «a lasting basis, to resolve 
the issue of the housing of roung workers, at least fcllicowizg the aodel 
for students, by the factory construction of apartments fcr young vorrers, 





und che comstruction of new bachelor hotels, with the approval of loans. 

m the other hand, research data indicates that young people take sick 
leave more often than older workers (apparently this has to do with «a 
“silent strike”), that ther do worse in meeting the tasks (this also appears 
to >e am expression of protest «wer the distribution ratios), that ther 
frequently commit disciplinary ‘efractions (as if making it known that the 
order established by the master: workers over highly trained workers should 
be disrupted). The observaticor is correct that it is difficult to say what 
precedes what in this circle, -ut it is obvious that the problem of commmica- 
tion and the integration of young people into society still exists even for 
explored youth. “amy young workers, >ecause of the sonopoly possessed by 
oider professionals, are >locked in gaining professional standing. The 
monopoly is often held by older workers who are vorn out professionally, 

0 do mot study, and do not work in accordance with the principles of the 
self-management organization of labor, but rather manage people. 


Relations in the school system, in the educational process, today sore than 
ever be‘ore--dbecause of the expansion of the school systen, which has often 
>een spontaneous--essentiaily determine the position and role of an enormous 
portion of the young people being educated. The satural growth of the 
school networ , the lack of a iink with associated labor, the creation of 
occupational specialization without regard to social needs, the supplying of 
ciplomas not dacked by real knowledge, all of these are facts that have a 
serious effect on the younger generation be‘ng educated, and thus on society 
as awvhole. Because of all this, in practice opportumities are not opened 
wp tor more frequent shifts from the labor process to the educaticaa!l 
process, there is no developed self-management school, hierarchical relations 
are dominant, there is co pupil or stent sel f-nmanagemen:, and education is 
indirect, through the SIZs, linked with associated labor but not with incone 


he announced reform of education and its implementation only in some details 
t essentially changed the uncertain position and situation of the 

D the yroumger generation that is included in the school system. Ve 

therefore feel that the assessment is correct that todar the major goals 

‘ socialist upbringing end educati are not much closer than vhen the 

eform >egan. 

From the fa that education lasts too long, that it is not linked to 

or, that there is still no real personnel planning and sore 

rapid explo t of pupils who have gracuated and stujents vho have received 

diplomas, etc., the possibility arises, and is available to some roung 

people, that ther can participate in the schrol system all the way to their 


thirties, «ven longer. This postpones their inclusion ia the labor 

process. The consequences for se-iety and for the position of such people 

sre « ear 

The acing is correct that the economic difficulties of recent yrears, 
companied br an increase in the number of wnemplored and a decrease in the 
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rate of employment, have certainly objectively slowed achievement of the 
goals of the education reform. But in addition to this obtective factor, 
there is also very conscious resistance to reformine the old bourgeois 
school. In fact, the criticism of the reform, the nature of this criticisn, 
reveals that the traditionalist pettr >ourgeois strata are not suited by 

the mew school, a school linked with associated labor and social needs. 

They are suited by the traditional status school, a school retaining 
hierarchical relations in which the instructor's authority is inviolate and 
the students are obedient. 


A concrete reform program is not being carried out in higher education 
either. ‘lamy deadlines passed long ago. “his is by no means accidental. 
There are still people in the wiversity who have longed for the old insti- 
tutionalized faculty sufficient wmto itself, “a higher school of national 
interest, removed from dizty social practice and its pragmatic demands.” 


It is obvious that the reform of the university and its integration into a 
wuuified system of guiJed education cammot be postponed to some indefinite 
time. Also, the present changes in secondary guided education will not 
acquire their true seaning unless a unified system of guided education is 
created, with complete upward mobility for all professions and occupations. 


It is necessary to create a plan of quite concrete action for the reform of 
the university. It cammot be conducted through discussicns that do not 

end with any obligations either for the commur‘s*s or for higher school 
organs and bodies. We must, in fact, fight for a guided school, 2 school 
linked to associated labor, which provides a2 rea. possibility for employ- 
ment of the pupils, a possibility that ther mar be included, from work, in 
the educational process at some higher lewel. Higher education must be 
derived naturally from a unified system of guided education, and consequently 
a radical war must <2 waged against all those who, because of their coun 
marrow interests, are halting this process. in practice we must strengthen 
the concept of education along with work and for work, as weli as the 
concept of permanent education. It must be deliberately linked with the 
existing and possible needs of social development. We must necessarily 
radically overcome the gap between what is being taught today in the guided 
school and what will be studied later om. It is necessary to remove al! 
foundations for doubt that the knowledge acquired say not be productive in 
work, so that knowledge will be «wcquired together with work and in addition 
to work. In particular, we mus ve resolutely against all calculating 
attitudes with respect to future work; people's abilities must be developed 
quite concretely and everyrone tust be given the opportunity to prove these 
abilities in action and to affirm ther further. Ye aust also constantly 
keep in wind the concept of education for the future, not tying it to prarg- 
matic considerations, but rather to strategic social needs; ve must free 
education from parental or family expectations, and give it 2 nore routhful 
coloring. The degree of education in the future will not necessarily heve 
te coincide with education for vork. 


In amy case, ve must surmount the chasm between the school srstem anc 
society, education and iife, intellectual and manual labor; education for 








young people should not be simply a loss of time, but rather a2 true human, 
intellectual and professional advancement, appreciated as such >y society. 
Where people do not make a living >y worring or where pecple live well and 
easily without work or on the basis of someone else's work, in such a society 
the school does not even need social authority. Ye have to be resolute 
against such relations and affirm the broader values of education. 


[v. 


It is known thet in times of crisis, of stagnation in social deweloprent, 4 
battle begins ower the soul of the rounger generation. This time is favor- 
able for the sanipulation of young people by advocates of anticommunist and 
nationalistic ideas, bourgeois and statehood ideologies, for inroads 5r 
alien values and the consumer culture. Unfortunately, parts of our mass 
media, among other things, are educating our yvouth to pettr->bourgecis anc 
bourgeois views of life's values; roung people are assaulted with all sorts 
of commercially produced Orwellian fears, irrational predictions of cate- 
clysas, the forlornmmess of the people of this plamet of ours. When one adds 
to all of this drv and indifferent bureaucratic words, gloomr and barren 
speeches about our social situation, various defeatist clamors about the 
state of this society, some politicians” games with limited awareness, 
partialization and divisions--then it becomes clearer what the avareness and 
senses of our roumger generation are exposed to. 


The LC, together with am enormous portion of the antinationalistical ly- 
oriented youth, must resolutely oppose attempts by nationalists to pass their 
comervative, regressive, and antibwmanist ideas on to rowth. Let us not 
comceal the fact that part of routh, fortumately the smaller part, has 
vielded tc the omslaught of nationalism. The nationalists are trvrinr tc 
bring youth, which naturally belongs to the 20th cemtury, back to the 19th, 
to the darkness of nationalist exclusivisms, narroy tribal aweremess, ¢ 
ideclogies of blood and soil. MNationalise is a velli-known ideoloar of 
divisions and schisus, the ideology of national mths and conspiracies about 
wounds and blood, an ideology that is decaring, dividing, distancing, 
reducing human ewareness to the avaremess of the flock. 


For the sake of iliustration, vouth is offered, in the name of theatrical 
culture, aythological ideas about the Serbian nation; kings and gemerals 
are glorified, and not the people and its national liberation aspirations 
and struggle. The allezed Stalinism of the party is smocked, that is, the 
only party that radically and openly opposed and is opposing Stalinisn: 
there is a shallow politicizativun aimed at dividine the peoples in 
Yugoslavia. Some roung people have succumbed to the un‘tarist or separatist 
concept of natiomalis=. At the same time, it is precisely the socialist- 
oriented yvouth that are showing themselves to be very combative and 
respomsible in criticizing nmational‘se. Ali of this clearly indicates that 
the LC aust rely om youth im the struggle that it is conducting against 
nationalise. in the long term, this battle actually cammot be wor without 
vouth. The battle for communist avareness, against the inertia of the 
Chetnik, Ustasa, irredentist, and all other nationalist avarenesses, must 
be presented oniy by the commemists and youth ia foint ideological and 








political action Youth comtinusally has an open challenge from all pro- 
gressive forces of society to go resolutely into battle against nationalisz 
both among routh and in society as a vhole. 


There is am increasing number of people who, in the name of culture, art, 
science, or historiography, actually promote a politicized approach to the 
past. How is this r@flected? Primarily in the fact that patriotism and 
nationalism are shifted from our recenc revolutionary history and nodern 
times into the remote past; it is claimed that it was cnly then and exclu- 
sively then that patriotism was expressed and consequently, skipping over the 
sordid interwal, it is necessary to returns to it. Here the past, histerr-- 
obviously--is being imposed on our contemporaries, including yroumr people, 
as a substitute for sodern times iu which there is no room for values, for 
human struggle, for humanity, and as a replacement for responsibility to 
one’s time. It is obwiows that there is a deliberate promotion of 4 cultist 
attitude toward the “glorious national past,” not just for its own sake, but 
rather in order to devalue our socialist revolution, to sectle eccounts with 
the communist movement and its role in the creation of the nation and the 
state. Youth is called upon, in accordance with its feelings for what is 
national and for Yugoslav self-maraging socialist patriotism, and on the 
other hand umitarist Yugoslavism, to participate in the direct struggle 
against these sowers of human hatred, the falsifiers of both the past and 
the present, the false emissaries of our nations, who reduce our peoples 
only to small parts of their “glorious past™ and separate them from their 
own socialist idea and revolution. 


Organized youth in our society should be among the first to wage war against 
false and artificial values, against the petty bourgeois war of life, 
against various types of trash and rubbish, agiinst the comcept and practice 
that ome can live well without working. This war should be public and 
radical, especially since false valves are being imposed from our legal 
institutions, from some TV programs, from certain columms in our press, 
from part of the entertainment world, and recently also from some classical 
and traditional cultural institutions. Who is it that has been boldest 
recently in bringing trash before the public? It is not wery difficult to 
ansver this question. It is a group cf uwonworkers, sanagers among so-called 
“artists,” and the alleged “esteemed audience,” people who do everrthing 
they can to enrich themselves, and ther are succeeding in this, >y mediating 
between the low-taste trained audience and low, trashy segments of the so- 
called new national artists. Young people, with the help «af the LC, are 
tasked and called upon to raise questions in public and to obtain ansvers 
to thee: Why there is so guch trash om some radic and television programs; 
why people who systematically, and very often for private interests, prorete 
trash in the press, radio, and television, and asintain certain interest 
groups in a sonopolistic position, can retain their jobs as journalists; 
why there are no voung, talented people, young researchers, artists, 
talented young pupils, students, singers and musicians om radio and tele- 
vision programs; why continually, it is wostly professionals and entertain- 
ers who are guests on various TV programs, and even on some sews prograts, 
admittedly more earlier than is the case today. This has to be changed: 
creative roung people must take over all jobs where creation is necessary 
and saatural. 
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The situation among youth is often better than is the case with youth and 
student institutions and with the youth leadership. Youth and student 
cultural institutions in particular are exposed to manipulation by politi- 
cized guilds in culture, since it is felt--mistakenly, we are convinced-- 
that support will be found there for nationalistic ideas, for witarist and 
separatist concepts of society, for comduct contrary to unity, for false- 
radicalistic and essentially dogmatic ideas. Youth is not providiag this 
support, but rather groups of aged officials of thease publishing houses, who 
are politicizing their nonmcreative social position and becoming open to 
program contents, forums, and dramas from the people who are in their 
mature and advanced years and vho are politically suited by sanipulatica 

of some of the young people. 


it is necessary to work much more deliberately om having youth return fros 
the street to its school halls, to play, creation, sports, 
to have students return to their centers and to have then, no > 
determine the measure and content of vhat is sodern, vanguard, and authentic. 
Particular attention, even more than today, should be devoted to the youth 
mass information media. They should be a continually open for the 
involwed critical and communist youth with respect to valves, journaliss, 
and public advocacy. More than in the past, youth should be included 
further in the “Young Researchers” and in the entirety of scientific life, 
and ther should be allowed to work in unused libraries and scientific 
laboratories. It is also of particular significance for young people to 
take comtrol to a greater extent over their own vork actions, to give then 

a new spirit, a spirit thec is proper for modern times, sew initiatives 

that are not associated only with physical labor, to take control of their 
own organizations such as Gorani, youth holiday associations, athletic 
societies, and many other organizations. The LC cam provide direct support 
and encouragement in this regard. 


The issue of the socialist orientation of the younger gemeration--this is 
now obvious--is becoming increasingly sore complex in our modern conditions. 
It is mo lomger enough fust to say that it is secessary to get rid of 
mistaken views that routh is automatically becoming socialist through the 
mere fact that it is living in a socialist society, that ve cannot lesve 
youth to the spontanecus process of upbringing, and that consequently the 
obligation of communists and all socialist forces is to sect in a sensible 
and organized mammer to educate the younger gemeration in socialiss. Ir 
times of am economic and social crisis, the wearying of self-management, 

a certain decline in the vanguard nature of the LC, the waning of revoluv- 
tiomary changes, it is increasingly more difficult to fight for the socialist 
orientation of the roumger generatica. 


Ome more fact is very vital when people speak today about the value 
orientations of the rounger generation, especially the urban. That young 
people remain outside the world of labor too long, especially at a time of 
new media that make communication international, creates « perticular 
creative marginality among some of the urban younger generation, 4 certain 





gemerational indifference, various forms of alternative behavior and culture 
a search for different kinds of refuge, holding themselves at «a distance, 
forming their own worlds, etc. 


Under the conditions of a social crisis, it is natural that part of youth 
cammot cope, does sot know what road to follow, or what it should support. 

's the youmger generation tcday, because of the contradictions in its 

Status in society, there is an immanent rebellion against the rational; it 
seeks music, and not the music that is heard, but rather the one that one 
“lives” by, that is a refuge. It seeks places that are not under the control 
of adults, it seeks a greater degree of freedom of research, living together, 
love. A new form of dialogue, a rejection of patriarchal pressures and 
authoritarianiss, is appearing between parents and children, due to the 
position of the young people and to their way of iife. In fact, they are 
seeking new “projects for life” that are outside the traditional ideologies 
and systems of valves. in addition to this, as we have already stressed, 
young people live in a world of new media, mass media, which establish a 
sert of forwm for youmg people that has national or iaternational dimensions. 
The values that young people consider their own spread so very quickly that 
this results, among other things, in certain types of a separate alternative 
culture of young people, a free fashion of cheap msterials, all as a form 

of protest against the interest and class games in the relationships of 
their elders, against totalitarianis= and hegemony. 


Many amalysts of modern life among young people speak correctly about « 
certain emotional revolution in the life of the young urban gemeration, 
about certain of its attempts to create a project of sonobligatory hedonis= 
amd a borizontal coamumity vithout a hierarchy, which is saintained with the 
aid of several codes of collective sensibility. it is necessary to inow-- 
these analysts say--that young people have first of all decided in favor of 
speed, ease of passage, life without metaphysical and utopian frills, an 
eternal present, a game that will not be hampered by the old omnes who are 
“responsible” for young people having to “play™ umtil they are WO years old. 


The prolonged youth about which we correctly speak results in certain 
amarchistic, hedonistic, and cultural-pessimistic orientations, as phenomena 
of urban youth culture. Writing on the walls is not vandalism, as the 
“ancient patriarchs” think, but rather am attempt at a forcible breakthrough 
into society, calling attemtion to roumg people who, without work, have . 
grown too old to write om the blackboard. Slogans on the valis are 4 sort 
of mirror of society, am activity of youmg people when ther do not have any 
other activity. 


Social contradictions, emotional tensions, and social fragmentation have an 
effect om wmique styles im youth culture, and om their differentiation in 
accordance with these styles. The industry of goods and consciousness also 
adapts to this youth subculture. Some young people dedicate themselves 

to different types of committed protest. Others dedicate themselves to 
being irrational fams, and still others to variows musical gatherings as « 
way of life. There are also various styles in clothing. 
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Ic is also necessary to mention that the position of modern youth, its 
extended schooling, and the postpwmement of the moment when the rouzg person 
will be employed, expand in a special way the spiritual horizon of young 
people--they become separate, they form a sor: of process of self-education, 
they give a sort of scope to their imaginations, and they become 2 privileged 
class of dreamers. 


It was mot by chance that young people quickly espoused Tito'’s idea 
“revolution is something different from ordinary peaceful life.” They do 
mot want this ordinary, peaceful life that is promoted so stubbornly by the 
petty bourgeoisie. They do not want either authoritarian fathers or 
professors, they do not want a false hierarchy, self-appointed ideological 
leaders and manipulators. Ther believe with reason that “the productive 
worker is a dreamer,” that awareness must and can be changed only in a 
community of kmowledge, labor, creativity, dreams, and commemist action. 


It is precisely for this reason that we must sharply oppose the small 
number of professors, unsuccessful politicians, who sanipulate part of the 
student youth, vanting to be its lesders along the line of a petty-political 
interpretation of the present social situation, to oppose student youth to 
its own organization and the LC along the lines of a political partnership 
or alternativiss. 


Some young people are making the LC increasingly more responsible for the 
degree of its vanguard nature and its guidance of the political and economic 
system as ir is really is in practice. Still amother group of young people 
—-usually because of wmemplorment, the enviroment of privatism, and the 
erosion of socialist morality--goes out and seeks solutions in various 

forms of leftwing or rightwing radicalism. This is the group of young people 
that most easily yeilds to manipulations of a political nature, and to 
various forms of blackmail on this basis. Finally, this is also the part of 
the youmger generation that either is involved in alternative forms of life 
in society (though entertainment, music, or in another manner), or is seized 
by the pragmatist element, businese-psychology (which they certainly learned 
from someone), the profit-centered entertainment world. At the seme tine, 
part of youth--let us say this at onmce--also isolated from the youth 
population as a whole, so-called youth officials, play at copying some of 
the older careeris: officials, repeat their election games, rush after 
privileges, the demonstrative and formal representation of youth, and deal 
very little and sometimes not at all with the issues of the life, work, 
position, activity, creation, and values of youmg people. PFadical changes 
are needed here. In the future the youth leadership should be selected 

amd assessed according to the actions being conducted, and not according 

to formal elections not backed by the results expressed in their work. 


It is necessary te state clearly here that routh is most affected by the 
predominance of regiomalistic criteria: regional education, regional 
exployment, and regional prospects. Obviously this has to do with «4 
political and ideological small-town spirit, a partialization of awareness, 
values, activities, trends, « blockade of broader initiatives and coopere- 
tion, a grasping of one’s am shop dcsr. The LC must respect this 











reasonable, rational, amd necessary resistance from young people, and must 
put itself at the head of it, along with the actions being initiated by 
young people theuselves in their own organization and in the LC. 


vi. 


Many things irctcate that the LC does not have well developed methods of 
work with ;outh, given the way that the League of Socialist Youtn is formed, 
with active forums and a passive membership and 2 routh that is more or 

less leic to its owm spontaneous organization. We need changes here. First 
of all, it is necessary to encourage the LC basic organization, during 
important ideological amd political actions, especially those pertaining 

to productivity, the sodern self-managing organization of labor, the develop- 
ment of new technology, exports, distribution in accordance with work, 
cadres, the empicyment of trainees, etc., to hold joint meetings of 
communists amd the routh organization where there is one, and vhere there 

is nome then with rowth orgamization members, and to agree on the courses 

of action ir which most of the youth will be included and on who will be 
responsible for them. The commumists have not dome so. in the future they 
will have to: it is necessary to go together with youth into production 
battles, and into ideological and political omes. Another course of action 
is revival of the youth organizations, especially in the basic organizations 
of associated labor and in local communities, and having ther linked more 
directly to all subjective and creative factors in the siliew in which they 
are active. The work programs have to be vital ones, from the concrete 
milieu in which the people are living and working, and that is where the 
programs have to be carried out. 


We must state that the party, the communists, and the OOSK cannot win the 
important battles of the time in which we live unless ther include in these 
battles the younger generation, the generation for which self-management, at 
least ideologically, is its mother tongue. For example, in many collectives, 
because of resistance from older people, O0SKs do not have the strength to 
conduct 42 campaign to replace irresvonsible leaders, remove the idle, bring 
in capable younger personnel, resolwe the issues of exports, reorientation, 
the introduction of sew technology and the advancement of the orgariization 
of labor. Im all of these collectives, the OOSEs should call upon and 
mobilize youth and perform this important work through joint political 
action. There can be no solution without a struggle anywhere, and not here 
either. 


The LC will not be able to win the battle for stabilization, one of the most 
importamt battles of our time, uless it includes youth in it in a compre- 
hensive manner. All of the OOSKs should be responsible, together with the 
youth organization, for comprehensively aecqusinting young people with the 
real goals of stabilization, so that they realize immediately that these 
goals are also their goals. It is important in this regard to state in 
particular that actually, the resolution of almost all the vital saterial, 
existential, and even political and ideoclogical-valwe issues of the rounger 
generation wil! depend om how the implesentation of the long-term economic 
stabilization program actually proceeds. Consequently, we also think that 








it is important for gost of youth to be included in the implementation of 
this policy in practice. The youth leaderships do not have any work sore 
pressing that developing plans and organization, and mobilization of youth 
in the city, the village, the factory, the school, the wmiversity, and the 
lecal community. Communists must give direct support to them in this. 


It is necessary to implement a policy of continuing admission of youth into 
the LC: at least twice a year, the OOSKse should deal with the adnuission of 
youmg people. and in the meantime they should work continually with youth 
amc among routh. We have to agree that the election of young peopl: for 
our delegate system canmmot be left to chance and random developments, Sut 
rather that youmg people should be elected, in a greater percentage than 
their participation in social life, precisely in order t< surmount the 
present situation in vhich youth is insufficiently present in political and 
social life. 


There cam be no social affirmation of our youth uless the League of 
Socialist Youth itself participates in equipping young people for responsible 
participation in the system of self-managing democracy. The political 
subjectiveness of the younger generation is not being implemented, wider our 
conditions, through some separate ideclogical and political movement for 
young people, but rather through attempts by she League of Socialist Youth 
{SSO} mot to exert pressure om society with respect to ideological paraliel- 
isn, but rather to equip young people for daily decisicamakin> on social 
problems. 


Young people, doth by themselwes and with the support of the LC, should 
participate in the mainstream of the social revolution as am integral and 
active factor, amd not as the passive object of educational activity. We 
have to go beyond pessimistic theories: how routh is being apoliticized, 
and shifting its interest to the prosaic issues of the standard of living 
and entertainment, how the discrepancy between the revolutionary romanticiss 
of the Skofew epoch and today's “social detachment™ of youth and its worship 
ef the tdols of music and film is extremely disturbing. and the increasingly 
more promownced apathetic disinterest in politics in general. 


First of all, the youth organization itself and the Li shoul<c make a 
decisive turnabout, and devote a great deal of work to a serious invest iga- 
tion of the true attitudes and perceptions of youth and its problems, as 
the primary and most significant ideological issue, on which the continuity 
and further development of the heritage of our revolution depend. “The 
attitude toward youth” or “the youth problem” is a problem affecting the 
very social existence of the LC, its development, and its attitude toward 
itself and society as a whole. If the youth srganizati~: and the LC 
comtinue to ignore the interests and new needs of young people and do not 
react quickly emough to signs of anxiety and anger, rourg people can only act 
outside of and against the organizations and institutions that heve been 
separated from them. But this cam be overcome, anc already is being over- 
come by the actions that the LC is conducting. 


| think that today's youmger gemeration should take what is right from the 
revolution of their fathers-—-the class orientation that leads to full human 
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mational freedoms; they should take the sources and swift currents, 
everything that is being offered as the heritage of the revolution 
Young people should not be asked to understand the heritage of 
revolution os the participents in the revolurion did. It is essential 
for them to bear its besic epirit: combativeness, critici-m, solidarity, 
society to advance. 


The LC organization should become 4 youmg ome to am even greater extent, 
both through the auaber of young people in it, and through its fighting for 
the rights of young people to ideals, to visions, to changes, Sut also to 

a real satisfaction of their material and social needs--from employment and 
housing to participation in self-eamagement and social decision-making. in 
fact, the LC should take the lead in strengthening the political activism of 
youmg pecple, and greater participation by ther in self-management and 
management. This is the right way for this revolution to have a natural 
continuity, and also be emriched by the new revoluticaary approach and 
creativity of young people. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


ZAGREB UNIVERSITY STUDENTS’ POLITICAL PASSIVITY EXAMINED 
Zagred VJESNIK in Serbo-Croatian 5 Aug &4 p 4 
[Article by ‘Milam Jaksic: "Why Are *tudents Passive?” ! 


[Text}) Omly about 1,000 students (out of 40,000) are 
active. A check of the party is cbviously necessary, 
but how to carry it owt? The goal: the interests of 
students, schools and associated labor must coincide. 
Then it will be easier to determine and carryout 
party sectica. 


it seems that students have never been politically as passive as in the last 
few years. According to the data recentiy presented at the session of the 
Zagred CK SKE, only about 1,000 out of 40,000 University of Zagred students 
are active in the SK organizations and in the League of Socialist Youth. 
What else can be concluded on the basis of such indicators except tht 

this instirution of higher educaticn needs a thorough party cemsus. The 
question is just how to carry it out? 


There is mo longer amy dilemmas whether the former University Committee should 
be brought back to the top of che wmiversity party pyramid. This nostalgic 
conmmotation--prompted mostly by the desire for some kind of institutional 
homomeneization of the SK at the University, so that it might gather party 
members around itselt as 2 hem gathers her chick--lome ago vielded to 
essentially different deliberatiocas. 


Briefly, wertical linking has vielded a large part of its concessions to 

the so-called party dispersion which has its points of support in the entire 
network of initiatives present in the very foundations of the League of 
(ommonists. However, vhat het happened in the meantime’ The attempts to 
¢isperse somehor the power of the SK have not been particularly successful, 
and the inclination to some type of stronger vertical links is not entirely 
vithout sense, but without the right of decision along this vertical line, 
as this inclination is usually justified. 


Exper lence. 


The experience of various schools and dormitories is certainly interestinz, 
because if we took some (indeed rare) good experiences with party work as 
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relation to their future career, their future profession, or to themselves 
as peuple who are in a serious puriod of their spiritual lives during their 
studies. 


The self-avareness of the power of their future profession or of the kaow- 
ledge they acquire will grow at an intensity proportional to the intensity 
of work om common programs organized by schools together with associatec 
labor, when it is realized that such specialized knowledge acquires (or will 
acquire ome day) a concrete purpose and a palpable result. 


If we add to this the rather realistic knowledge of good employment 
opportumities after the completion of the studies--and the stronger the 
cooperation of the educational institution with associated labor, the better 
the opportumities for the student to get a joh after gredustice--we will 

in such cases have quite a concrete party action. 


Thus it is not accidental that perty secretaries at the school of electro- 
nics, are as a rule excellent stndents, while in some other schools party 
secretaries are not good students. This disperity is interesting for 
several reasons and above all because it tells, on the one hand, about the 
exceptional significance attributed to party functions, and os the other, 
about the neglect of this significance. 


High grades are in this case a result not only of the knowledge acquired is 
the literal sense but <lso of 2 study program which sakes everybody take 
the maxiznus effort in order *= complete the study successfully. Thus only 
the most pers‘stent, diligent, comsciestious and gifted remain. Figh 
erades are also the result of a labor differentiation wiich, as we heave 
said, is sot strictly limited by the academy. It is the result of young 
people realizing that success achievable only with hard work and purposeful 
efforts is sot futile. 


The intention in such cases is obwiouws: the best people are giver party 
positions so that the curricula with all the stated characteristics vill 
gain in importance, and technological innovations or the entire sper of the 
specialized kmowledge will receive the proper social verification. in 

such situations, the party position and the entire party action is «a 
component part of studying as a whole, which is unique organise. 


Surdens 


The school of letters has had problems with its organization tor years. The 
curriculum itself is rather heterogeneous, with many various departments and 
@ series of other problems well known to the public. It is trus that it is 
difficult to tremsfer the model of party organization from one school tc 
another, because it is objectively easier for the school of electronics 

to establish links with associated labor than it is for the school of 
letters sand in this way form the party action. Sut it is obviews that this 
school also needs more efficient links with our social reality. 


When party activists from the Trnje OX SKH asked «2 professor from the schoo! 
of letters for his opinion on the reasons for the commmists’ passivity 
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The scncol in such situations should in fact Se a lure to the sew students. 
It is true that nobody can be kept in the SK >y persuasion, but the example 
of the School of Electronics, that ve have already mentioned here, vill 
certainly have a stimulative action not only om the new students who are 
SK members, but also on those who vould icin the party later. 


We could therefore say that the thesis that one cannet essentially influence 
the decisions in a given environment (silieu) is sometimes the consequence 
of party inactivity rather than its cause. ‘Students often pronounce this 
thesis when ther are asked whe ther are not active fn dormitories. Ther 
usually say the reason is ther cannot influence decisions on lodging, food, 
etc. It is appropraite to ask the question: ‘Dy are there no serious 
deliberations on linking schools with students’ dormitories? 


If this link is made, dormitories will participate in instruction (with 
indispensable conditions for studying, drawing, reaiing...), and this meens 
that tier can participate in the entire instruction-work crcle. Associated 
labor can add its contribution to the students’ standards, Sut not by means 
of classic allocations out of income, as up to now, but *y knowing exactly 
where the common interests of students. work orrenizattons, and schools 
which train the studeats for work organizations coincide. If all these 
interests coincide, it is easier tc plan party action. 
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